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yO TUB ftlGJIT XOK. 

JOHN FOSTER, 

SPEAKER OF THE HON. HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Sir, 

\ A N dedicating to you the ' View of Irifti 
Affairs/ I am confident of meeting with 
the SanAion'of Public Approbation, con- 
vinccd,. as 1 am, that your ardent Zeal^ 
:^ and unremitting Attention have ever 
y^ been exerted to promote every Meafurc^ 
? ^ iiaving National Utility for its Objedl. 
In this Opinion, I am fully confirmed by 
>^ the numerous and refpe^lable Teftimonies 
of- Gratitude' fo frequently prefented to 
you, by the truly ufeful Part of the Com* 
munity. The profperous and flourifliing 
State to which your patriotic Exertions 
have advanced our Agriculture, Manu- 
factures, and Trade, places in a fplendid 
point of View, the importance of your 
Services, which will only ceafe to be held 
in grateful Remembrance, when genuine 
J^atriotifm lofes her Eftimation, and Ire* 
land her Name. 

I Would 
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ii DEDICATIOW. 


I WOULD feel peculiar pleafure iii paying 
that Tribute of Applaufe to your digni- 
fied Worth and luminous Talents, fo 
juftly due to them, did not Motives o^ 
Delicacy reftrain me ; wherefore, not to 
trefpafs on your Time, or Feelings, I take 
the Liberty to fubfcribc myfelfj with 
that Refpeft, and Eftecm, which every 
Friend to his Country rtuft bear you. 

Sir, 

a6ih Aujuft. 1795. Your moft devoted 

Humble Servant, 

J. MULLALLA. 
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TH £ fubfequent pages Would nevei: hav6 
. been publiftied, bad the period choien., 
oceii evet fet forth in a continued difcourFe. 
To' fill up a chafm therefore iti the hiflory of 
this tduiitrjr, with the utfnoft regard for ini- 
JJaftiality and candour, has bedi my objedl : 
tindy weie mf abilities equal tb the importance 
dt the fiibjed^i the work would conflitiitc 
k trtly intei'elllng and fplendid pohion of 
mftofic informaiionf 

^LTHOtTGH niah^' portions 6f tiie Irifh hif- 
{6r^%zyi be^n wntt^h tit ifleci of gteat talents 
and abitities/y<bt they have been in geftetal too 
p'aftiai in their teprefetitatioiis. ' Hiftory in 
fiich hands is neither beltet nor wotfe thaii 
what the author is willing to make it^ accor- 
ding to his partiality o^ aveffion ; and he 
ihtift have' little knowledge of man, who 
know^ not,* that this fpecies of human weak- 
htfh rs biit i^d crflen ati ing'^edien^ in feme of 

the 
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the beft, as it always is in the worft charac- 
ters ; which, like a cancerous excrefcence on 
a beautiful face, often grows out of the faireft 
principle ; in fuch cafes, the more indifferent 
a man is, either in fpi ritual or party zeal, the 
nearer he approaches to the charaftcr of a 
true patriot and a good citizen. If religious 
indifference were at all laudable, ii would be 
in the inflance before us ; but there is ^ 
Arength of mind fuperior to this indifference 
itfelf, which gives all the good qualifications 
neceflary to complete the good man, as well as 
judicious hifloriau. This ftrength,feveral great 
writers, Proteftants and Catholics, wanted. 
As defcribers of former times, they may poffi- 
t)ly give us a fair copy, but as cotemporariei 
they are intolerable. Of all men, they are 
ihemoft liable to deception, and the moft labo- 
rious to deceive. The mifchief they circulate^ 
is in proportion to their abilities, and that 
rank in life, which renders thofe abilities con- 
fpiciious. No honeft nian, of the prefent day, 
is concerned in the conduft of either Pro- 
' teftants or Catholics of any former age of a 
very different coinplexion, otherwife than by . 
contrafting the caufes and effeflsr in the one, 
with thofe in the other, and thereby removing 

any 


PREFACE. VU 

Any ill impreifions (be public mind may ftill 
retain, with refpe6l to times fo different from 
our own. This is placing a proper mirror 
beiore our eyes, and improving our minds 
and manners by the truth of the repr^r 
fentatioUf 

To remove civil and religious prejudices, a 
proper diftindiou between times- and things 
muft be fcrupuloufly obferved, otherwife the 
concord and mutual co-operation of the people 
cannot be eafily effe^^ed. The wifdom of 
knowing and purfiiing our proper intereft, lies 
within a very narrow compafs. It requires 
but little information to be convinced, that the 
Catholics of the prefent day, are not to be 
paralleled with thofe that lived at the com«- 
mencement of the Reformation, who had 
then the greateft ftake in this world to 
ftruggle for, the religion then eftablilhcd, 
in this country, together with the power 
and pofleffions of their fathers, neither of 
which doth, nor can exift at prefent. Their 
infurreflions, in the reigns before the Revo- , 
lution, were for the mod part the contentions 
^f diftrefs with arbitrary power. Infurrec- 

tion% 
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tions in th^ prefent day, would be the cfflbrti 
of impious treachery^ againft abeneficcDt fovc- 
reigiian4 a lawful, mild, and pfoteding go^- 
vernnieiit ; the defiajnce of the moft awful 
iuftitutes of God and nlan. * 

The man who fets thefe matters in a clear 
. '■■'•'•• • • . 

light, renders an effe£)ual fervice to his coun- 

try, and cannot fail to conciliate the affiedions 
of the candid, the wtfc^ the lovers of liberty, 
and the lovers of truth/ Confcious of the rec- 
titude of my intentions, I appear before the 
public with confidence,- but an akiiioiis hu- 
mility as to the execution of the undertakitig* 

It is a duty I owe to the public, to mention 
the fources from whence I have deduced fuch 
intelligence, as juftifies me, ' either in placing 
tranfaftions in a new light, or in forming any 
new opinion with refpefi: to their caufes and 
ieffcdls. The loi ger I refled on the nature ol 
hiflorical conipofnion, the more I am con- 
vit)ced that this fcrupulons accuracy is necef- 
fary! The man who records the evems of his 
own time is credited in propor.ipn to the opi- 
nion wliuh the public entertain with refpeft 
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to !fi» mcMs of iBferiaatum and Tcrackv ; but^ 
he wko deUoeates the tran&dkms of a remote 
period I has do title to^ claim afStm^ \rkhOut 
adducing evidence in fnpportof his aflenion^. 
In thofe femiments, I have been- confirmed 
by authors, whom their induflry, erudition and 
difcernmem, have jiiltly placed in aneoiralted 
rank among themoft eminent hiiiorians of the 
age. This diMy, then, I perform with mnch 
(atiafa£tion, as it will afford me an opportunity 
of expreffing my gratitude to-tbofe beriefa^ors, 
who have honoured me with their counten;ince 
and aid in my refearches. 

Thave carefully confulted Hume, Kennett, 
Ralph, Burnett, Walker, Harris, Geoghegan, 
Dalrymple, Smollett, Leland, Campbell, 
Crawford, and Simon ; and the archieves of 
Trinity College, Oxford, and Cambridge. 
From thefe fources I derived much ufeful 
information. I have only differed from 
Hume, in thofe places, where I found that 
great writer under the influence of national 
prejudice, or grofs mifconcepiion. I have 
departed from Dalrymple in forae inftances, 
particularly with refpefl to admiral Ruflfers 
engagement with the Ficnch flieet, in the reign 

of 
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of William lit In his narrative of that tran- 
fadion I find him much biafled ; this opinion I 
am confirmed in by Podtor Somerville, as 
i\ ell as by my refearches in the archieves 
of Cambridge* Throughout the entire work,- 
I have feduloufly endeavoured to guard 
againft party, and the falfe glofs of interefted 
writers; left it ihouM either miflead> or de- 
ceive ; a precaution abfolutely neceflary, as 
1 confider every man who delivers his fen- 
liments to the public, refponfible for their 
confec^uences* 

I FEEL a peculiar pleafure in acknow- 
ledging my fincere thanks to my truly learned 
friend Dr. O'Halloran,. and to Capt* Oufley, 
of Limerick, for their friendly communi- 
c2|iions and polite attention. To Mr. Led- 
fam, of Brook ville, I owe many obliga-^ 
lions, as alfo to Mr. William Daly, for his 
iifeful hints and judiicious obferva^ions in the 
pis^ogrefs of the work. 

I PAVE not ftridly adhered to arrangement 
in the narrative. In my digreffions I imitate 
ibfi pilot, who does not always fteer to 
the place for which he holds, in a ftraight 
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line, but oficn yields to the fwcll, often to 
the wind ; and viiih ifaifiing fail, makes for 
that, which the infiant ftorm allows hiAi, not 
that for which he firft deftined his courfe ; that 
even from thence, he may at length attain the 
wiihed-for port. 

I Have endeavoured to (hew that tithes 
are not that burthen on the peafantry of 
which they fo loudly complain, and that re* 
cent and former difturbances in this kiugdem 
owe not their origin to tithes, and, if at all 
concerned, that the refolntiou of agiftmem was 
the caufe. 

I BEG leave to make ray fincere acknowi> 
ledgments to my numerous and refpedlable 
fubfcribers ; and to every particular friend 
and correfpondent I fend riiy moft cordial 
thanks for their candid and unremitted atten- 
tion to my various enquiries ; for which I 
never will prove unmindful, and I hope the 
candour and impartiality I have diligently 
laboured to prefer ve, will compenfate for 
the defefls and imperfeftions unavoidable 
in the courfe of a work, for the comple- 
tion 
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tion of which muturer years atad fopetioi' 
ulents would have been mdifpenfablj 
requifite. 

» ' - 

Having now fulfilled my engagement with 
the public, rny labour cloLs, perhaps for cVfer. 
The indulgent reader will make a candid al- 
io wtoce for juvenile errors, which at i more 
mature lige ihall be refilled, (hould I ever 
re-afliit£ie cjbe pieiii Foul revenge ni^y, from 
fome odioui cornef, attempt to bkft my iox*^ 
tune or injure nty reputation ; cruelty and 
cowardice may level their fliafts ait my eharac« 
ter and works, but innocence of bfcart? and 
integrity of foul, will, as they have hitherto 
done, fiill proted and defend m<^. 

iJam integer vita feeler ifque purtiSy 
Non eget Mauri jacuiis neque arcu* 

26th Avguft, 1795* 
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Rti ;Hdn. Rich. Lord Donoughmore, 10 copies 
Rt. Hon. Randal, Lord Dnnfaney. 
Colonel John Doyle, M. P. 20 copies; 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Delany. Tullow, 50 do. 

Rt- 
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Rt. Hon. D. B. Daly, M. P. 
Arthur Dawfon, Efq. M. P. 
Henry Duquery, Efq. M: P, 
John Dunn, Efq. M. P. 
Wiiliam Donnellan, Efq. Leixlip. 
Benjamin Difraell, Efq. Dublin. 
Mr. B» Dugdale, Bookfeller, Dublin, lo copies 
Mr. Draper, Book-binder, Dublin. 
John Dui^an, Efq. Jun. Queen's Co. 
Rev. Mr. Peering, Rathvilly^ 
Annefley Derenzy, Efq. Baltinglafs. 
Rev. John Dunne, RathcofTy. ' 
Rev, Dr: Dunne, Kilcock. 
Rev D^.. Dillon^ Dungannon*/ , 
Rt. Rev, Dr. Philip Davett, Strabahe* 
Patrick Duigenan, Efq. L. L. D* M. P. 
James Devereux, Efq Co* Wexford. 
Mr. Edward Donoghue, Thornhill, Tullow« 
Mr. Ruflell Doyle, Charlotte Street, Dublin^ 
Rev. Dr. William Steele Dickfon, Portaferry* 
John Dawfon, Efq. Dublin* 
Chriftopher M*Dermott, Efq* Greggl, Elphin* 
Rev. Mn Difney, Ardee. 
Hon. Ju*ftice Downes. 
Rev. Michiael Daniel, Glebe Lodge, Kelt^* 
Wm. Drennan, Efq. M. D. M. R. I. A. 
Rev. Abraham Downs, Birr. 
Rev. Mr. Dwyer, Doneraile. 
Mr. Douglafs, Bookfeller, Derry, *io copied 
Mr. Duberdieu, Lifburn. 
Mr. Dunn, Portarlington. 
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Rt. Haa. Earl of £nni(killen& 

kti Rev^ Dr. John Law, Lord Bilhop of £lphiA 

John Egan, Efq» L* L. B. M. P* 

Mod Rev* Dr. Egan, Tuam* 

Edward Elfmere, Efq^ Baltinglafs^ la copic^* 

John Euftace, Efq, Boredu^** 

Rev. William Elliott, Trim. 

Rev. Dean Effldtie, Cork* 

Mr. John Ellis, Dublin. 

Mr. A. Edwards, Bookfeller, Cor k^ 20cop 


Lady Catherine Fteke. 

Rt. Hon. Wm.. Went worth Earl Fii^wilUam, 

late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
Rt. Hon. John Fitzgibbon, Farl of Clares Loifd 

high Chancellor of Ireland* 
Rt. Hon. Earl of Famhaih.. 
Rt. Hon. Richard^ Lord Vifc^ Fitlwillfam. 
Ft* Hon. John Fofter, Speaker, of ^he Hon. 

the Houfe of Commons.' ' 
Rt. Hon. Lord Charles Fitzgerald* 
Bt.Hon. Lord Henry Fitzgerald. 
Sir Frederick Flood, Bart* 
Sir John Freke, Bart. 
Cuthbert Fetherfton, Efq. Ballintnbben 
Warden Hood, Efq. M- P. < 

William Fai rbrotTier, Efq. Wi«fcl«w. i^ w 

Rev. Mr. Fitzgerald, Dublin. '•% J 

Rev. Richard Fitzgerald, Baliinglais. .1 

Kichs. Fitzhenry, Efq. Killanne, Ro&.. 
Vol. L c WiUia^ro 
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William Fitzhenry, Efq. Bally making. 

Mr. Heniy Feris^ Baiting tafs. 

Mr- John Fowler, Dublin. 

Ml. Geo. Fivcy, Capel-Stxeety Dublin. 

ohaFihlay, Efa. M. P- 

ohu Forbes, Elq. M. P. - 

Arthur French, Efq. M. P. 
Henty Fry, . Efq. Boyl«. 
Idward Fry, El5q* Do^ 
Rev. John Fortefcuc, Cork. 
Rev. Samuel Falkner, Kilbeggaii. 
Hon. Juftice Finucane. 
Rtt. Hon* Charles James Focc, London. 
Samuel Faulkner, Efq^ C^ftletown, Carlow. 
Rtv Rev. Df ^ Edmond French, Elphin. 
Rev. Michael Fitagerald, A. M* Ennis* 
Rev. Samuet Fifaaci«, Enuifconhy. 
Mr. Ed* Flinn,-Bookfeller, Limerick. 20 copies^ 
Mr.*Fitxpauick„Bookfeller, Dublin. 20 do. 


Rt. Hon, Selina> CdomeisFof Granard 10 copies 
Rt. Bon^vGisQKgej: Earl of Granard. 
Rt. Hon. John, Eijrl of Glendore. 
Rt. Hon. Arthur,' Lord iVifc Gasford. - 
Rt. Hon. Lord Glentwortb. 
Rt. Hon. Henry Grattan. rM. P* 
Sir Wm* Godfrey, Bart. M. P. 
Marcus M^aufland Gage,*Efq, B^larena. 
Piniel Gahan, Efq. M. P. 
y\/incis Geoghcgan, Efq. M. D. 12 copies, 
r^ert Graydon, Efq, M. P. 
Robert Grace, Efq. M. P. 
/llamilton Gorges, Efq, M. Pi 

William 


William Grqcnc, Efq. Dublin, 
JohnGiffard, Efq^ Capt. Royal Regt, DuMja 

Militia^ 6 copie$. 
Amb. Harding Giffard, Efq. Barriller at Lfvr.. 
Dr. Graham, Carloir* 
John Grace, Efq, Mantua, 
Richard GriflBth, Jfq. iVIiUccent. 6 co{ues. 
Cornelius Grpgan, Efq. Co* Wi^^fo^d. 
Thomas Gregg* Efq^ Cork. 
Humphrey Galbraith, Efq A<.M^ Coaft Sufr 

veyor of Belfaft and Donaghadee. 
George Goff, Efq. Dublin. 
Rev. Mr. Griffin, Elphin. 
Rev, Mr. Gouldfbury, Boyk. 
Rev. Mr. Gunning, Athlone- 
Rev. Richard Gobbings, Cork, 
Rev, Mr. Graham, Srraban^. 
Mr. John Gamble, Dublin,, 
Mr. VJ'illiam Goggio, BookfcUpy, limericic, 

lo copies. 

H 

Rt. Hon. Arthur, Lord Vifc, Harberton. 
Sir John Stewart Hamilton, Bart. M. P. 
William Han dcock, Efq, M. P. 
Robeit Townfend Herbert, Efq. M. P. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. M. P. 
Rt, Hon. Francjp Hely Hutchinfoii, M. P. 
Peter Holmes, Efq, M. P. 
Hugh Howard, Efq; M. P. 
Sackville Hamilton, Efq. M. P. 
. Samuel Hs^yes, Efq . M. P. A vondale. i z copies. 
Francis Hardy, Efq. M. P, M. R. I. A. 
Edwaid Hoare Efq. M. P. 

f ? Bafthq. 
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Bartbolemew Hoare, Efq. M. P. 
lafcph Henry, Efq. Strattin, Go. Kildarc- 
William P, Hocy, Efq. Danganftowo, Wick, 
Cornet Hugh Heury, Co. Kildare, 
Harvey Hay, Efq. Ennifcorthy. 
George Hoey, Efq. Hoeyfield. 
Rev. William Hamilton, Dublin. 
Edward Hayes, Efq. Rathdx'um. 
Mn T> Heery, BookfcUer, ' Dublin, ao copies. 
Mr. William Henry,^ Atby- 
Henry Harrington, Efq. Grangecon. 
Edward Hndfon, Efq/Rathrarnhani. 
Alexander Hamilon, Efq. M. P. 
. John Harden, Efq.\ Arran-Quajr, Dtiblin. 
Mr. Thomas Harding, Dublin, M. R. t. A. 
$tephen Hanly, Efql Dnblin. 
K<}v. Thomas Handcock, Athlone. 
T^thn Hague, Efq. Filhamble-Street', Dublin. 
Alderman Henry Hpwifou, Dublin. 
^ev. Averill Hill, Limerick. 
Neal Harkan. Efq. Elphin. 
Mr. Samuel Healy, James's Street, Dublin^ 
Mr. William Hoey, Dublin. " 
Rev. Mr. Hodgfon, Fairy Mount. Rofcommon* 
Rev. Wijliam Hamiltofi, Duleek. 
Rev. Arthur Hyde, Pork. 
Rev. Arthur flyde, Jun, Youghal. 
R^v. Ambrofe Hickey, Ban dfth. 
Rev. Henry Hewett, Bandon. 
Rev. Arthur Herbert Skibbereen. 
Rev. John Huleatt,Rofcrca. 
Rev. Arthur Huleatt, Limerick, 
Rev. Roger Hadlock, Ehnis. 
Rev, Mr. Higgins, YoughaL 
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Hugh Hamill, Efq- Dublin. 

Rev. Dn Hamihon, Rame]ton. 

Francis Higgins, Efq. Dublin 

Mr. M. Harris bookfeller, Coi:k- lo vopic$ 

Mr.Jame^ Haly Bookfeller, Cork. lo do 

Mr. J. Hughes Bookfeller, Bclfaft 50 do 

Mr. George Hynes Bookfeller, Gal way. i^ do 

Mr. Thos. Henlhall, Printer. Dub- 2& do. 

Mr, M. Hunter Djiibliu, 

Thomas Hughes, Efq. Athy. 


Right Hon. Lady Jocelyn. 

Right Hon. Robert Lord Vif. Jocelyn^ 

Colonel Wm. Irvine, M. P. 13 copies' 

Right Hon. Theophilus Jones. M. P, 

Denham Jephfon Efq. M. P. 

Rob. Johnfton M. P. 

Rob. Johnfton Efq. Athy. 

Mr Samuel Johnfton Armagh. 

Alderman Wm. James Dublin. 

Richard M. Jephfon, Efq. M. P, 

Henry Irvine Efq. Rofcommon. 

Henry Jermjm, Efq. Aghadown- 

Rev. Henry Jones, Drombeg. 

Mr. Stephen Jones, Dublin. 

Kev. Edmond Jordan, Templederry^ 

Rey. Mr. Irwine, Drogheda. 

Mr. James Irwine, Limerick. 

John Philip Roche John, Efq. Limerick, 
fr. Jones, Joneville, Kilcullen- 
Mr. Geo. Johnfon Bookfeller, Dublin. 10 copied 


Rt, 


xx^ bUBSCR13Ea'» NAME6. 

Right Hon^ Cotititefs of Kilkenny. 

Right Hon. Edmund Earl of Kilkenny-. 

Right Hon, Edw. Earl of Kingfton. 

Right Hon. and Right Rev. Dr. Geo. Lewis 

Jpnes, Lord Bifliop of Kildare, 

Right Rev. Dr. Thos. Barnard, Lord Biftiop of 

. KiUaloe, F. R. S, 
Right Rev, Dr^ Wra, Fofter, Lord Biftiop of 

I^ilmore, 
Hon. Kofcfert, Lord Vif, Kingsborough. 
Hon- Thos. K^nox, M. P. 
Rev^ Cadogan Keatiiige, Ar M? Deau of Clogher, 

Narraghmore* 
Rev, J^mcs Knox, jLondon Dejry, 
Right Hon. Henry King, M, P^ 
Wm. King, Efq. Baltinglafs. 
John King, Efq, Dublin. 
Maurice iftagnelf St- Leger Keatia]^, Efq. M, P 
Rev. Mr. Keating Rathvilly. 
Wm. Knott, Efq. M, P. 
Mrr John Henry Kenny, Byfield, Elphin. 
Jas. L. Kelly, Efq. Kilmore^ Elphin. 
Rc\\ j- Kqnny, Archdeacon of Kilfenora, 
Right Hon. JuflicQ Kdly, 
Rev. Mr* Kemswi^rth, Near MuUingan 
Rev. Dr. John Kenny, Co^k. 
Rev. Edw. Kenny, Moviddy, Cork. 
Rev Mr. Edw. Hen. Kenny pork. 
Hon. and Rev. EdmondKno3C, A. B. Ncnagh, 
Rev. Kennedy O Kennedy;^ A. M. Rofcrea. 
Rich. King, Efq. jC^rlaw. ' • 
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Her Grace th-c Duchefs of Leiofter 13 cojmcs 
His Grace Wm, Roben, Dnke of Leinfter K. S. P, 
Right Hon. Elizabeth, Couutcfs of Longford^ 
Right Hon. Lady Lifmorev 
Right Hon. Char, lottenham, Farl of Ely. 
Right Rev. Dr. Wm, Cecil Pery, Lord Biihop 

of Limerick. 
Right Hon. Thomas, Lord Longford. 
Right Hon. Cornelius, Lord Limiore. 
Right Hon. Robert, Lord London Derry. 
Rev. Wm. Lewis, Limerick. 
Right. Hon. Richard Longfield, M, P. 
Right Hon. Sir. Hercules Langrifh, Bart* M. P 
Sir Thomas tigbton, Bart. Merviile, Co. Dub. 
Gorges Lowther Efq. M. P. 
John Lloyd, Efq. M. P. 
Charlet Powell Leflie Efq. M. P. 
John Longfield Efq. M. P. 
John Latouche, Efq. M. P. 
Francis Leigh Efq. M. P. 
JohnLedfara Efq. Brookville... 
George Ledfam, Efq. Dublin. 
Mr. Andrew, Leafam. Dublin. 
Right Rev. Dr. Launingan, Kilkecny. 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Mathew Lennan^ Kewry.oi copi<fs. 
Pev. Artbur Grueber, D. D. Dublin. 
Lieu. Thos. Low, Royal Irifh Ariillery Low-^ 

down, Weftmeaibi 
Robert Leigh, Efq. M. P. 
Rev. M. Lowe> Round wood-. 
Rev. George Lee. Cork. 
Rev. John Lcahy^ A. M. Dubliu. 
Philip Lemailtre, Efq. Dublin. 

Rev, 
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Rev. Sanijiel Law, Raphoe. 

Rev. Dr. Lemailiiere, Coffc. 

John Lloyd Efqj Lisdurn, Elphiil. 

John James Lloyd, Efq. Ponobello, Elphin. 

■Niclis. Le Favre, Efq. Dublia- 

Mr. Hugb Leonard, Dublio. 

Rev. Mr. Lyfter, Boyle. 

Rev. Thomas L'Strange. Rofcrea. 

Rev. Mr. Lloyd, Hermitage, Elphin. 

Mr. Alexander Lauicnce, mercht. Colerainc. 

M 

.Rt. Hon. Counters of Moira. lo copies. 

Rt.Hon. Couusefsof IVIouni-Norris. lo copies. 

Rt. Hon. LaJy Mounijoy lo copies. 

Right Hon. Francis Earl of Moira. 

Rt. Hon. William Earl of IVTeath. 

Rt. Hon. Jofeph Earl of Miltown. lo copies. 

Rt. Hon. and Rt.'Rev. Dr. William Maxwell, 
Lord Biftiop of Meath. 

Rl. Hon. James, Lord Vifc. Maiwell. 

Rt. Hon. Hugh, Lord Mafley. 

Rt. Hon. Luke Lord Mountjoy, 

Lieutenant General Eyre Maffey, M. P. 

Rt. Hon- John Monck Mafon, M. P. 

Abraham Morris, Efq. Dunkettle. M. .P 

Francis Macnaniara Efq. M. P. J 

Lodge Morres, Efq. M. P. i 

AU-vandcr Montgomery, Efq. M. P. J 

n Montgomery Efq. M. P. ] 

'CHnteck, Efq. M. P. I 

I Magenis, Efq. M. P. \ 

'm. Moore, M. P. 
)nfoiiby Moore, Moorefields. 

Pierce 
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Rfi Hon. Earl of Mountnorris. 

Hcrce Moore fefq. Whueball, Baltinglafs. 

Conojly M'Caufland, Efq. Fruithill, 

Mr Kichard Mulgfave,. Bart, M. P. 

Chas. Stanley Monk, Efq. Qharlevillc, Bray. 

Rev. Richard Murray, D. D. Pfovoft of Tiinity 

College, Dublin. 
John Macariney, Efq.. M. P. 
Ri. Hon. Richd. Moncneffe, Lord Mayor, C. D, 
John, Miller, Efq. Stratford* 
Mr. Revel Morphy^ Athy. 
John Maxwell, Efq. Stratford J 
John Montgomery, Efq. M. P. 
Lewis Manfergh, Efq- Athy. 
Hon. Baron Metge. 
Thos. Mffhon, Efq. Strokeftown. 
Bryan Macmahon, Efq. Limerick. 
Rev. Anhur Murphy, Kilcock. 
John Mc. Mahen, Efq. Townfend St. DubliA 
R^v. Mr. Miley, Bleffington. 
flev. John Maher, Rathdrtim. 
Rev. Maurice Mahon, Clo6nfue. 
Rev. Weftrop Mofony, Limerick. 
'frevor HMl Mercer, Efq. Hacket's-town. 
Rev. L. Mahon, Ardmor*. 
Rev. James Martin, A. M. KiHjaloe. 
1 hos. Michell, Efq. Caftlcftrange, Rofcommoj). 
Edw. Mills, Efq. Faitymount, Rofcommon. 
Rev. Archdeacon MaunfelU .. Cartron. 
Rev. Mr. Montgomery, Rofcommon. 
Rev. Maurice* Mabon, Sirokeftown Houfe. 
Rev. Mr. Mc. Laughlin, Rofcommon, 
Rev. idr. Magrath, Caftlerea. 
Rev. Mr. Maguife, JamesL Sti?eet Publiou 
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Rev. Dean Moore, Arbracan, Navan. 
Rt. Rev- Dr. Moylan, Cork. 
Rev. Jas. Maxwell, Dorfet Street, Dublin. 
Rev. Rich. Mead, Kinfale* 
Rev. 1 bos. May, A. B. Waterford. 
!Mr. Richard Mercier, Bookfeller, Dublin. 
Rev. Samuel Mc. Anally, Birr. 
Rev. Boyle Moody, Newry. 
jtiugh Maculla, Elq. Bathhill. 
Rev. Wm. Miller, A. M. fix Mile Bridge. 
Mr. Wm. Mackenzie, Bookfeller, Dub. 20 copies, 
Mr. Wm. Mc. Donnell, Carlo w. 
Mr. Thomas. Merry, Dublin. 

N 

Rt. Hon. Tbx)8, Lord Vifc. Northland. 
R.t. Hon. John Lord Vifc. Neterville. 
Sir Wni. Gleadowe, Newcomen, Bart* 
Richard Neville, Efq. Furnace, M. P 
Thomas Neibit, Efq. M. P. 
James Nugent, Efq. Mornington. 
Rev. Wm. Noble Kinfale. 
Rev. Charles Nelbitt, Raphoe. 
Rev. Dr. Hugh Nelfon, Dunfhaghlin. 
Rev. Dr. Naule, .Bleflington. 
Mr. Wm. Nicholfon, Bride St< Dublin. 

O 

Rt. Hon. Margaret Lady Oriel* 

Rt. Hon. John, Earl of Ormond- 

Rt. Hon. John, Lord O'Neill. 

Rt. Hon. George Ogle, M. P. 20 copies. 

Charles O Hara, Efq, M. P. 

Arthur O Connor, Efq. M. P. 

George T. Owen Efq, Jameftown* 

Silveftcr 
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Silvefter O'Halloran, Efq. M. D. R. C/S. 

Ralph Oulley, Efq. M. R. I. A. Limerick, 

Wm. Meade Ogle M P. Drogheda. 

Sir Thomas Olborne, Bart. M. P. 

Charles Olborne, Efq- M. P, 

Moft Rev. Dr. Richard, O'Reilly, Drogheda. 

Dr. O'Rahilly, Limerick. 

Rev. Wm. O'Neil, Nt. Mt. Kennedy. 

Mr. Mic, O'Neil, Hacketftown, 

Sir St. George O'Kelly, Knight, Dublin. 

John Orr, Efq. Dublin. 

Dennis'Thomas O'Brien, Efq. 

Peter O'Reilly, Efq. Dublin. 

Richard O'Brien, Efq. Dublin. 


Rt. Hon. Edmund Sexten, Lord Vifc, Pery. 

Rt. Hon. Sir John Parnell, Bart. Chan. Exch. 

Sir Laurence Parfons, Bart. M. P. 

Rt. Hon. Wm. Brabazon Ponfonby. M. P. 

George Ponfonby Efq, M- P. 

Cham. Brabazon Ponfonby, Efq. M. P. 

John Prefton, Efq^ M. P. 

Jofeph Prefton, Efq.- M. P. 

Rt. Rev. Pi. Jofeph Plunket, Kells 

Hon. Henry Pameroy, M. P. 

Richard Pennyfather, Efq. M- P. 

William Pennyfather, Efq. M. P. 

Robert Paul, Efq, M. P. 

Rev. Dr. John Parker, D. D. Vicar General of 

Killaloe and Kilfenora, Ballyvally. 
Rt. Hon, Thomas Pelham, Dublin Caftle. 
Rev. George Macartney, Portis, Cailingford. 

Revr Edmond Prendergaft. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Power, Lifmore. 
Mn John t^urcell, Athy. 
Mr. Edw. Parke 'Architcfft, Dublin. 
Mr. Plunket, Efq. Cherryfield Elphin, 
Win. Phibbs Kq- flolylbrodk, Boyt^: 
Kev. Michael Phrelpottc A. M- Neiiagh. 
Rev. Nathaniel Predion, Trim.' * 
Rev. Arthur Prefton,' Trim. 
Rev. Henry Prefton> Kilcarty, Trim. 
Rev. Jahies Pratt, Corlc. * 
Rev. Ed wine. Palmer, Shinrone. 
Mr. Jonas Pafley, ^VTercht. Dublin, 
Rev. Thos; Pembertoti, Strabarie. 
John Pearfon, Efq. Jameses Street 
JVlr. Hcni-y Porter, Tortarlin^on* 

Thos. Quinn, Efq. Armagh, 

Her Grace the Dutchefs of Rutland. 

His Grate the Duke of Richmond. * 

Fit. Hon* Robert, Earl of Roden. 

Rt. Hon. Ralph, Earl 9f Rofs, 

Rt. Hon. Charlies, Lord Vifc'. Ranelagh- 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Jas. Hawkins; Ld. Bp. ofRapboe, 

Rt. Hon. Williatri Lord Biverfdile, 

Hon. Robert Roohfort, M. P: 

William P. Ruxton, Efq. M. P, 

George Rawfon, Ftq. M. P, 

William Rowley, Elq. M. P. 

Clotworthy Rowley, Efq. M. P. 

John Richirdfon Efq. M; P. 

jyir. Edward Rice, jeweller, Dublin^ 

■ ■'•• Mr 


Mr* John Rice, Bookfeller, Dublin^ 50 copies* 
Pern. &ad49 ECq.Oubliai. 
W illiam Ridge, Efq. Caftle Durrow. 
Mr. James RaHeny, Dublin. 
Bev. Mr. Radclitt, Drumcliff, Sligo* 
Alderman John Rofe, Dublin. 
Fev. Charles Roberts, Dun(haughlin. 
Mr. Jlichari Roche, Mcrcht. Athy, 
Rev. John Rogers, near Dunlhaughlin. 
Rev. Thos. Robinfon, Anneville, Mullingan 
Meflfrs. Ranifay and Birney, Bookfellexs^ VVa- 
terford, 50 copies^ 


Rt. Hon. the Counted? of Shannon, 2 copies^ 

Rt. Hon. Richard, Earl of Shannon. K. S, P, 

Rt. Hon. Richard, Lord Si^nderlin, 

Hon. Baron Smiib. 

Hon. Sir bjkeffingtbp Smith, Bart. M. P. 

Hon. Robert Siewart, M. P. 

James Stewart, Efq. M, P. Kallimoou, 

Heury Stewart, Efq. M. P. 

Hon. Chichefler Skcffington, M. P- 

lion. Henry Skeffington, M. P. 

Hon. Benjamin O'Neal Stratford, M. P, 

Sir Anneiley Stewart, Bart. M. P. 

John Prendergaft Smyth, Efq. M. P. 

William Smyth, Efq. M. P. 

Francis Saunderfou, Efq. M. P. 

Morley Saunders, Efq. Saunders's Grove. 

MaJQr Stratford Saunders, do. 

Sir Richard St. George, Bart. M. P. 

J^mes Scully, Efq. Kilfe^cle, 6 copiea. 

Mr. ^ames iScully, Dublin. 

'•'*■'■ Mr. 
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Mr. Martin Scully, Dublin. 

Robert Shaw, £fq. Dublin. 

Col. Smith, Caftletowii iDelvia* 

Rev. Matthew Sleat£?r, A. M. Dublin. 

Mr. John Stoyie, Dublin. 

Mr. Henrj Sherridan Caftlebar, 

Mr. John Scragg, Carlo w. 

Rev. Mr. Sandeiord, Caftlerea. 

Rev» G. V. Sampfon, M. R. LA. 6 copies^ 

Jahn Stafford, Efq. Elphin, 

Rev. Dr. Stokes, Prpfpeft, Waterford. 

Rev. Archdeacon Stone, Kells, 

Rev. Mr. Smith, Boyle. 

Rev. John Smith, Birr. . 

Rev. Mr. Simcocks, Dublin. , 

Rev. Henry Sandeford, CJork. 

Mr. Jeremiah Sullivan, Dublin. 

Mr. Wm. Sinnett, Dublin* 

Mr. George Smith, Dublin. • 

Rev. Samuel Synge, D. D. Bin;. 

Rev. Maurice Studdert, L. L. D. Ennis. 

Rev. Nicholas Spence, Donaghmore. 

*r T 

Rt. lion, and moft Rev. Dr. William Beresford, 

Lord Arcbbifhop of Tuam. 
Rt. Hon. Walter, I-ord Vifc. Thurles. 
William Power Keatinge Trencb, Efq- M. P. 
Edward Tighe, Efq. M P. 
William Tighe, Efq. M. P. 
Daniel Toler, Efq. M. P. 
Moft Rev. Dr. John Thomas Troy, Dublin. 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Gerald Teaban, Killaroey. 
Matthew talbot Efq. Caftle^Talbot, Wex^d. 

Jdha 
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John Taylor, Efq- M. P. 

Nichs, Loftus lottenham, Efq. M, P. 

Cha«. Totieuham, Efq. M. P. BaWycurry. 

Ponfonby Tottenham, Efq. M, P, 

Rev. Francis Thomas, Leighlinbridgc 

Alderman Thomas Thorpe, Dublin. 

Thomas Teriilon, Efq. Caftle Tenifon. 

Rev. Mr. Thompfon, Afhfort, Elphin. 

Hon, and Rev. Edward Taylor, Headfort. 

Rev. Wm. Travers, Ealtinglafs. 20 copies* 

Rev. Power Trench. 

Rev. Poratio Townfend, Bandon. 

Rev. Broderick Tnckey, Cork. 

kev, Walter Thomas, Letterkenney. 

Travers Hartley, Efq* Dublin. 

Rev. Dt. Tindall, Dundalk. 

Mr. Hugh Toole, Ennifkerry. 

Wm. Tifdall, Efq. Dublin. 


Major General Charles Vallancey, Cove. 

James Verner Efq. M. P. Ghui chill, Armaghi. 

Robert Uniacke Hfq. M. P» 

John Ormtby Vandeleur, Efq. M. P. 

Rev. Dr. Vigors, Ldghlinbridge. 
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IRISH AFFAIRS, ^c. 


C H A p. I. 

haroduSory Obfervations. — The Revolution ofijS^t. 
''^The Caufes and Confequtnces ofit^--^ 

ONa review of our hiftory from the reign 
of Henry the IL to the Revolution of 
1688^ we find the calamities of the nation 
invariably flowing from public mifrule, bar- 
barous manner^, private intercft, and the rage 
of parties. This rage was little affefted by 
thofe changes in religion, which had fet 
Europe in a flame, fortwo fucceflive centuries. 
Popular phrenzy, vague principles, and the luft 
of dominion, were at an early period implica- 
ted with our ecclefiaflical couteils ; and the doc- 
trine of Chriftianity, which fatally had fo 
fmall an influence previous to the commence- 
Vox* L B ment 
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mcnt of tbofe contefts, was attended vrith 
much lefs after. I propofe not to dwell on 
fuch melancholy fcenes, we have too long 
been the dupes of fhameful* prejudices ; myob* 
]t(i is to eradicate fuch diftinctions as have 
ever engendered mifchief, and to reftore that 
union and harmony which hath at all times 
.been the wilh of party to violate. Far be it 
firom me to extenuate the known guilt of any 
party, or applaud the mifcondudl of public 
oppreffors. — Ireland, long ^wafted by its own 
ariftocratical confufion, and little improved by 
the too weak monarchy ereAed oh its ruins, ac« 
ceded to a foreign government, planned on 
th^ giiilt, and introduced by the fraud of one 
of the national chiefs.—- The people having 
changed from bad to worfe, inftead of pro- 
tediion, found a wanton exercife of lawlefs 
and arbltary power ; inftead of peace, a mer- 
cilefs war made on human nature, for 350 
years without intermiflion ; inftead of merciful 
governors, purchafed at the expehce of enor- 
mous pofleflions, a fet of turbulent free-booters, 
who denied the unfortunate natives the be- 
nefit of the Englifti laws, and of all laws 
human and divine. It is no wonder that a 

nation thus treated ; and thus delivered over 

to 
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to utter cxterminatioB, (hould feek rcdrefs by 
the force of ^rms. As far as tlie cruel ftatc 
of anarchy eftjablilhed aiijpngft tbem per- 
mitted, tbey fought and found fome redrefs in 
refinance- They made efforts to regain li- 
berty by theraearis of force^ when they found 
it in vain to, feek that bleffing by any other! 
Indeed, all the little happincfs they enjoyed 
for near 400 years, they owed to the fad expe- 
dient of War alone 1 And yet this llate of 
things was not occafionedby the inhumanity of 
one fet of ccclefiaftics againft another; but to 
the inhumanity of cathoUiCS againft catholics. 
This fliews hp^ little the fqrmal idcntiQ;: of 
religion is fufficie|it to* fecure human kind 
againft human treachery ; it c^i> only be faid 
of religious conformity that it ia a lefs evil iu; 
the world, than a religious difeord 5 fince the 
true purpofes of treachery, or rhe pretenfions 
of zeal can be detefled with much more cer- 
tainty in the £rft cafe, than in the fecond. To 
oppreffive governments a different mode of 
God's worlhip, is generally almoft all crimes 
in one : this makes the folution of all moral as 
well as political evil extremely eafy ; and here 
Alone oppreflion finds the moft commodious 

B n juftificaiion 
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juftification oiF all its meafurcs. This the firft 
oppreflbrs of Ireland wanted ; therefore, as a 
juftification, they ivexe obliged to afcribe to* 
the peculiar obftinacy of the Irifli nation * 
what they could not to their religion. By 
fuch ridiculous pretext they juftified all their 
outrages. The pretexts in diflference of na- 
tion can never impofe long: thofe in diflference 
of religion are of greater duration and of 
worfe confequences. But tbefe confequences, 
mifchievous as they are, will operate much lefs 
towards public mifery, when knowledge and 
national wifdom unite to bring their caufes 
under a ftrider examination, than they have 
hithierto undergone. Religion, good or bad, 
is the beft teft we have for the probity of men. 
Its votaries, through the feduftion of fome, 
and ignorant zeal of others, may at fome pe- 
riods torture the facred text to defend bad 
meafures, and rotten principles. But fuch aii 
evil is temporary, it is the duty of govern- 
ment and the perfedion of patriotifm to do it 
away. Then the tranfient effeds of tranfient 
policy would ceafe ; and if union on the te- 
nets of religion could not be obtained, an union 
on civil principles might ; to fuch an union 

no 


Since the Revolution. g 

00 good governor will be an obftacle, nay he 
will be adive in making the difcrimination we 
here contend for. 

On the eftablifhment of the Reformation un- 
der Queen Elizabeth, it may be obferved with 
truth, that one party was punifhed without 
mercy, and the other, without found policy. 
Her intereft led her, and the fuccefs of her 
father and brother encouraged her to change 
the eftablifhed religion in Engla&d. This {he 
effe6ied ; but the truth obliges us to confefs, 
that the new church was ere6led on the foun- 
dations of perfecution. The change was ef- 
fedled by a fudden effort of legiflative power ; 
but without that moderation, which time, 
rather than human wifdom, exerts in eilablifli- 
ments of this nature.— This evil of perfecution 
encreafed during the following reigns ; when 

the three kingdoms, for the firfttimc, were 
fubjeft to one fovereign. 

James, L whom the trumpeters of politi- 
cal lies charged with favouring popery, was its 
greatefl enemy. His adminiftration in Ireland 
is an almof^ continued proof of this aflertion^ 

B a his 
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his trimming conduft towards the Catholics in 
England, is no proof to the contrary; for they 
gained nothing by the lures he held out to 
them. Charles, his fucceffor, ruinoufly trod in 
his fteps. The Scottifh covenanters would 
would not bear the introduftion, of what they 
deemed a fuperftitious liturgy among them. 
They fought redtefs in iofurredion ; and the 
parliament then fitting at Weftminftcr, ap- 
proved of their conduft. The Irifh dreading 
the worft from the republican fpirit that now 
exifted in Britain, entertainJffl the thoughts of 
availing themfelves of the |)refent opportunity 
.to ftiake off the bondage they groaned under 
for many years before, ^ut this they defigned 
to effeauate by legal means. Truth warrants 
me in afferting, that the Irifti wanted to f edrefs 
grievances by Jegal and conftitutional means. 
They were firmly attached to monarchy: 
they were loyal to the reigning prince, not- 
withftanding the unwbrthinefs of his deputies 
who betrayed both him and them. The def- 
perate meafiires, which many adopted foon; 
after, weie occafioned by the adjournment of 
the feffionsof parUamem in 1641, fo contrary 
\o the kicg's order as well as intereft. A part, 

and 
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jmd not alU arofe in Ulflcr'and fought relief in 
refiftance ; the continuation of the feflibn, to- 
gether with paffing fome bills into laws pur- 
iuant to his majefty's defire, would have com^ 
pletely prevented the murders and maflacres 
that enfued ; and which are to be folely af- 
cribed to the perfidious treachery of the 
lords'-juilices. 

It is a pity fo fenfible a writer as Mr. Hume, 
Ihould be fo much mifled into different ac-: 
counts of tbeief matters ; a wound from fuch 
a hand is pain^l : but it is far from being morr 
tal, in an age wherein hillqry may be written 
and adorned, but cannot poffibly be created. 
The mifreprefentations of Sir John Temple and 
others, Mr. Hume has drawn out on a new 
canvas^ heightened by all the colouring of his 
art, as a fine painter ; and the piece evi dently 
coil him mueh labour. Horror and pity are 
wrought up here, in high perfe£ii«n : but 
happily, tTie Iriih did not fit for the pifture, 
and Mr. Hume can claim no other merit in this 
inftance, but that of giving a wrong bias to the 
paflions, he took fo muc^ pains to excite, — j 
far from being influenced by the fpiritual «eal 

of 
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of apy feft, Mr. Huipe has faid enough to 
condemn its exceffes, in every party of thofc 
nuferable and barbarous times. He laid opea 
diojfe cancerous fores, which ftill gnaw into 
our minds, and have produced, what they 
ever muft produce, party malevolence, party 
interefts, perfecuting laws, perverfe judgments, 
and averfion from due information ! It would 
be little expefted that fuch a writer, ftiould 
deviate in any inftance from tyuth, and lay 
down the arms of philofophy, to wield thofe 
of fpiritual hatred ! Wherefore it is reafona- 
ble to jjrefume, that nothing but miftakes in 
matters of faft, could tempt him, to return 
fuch weapons, with a new edge to inflamed ad- 
verfaries ; but particularly to men, who in 
their anniv^rfary preachings, abandoned the 
road of charity and truth, to perpetuate animo- 

fity, and wound the living by unjuftifiable 
ftrokes on the dead. By revifing the remem* 
brance of thofe times, my objedl is to inftruft, 
not to mifreprefent; to pacify, not to flander. 
In my humble apprehcnfion the confounding 
times and things, is making the word poffible 
life of hiftory ; until we can make the proper 
diftindion between them, civil and. religious, 

prejudices 
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prejudices muft prevail, to the utter ruin of a 
country, fo peculiarly circumftanced, as to be 
incapable of a moment's happinefs without 
the mutual co-operation and concord of all its 
people. 

From the reftoration to the fucceflion of 
James IL the Irifh manifefted a fpirit of 
loyalty to their fovereign and obedience to the 
laws, which were highly commendable ; but 
upon the accefTion of that unfortunate atid 
ill-guided prince^^ll the horrors of religious 
and civil intolerance burft out with redoubled 
fury. The judicious part of the Catholic com- 
munity, were difgufted at the violent mea- 
fures James purfued, in order to overturn 
Proteflantifm, but he being entirely go- 
verned by the raih councils of the Queen and 
her confeflbr, thought it was neceflary for 
him, particularly as he was in the decline of 
life, by hafty fteps to carjry his defigns into 
execution ; left the fucceflion of the Princefs 
of Orange fhould overturn all his projeAs. 
In vain did Arundel, Powis, and Bellafis re- 
monftrate, and fuggeft more moderate and 
guarded meafures. Thefe men had feen and 
experienced, the furious aniipathy which the 

natior 
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nation bore to popery ; and though fome fob- 
fequeut incidents had apjarently allayed 
that fpirit, they knew that the fettled ha- 
bits of the nation were fliU the fame, and 
thatv the fmalleft incident was fufficient 
to renew the former animoiity. A ver^ 
moderate indulgence to their religion would 
have fatisfied them; and all attempts to 
acquire power, much more ,to operate 
a change of national faith, they confidered 
both dangerous and deftruftive. Among all 
the engines of authority formerly exercifed by 
the crowti, none had a more pernicious or 
even deftruftive tendency to liberty, than the 
court of High Commiffion, which, together 
nvitlj the Star Chamber, had been abolifhed in 
the reign of Charles I. by a&-of parlia- 
ment ; where a claufe was alfo infer ted, pro- 
bibiting the eredlion of that court, or any of 
a like nature.i> So pafitivc and imperious was 
Jame§ iu his councils, that this law was deem- 
ed no obftacle ; and an ecclefiaftical commif- 
fion was apew iffued, by whieh feven commif- 
fioners were in veiled with full and unlimited 
jiuthority over the entire church of England- 
The king's defign to fubduc the chtirch was 

povir 
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now fufficiently known ; and bad be been able 
to eftablifh tbc autbority of tbis new crcfted 
court, bisfuccefs was infallible. A more fen* 
fible blow could not be given botb to na- 
tional liberty and religion ; and happily the 
contefl could not be tried in a caufe more un-r 
juft and unpopular than that againft Sharpe 
and the Bifhop of London. — Almoft the en- 
tire of tbis Ibort reign confifts of attempts, 
either imprudent or illegal, and commonly 
both, againft whatever was moft loved and 
revered by the nation : even fuch fcheme§ of 
the King's as might be laudable in themfelves, 
were fo difgraced with thefe intciitions, that 
they ferve only tp aggravate the charge againll 
bim. 

Jam is much more imprudent, headftrong, 
tind arbitrary than bis brother, iflued a procla- 
mation, fufpending all the penal laws in eccle- 
liafHcal affairs, and granting a general liberty 
of confcience to all his fubjefls. He was not 
deterred bytheconfideration, that this fcheme 
of indulgence was already blafted by two 
fruitlefe attempts ; and that in fuch a govern- 
ment as that- of England, it was Hot fufficient 

that 
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that a prerogative be approved of by a few 
prejudiced lawyers and' aqtiquarians. If it 
was condemned by the general voice of the 
nation, and yet was ftill exerted, the viftory 
over national liberty was equally fignal as if 
obtained by the moft flagrant injuftice and 
ufurpation. 

■ / . 
These two confiderations indeed would 

rjither ferve to recommend this prpjeft to 
James, who confidered himfelf fuperior iu vi- 
gour and a^Jliyity to his brother, and who cer- 
tainly thought his people epjoyed no liberties 
but by . his royal conceflion and indulgence. ' 
In order to prcferve a better reception for his 
edi<^ of toleration, the king finding himfelf 
oppofed by the church, paid court to the Dif- 
fentets ; in the expeftation of playing one : 
party againft the other, he would there- 
by eafily obtain a viftory over both ; a policy 
too refined for his capacity to carry into ex- 
ecution. But his intention was fo obvious, 
that it was impoflible for him to gain the re- 
gard and fincere confidence of the Diflenters ; 
for had they been ever fo much difpofcd to 
clofe their eyes with regard to James's de- 
^ns, the manner of conducing his fcheme in 

Scotland, 
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Scotland, was fully fufficient to difcover the* 
fecrct. The king fitft. applied to the Scotch * 
parliament, and deiired a toleration for Ca- 
tholics alone, without including the Prelbyte- 
riails ; but that aflembly firmly refolved riot 
to facrifice their civil liberties, and perti- 
nacioufly determined to adhere to their reli- 
gion, now for the firft time rejedled the king's 
application. James therefore found himfelf 
obliged to ufe his prerogative, and he con- 
fidercd it prudent to intereft a party of his 
people, befides the Catholics, to fupport this 
aft of prerogative. The harafled and perfc- 
cutcd Prelbyterians, to their great aftonilhment, 
heard the principles of toleration every where 
extolled, and found that permiflion was grant- 
ed to attend conventicles, an offence which 
had been declared no lefs than a capital crime, 
even during this reign. However the king's 
declaration of toleration contained articles 
fufficient to damp their joy. James declared 
that he never would ufe force, nor invincible 
necejfityy againfl: any man on account of 
his religious perfuafion. It is likewife 
remarkable, that James declared in exprefs 
terms, that he had thought fit, by his 
favereign a^utho/ity, prerogative royal, and 

uhfoluU 
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abJohU power, which, tf/V^i^ rf/^rv^, ajl his 
fubjeds were to obey, to grant this royal feelc- 
ration. \ 

Th£ dangerous fchemes of other princes 
may be collefted by a comparifon 'of their 
feveral anions ; but fo infatuated was James 
with blind zeal, fo tranfported with his 
haughty difpofitiorf, that even his proclama- 
tions and edids contain fentiments which may 
fuffice to his condemnation, without any 
farther inveftigation. But what afiprded the 
mod alarming profpeft, was, the violent aiad 
precipitate management of Irifti affairs. 

The Catholics were put in pofleffion of the 
council t^le, of the courts of judicature, of 
the benches of jufticc. The charters of 
Dublin, and of all the corporations, were re- 
called ; and new charters were granted, which 
fubjefted the. corporations to the abfolute will 
of the fovereign. The ' Proteftant freemea 
were expelled. Catholics introduced, and the 
latter feft being in number the majority, were 
now invcfted with the whole power of the 
Kingdom. 

The 
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Thb a6l of fettlement was the only bar to 
their enjoying the whole property; and 
Tyrconnel defigned to convene a parliament, 
in order to revefre that a£t. But in thi$ 
violent fcheme, he met with opppfition from 
the more cautious Catholics in the King's 
council. Lord Bellaiis went fp far as to affirm 
with an oath, that '^ the fellow in Ireland was 
fool and madman enough to ruin ten king- 
doms/' James, not fatisfied with exhibiting . 
the imprudence of his conduA in his own 
kingdomsi, determined that all Europe fhould 
be wituefs of it. He publicly fent an am- 
bafladpr to Ropie in order to exprefs his obe* 
dirence to his holinefs, and to reconcile his 
kingdom^ tp the Catholic communion. 

« 

The Pope, little pleafedwith this forw^ard 
ftep, reafonably concluded, that a plan fo in- 
difcreetly conduced, could never be crowned 
with fuccefs. The only mark of complaifance 
which James received from the Pope was hi$ 
fending a nuncio into England in return for 
the embafly j fpr his Holinefs, at the time^ 
ixras involved in a violent Quarrel with the 
French Monarch, which interefted him much 
inore than the converfion o£ England, where- 

fore 
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fore he bore Httle regard to James, confidcr- 
ing him too clofely united with his inveterate 
enemy, — ^Whilfe James oppofed, in the moft 
open manlier, all the principles and prejudicefd 
of his Proteftant fubjeils, he could not but at 
times be fenfible, that he required their affiftance 
in the execution of his fchemes ; and although 
by virtue of his prerogative he had fufpended 
the penal laws and difpenfed with the teft, yet 
he would gladly have obtained the fanflion of 
parliament to thefe a£ts of powers as he was 
fenfibfe that without this authority, his edids 
alone would never aflford fufficient fecurity to 
the Catholics. He therefore ufcd every means 
in his power to break the oBftinacy of the 
parliament in this particular. But finding all 
his efforts ineffedual he diffolved the parlia- 
ment, and refolved to convene a new one, 
from whom he expefted at leaft more fub- 
miffion, James's power at this time was ex- 
orbitant, his revenue fo confiderable and in- 
dependent that if he had embraced any na- 
tional party, he might have carried his autho- 
rity to what extent he pleafed. But the Ca- 
tholics, to whom he attached himfelf, were not 
the one hundreth part of the people. James 
therefore finding Httle hopes of fuccefs, pro- 
traded 
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traded tbe ele&ion of a parliament, and ftill 
proceeded in tbe exercifc of his illegal and 
arbitrary authority. , In Irdand Tyrconnel 
refolved to inveft the Catholics with the whole 
power of the kingdom, particularly that of 
mode^Iinj^ all future parliaments : He addrefll 
ed himfelf to the city of Dublin, and recom* 
mended them to furrender their charter to the 
king. The citizens hefitated to adopt a 
meafure, for which not even a plaufible pre- 
tence had been affigned. At length, Tyrconnel 
in a rage of difappointment, loaded them with 
reproaches and menaced them with all the in- 
dignation of the royal vengeance. It being in 
vain to expoftulate with the Lord Deputy on 
the impropriety of his reqtiifition, the citiisens 
of Dublin, by the hands of theiJr retordei', pre- 
fented a petition to the king, ftating their 
zealous attachment to his perfon and govetn^ 
ment, and imploring the continuance of their 
charter. The application was rej^ed with 
fcorn. A quo warranto was immediately 
illued, and judgment fuddcnly pronoun* 
ced againft their charter. Many other 
corporations were foon after difTolved by the 
fame procedure ; and Ibiiie wejfe influenced to 
furrender their charters iTy promifes and 
VoL.^L C menaces. 
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mcixxacOGi* Previous to the ren^oval of lord 
G^readoii, the. king's maudate had been pren 
fented to the governors of the uuiverfity, di- 
redii^ them to admit one Green, a Roman 
Catholic, to a profeffbrftiip. It wa,& ignorant- 
ly ftyled a profeffprfhip of the Irifh Ian- 
giiage. The emoluments, therefore, as well 
as the office emitted only in imagination ; but 
tho* G^ciene was thus difappointed, the uui- 
verfity exped^ed with the moll melancholy 
appjeheniiojQS, fome farther attacks on their 
privileges. In this fituation they refolved to 
convert moft of their plate into money, for 
the pux:poCai of ereftin^ new buildings, or pur- 
chafing. 1mi4s. They had procured the con- 
fent. jof their vifitors for this projeA. But 
Tyrconnel having in the mean time arrived, 
and being informed of the tranfaftion, feized 
the plate in the port of Dublin, and depofited 
it in the king's ftores. The more moderate 
however of his advifers prevailed upon him to 
reftore it to the univerfity. 

The whole kingdom now refounded with 
complaints of the meannefs, ignorance and in- 
folence of their rulers ; while the alarming ft ate 
of the revenue made an adequate impreflion 

on 


CM xAt nlmds of thofe Eogliih ttiiiiifters> whofe 
vkW5 wdre not fbldy^ confined to the pronto^ 
tion of the king's fchemes. The xnifcotdiift . 
of Tyrconnel was folely blamed as the occa* 
fion of t^iiferihem, Which occafiotied an urgent 
arpplicanbiy t6 the Mimfi ta appoint a wifer akid 
!feo¥e teAp*raft^ goi^^rrior of Ireland. To avext 
the i minding ftorm, the deputy obtained 
pt'rniiifibh' to ^tttidilM rciysrl ' maftes?, acoom- 
patiitfd Bjr Riet, xihief bslrbn of the Ercbeqner, 
tBe latter of \^h6itt made fuck plaufibte 
reprefentationi; cf t(he ftate of Irehmd^t folely 
defigned to recommend his patron,' that the 
king, without hefitaliOM, refto»d the deputy, • 
tb'Hfe gtoverniAcnt , where he' continued to fio^ 
ceWf with his ufuair vi61ence. The next ftep 
of tfi<i dourt, was'an iuMt offtiftr more open 
natufre onf the whfole *la$iof theecclefiaftics, 

• 

and whiich rendet^ed tfee breach between James 
and th^t powerful body fatal, as well as incu- 
rable- It is foniewhat furpri/ing that James, 
when be felt from the fentiments of his own 
m^nd; what a mighty influence religious zeal 
had'over himfelf, could be fo infatuated as ne- 
ver once to fufpeCV, that it might poffibly have 
a proportionate authority over his fubje£ts« 
Could he have profited from experience, he 
tod feen inftances enough of their ftrong , 

C 2 averfion 
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averfion towards that communion^ which he 
was violently determined to introduce into 
this kingdom. 

James publilhed a fecond mandate of 
toleration almoft in fimilar . terms with the 
ibrmer ; and he ; fabjoined an order that it 
ftould bfe read by the clergy in all, churches, 
immectiately after divine fervice. This claufe 
the clergy coifcei ved to be meant as an infult 
ism. them^ and they were fenfible that by their 
compliance' they would be expofed to public 
contempt, on account of their tame behaviour, 
and to public hatred, by indirefUy patronizing 
io obnoxious a prerogative, v They therefore 
befought the king, that he would not infill 
.upon their compliance with fuch an order, 
but he was incapable, not only of fubmitting 
to the grcateft oppofition, but of allowing tjie 
flighted and moft refpe£lful contradictions 
to pafs unpuniftied. He immediately em- 
braced a refolution of punifhing the bifliops 
for their difobedience ; who forthwith 
were fcnt to the tower, on their refiifal to 
givebail^ but to theinfinite joy of the whole 
kingdom they were honourably acquitted. 
James w^^as ftill determined to rulh forward 

in 
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in the fame'courfe into which already by ^is 
precipitation he had fo far advanced. He iilued 
orders to profecute all thofc clergymen' who 
had not read his declaration ; he fent a man- 
date to the new fellows, whom I^e obtruded 
on Magdajen College, to eleft for prefident 
one Giffard, a doAor of the Sorbonne ; and he 
is faid to have nominated the fame perfon 
to the fee of Oxford. So great an infatuation 
is perhaps an obje£t of compaflion rather than 
of anger : and is really aftoniihing in a man, 
who in other reipedls, was far from being de« 
^cient in fenfe and accpmplifhments. 

1688 Whilst every motive, civil, and relir 
giQus, concurred to alienate from the 
king every denomination and rank of men, it 
might be prefumed, that his throne would in- 
ftantly fall to pieces by its own weight. But 
fdchis the influence of eftabliflied government ; 
fo averfe are men firom undertaking hazardous 
^nterprizes, that had not the nation received 
affiftance from abroad, affaijrs might long have 
contiijued in their pre fent delicate fituation, 
^nd James might perhaps at laft have fuc-' 
peeded ip his ralh and ill-concerted projefts. 
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Sj^^i; thePriticcof QxfDge's marrij^e wUl^ 
James's daughterji ^e fupp^orted a prxxdeox und 

ca,utious condu^; he apparep^ily" .cpnceroje^ 
hiiufelf veiy. Uttle ia Englifli ^fl^irs^ ajjd be 
took particulajr care to avoid giving oi- 
fenqe Pf difeuft to ?jiy of tl^ fa£lions, or 
even to Jaxxies Wiufclf. His iaterefl: as yrell . 
as iuplijQatiQi^ pjprupte^ Ijioi to apply himfelf 
affiduoufly in coptii^ental affaij^s, and to ap- 
pofe th? power of. the French monarch, againft 
whom, he had couceiyed the moft violent 
hatred, from peribnal a» nyeU' as political 
motives. By fuch condu^ the Prince of 
Orange, gratified the prejudice? of the Englifli 
nation j but as he tljwarted the SpaAifli Mo- 
narch's wifties^ who foughj for pfsjkcfe by a 
compliance with France, he funk much ia 
the efteem of that Prince^ 

Jam^s, on his corping to th? throne, pe^:- 
ceiviug it to be his iqtprcft to pjreferve an in- 
timacy and be on good ternis with the Prince 
€)f Orange, on m^ny occaiions gave proofs of 
his friendftiip for him, and the Prince oxx his 
part was i^ot wanting in apparjent regard and 
duty towards James. 

Om 
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On Motomouth's invafioa, tbe Prince of 
Orange dtfpatcfaed to James's affiftwce, fix 
regiments of Engliih troops» which were in 
the Dutek fiorvice, and even propofed to take 
tJie command of James's forces againft the re- 
bels. However much the Prince diitiked the 
n^xxiins of the king's Government, heprefiiirved 
a filence on the fubje& and give no Mtin- 
tinance to thofe difcoQt^ts Which were M^ith 

fuch afiidutty ififfeminated throughout the 
kingd<!>uj. 

NoTwirHSTAKDiNa James had entertained 
lofty ideis of his own prerogative, yet he 
found that the edi^ iflfued by it, wanted 
much of the aiithority of tbe laws, and the 
contmuauce of them would in the end become 
dangerous, both to himfelf, and to the Catho- 
lics, whom he deiired to favour. An 2^Gt of 
the legiflature almc could eftabUIh thg tole- 
ration, which he endeavoured to effed, where- 
fore he folicited the confent of the Prince of 
Orange to the repeal of the penal ftatutes, and 
of the teft, hoping if the Prince would declare 
in favour of that meafure, the parliament 
would at laft be prevailed with to adopt it. 
Aild iQ order tQ engage thq Prince to concur 

witU 
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with his views, hopes were given that England 
would efpoufe all thofe ienterprizcs which the 
Princes's adive and extenfive mind had fo 
fuccefsfully planned on the C^tinent. The 
Prince 6f 'Orange was fenfibje, that the king of 
Spain, and the Eniperor'of Germany, iverc In- 
cenfed at the i^epeated ill ufage and injuries 
which they had fufiefed frbm'the ambition of 
Lewis X1V» the prince knew^ the weight 
of thefe Monarchs with the Catholic Prin- 
ces of the Ehipire, and he himfelf had 
acquired a great afcendancy amongft the Pro- 
tefttot Princes'; h^ therefore planned the 
the projed of leaguing Europe in a general 
confederacy agkinft the encroachments of 
France, which alresCdy feeoied to menace the 
liberty and indc^pendence of all its neigh- 
bours. 
» 

No charaflers are perjiaps more incoiQ*. 
patible than thofe of a perfecutor and a con- 
queror, and Lewis foon perceived that by the 
banifhment of fo many of his ufeful fubjedis, 
he had pot only weakened his own dominions, 
but had inflamed all the Proteftant dates againfl 
him. Amfterdam and other cjties of Holland, 
had dropped all their private fadlions, on ac- 
" count 
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count of the fuirious perfecutions in France 
of the tiugonots, and united thjemfelvca clpfe- 
ly to the Prince of Orange ; while the Fxotefr 
tant Piinces of the Empire formed a feparate 
league for the defence of their religion. 

Thx. people of England were anew tj;- 
cenfed at jthe bUnd bigotry of thdr fbvereiga, 
and were ready to adopt the moft defpcr ate 
refolutions againft him : it appear^ evidently 
from a view qf the ftatg of Europe at this pc- 
riod> tJ|iatLewji^ XIY* had pot only fullied 
and tarni(he4 an iltuilrious r^gn, Uut by 
this wantQn persecution had created infur- 
mquntable barriers to bis arms which other- 
wife,, it woiild . be extremely difldcult, if nor 
impoflible, to pppofe. TJic Prince of Ofange 
availed Jjimfelf of all th^fe advantages ; and 
by his influence and intrigues, a confederacy 
was entered into at AugQ)urg, where the en- 
tire £n^pjr€; joined inits defence againft Lewis. 
jHoUand and Spain i^ecame parties in the 
league. $avoy a^erwards acceded to it ; and 
Sweden aod Denfnark favoured the fame 
caufe; but«^ill tlte league was deemed un* 
equal to its end and imperfed ; fo long as 
England maintained that neutrality, in whiifh 

• • ' ' fte 
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file iiad iiithenD cootuiued% : However }miM 
migbt be more b&gcttcd than bb farolhear* yet 
he WSLS at leaft motro feofibk to his ovra and ^ 
national hOQOur tliaa Obasrles, aad wefi^e he 
not enikved by tiue iormer motiTe, he would 
have fupported the intereft and independence 
of hk kingdoms with more fpirit. There£)re, 
when he emtertakied the hope» of promodng 
his religions views by oppofmg the fcfaemes of 
France, he was not averfe to that meafate ; 
and he gave the Prince of Orange reafon to 
prefume,' that be would fecond His plroje£is» 
provided the Prince would coneur with his 
fchemes in £nglands-^Thi^ certainly was a 
tempting offer to a Prince fo ambitious of pro- 
moting bis own views as the Prince of Ott6ge 
was; but the obft^cles to that meafure, af^ 
peared to him upon deliberation, ittfu- 
peraWe. Hn obfi^rv^d that James had earcited 
the viokiit hatred of hi^ own fubjeds, and 
that great fear« were entertained of his defigns. 
The Prince was apprehfenfive ihould he con- 
cur in thefe detefted meafures, he would bring ^ 
on bimfeirthe odiuti^, under which James 
laboured j and that he himfelf might rifle the 
lofingaflicceffion, which was awaiting him,and 
^hich he had even hopes of enjoying, before 

It 
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It ihopld by the jcoLiirfe of nature devolve to 
him^ by the eg^c^ous indi&retioa of James. 
Therefore tljue Prinze of Orange^ would only 
confent to t1^ rqseal of the pieaal ftatotes, by 
which the Qoii-conformifi^ as well as the 
Catholics were expafed to punifhrnent ; bvt 
he eileenjed the tcft as a lecurUy ablblutely 
expedient for the preiJCirvation of the cftablifti- 
ed religion. JiMnes was much difplea&d on 
this pcc^fipn, ^nd tpok every opportunity to 
ihew hisdifpleafurc, as well againftthe Fruue 
of Orange. a3 the IJnitod States.-*— He gave the 
Algcrin^ pirate^ who pfieyed op the Dutch, a 
reception in his pprts, and alfb liberty to dif. 
ppfe of their prizes. He renewed fome comr 
pUi^ts of tl^e £aft India Company, ana re- 
quired the £x English regiments in the Dutch 
iervice to be icnt over, and began to put hi^ 
navy in a Ibrmida^e fiate. From all thefe 
mpvements the Diftch were apprehenfive that 
James fought ^oiily an occaiion of making wa|^ 
upon them. The Prince on his part rcfolved t<^ 
carry on matters with more energy. He fedu* 
louily endeavoured to prefcrve the attachment 
of the Prot^ilants to bis interefty aod to keep 
them firm in their prefeut union againft the 
Pathoircs. The Prince wae confcious that the 

men 
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men of higher rank were for the moft part re- 
tained in their religion,— more by honoifr 
than principle ; and altho* every one was 
aftiamed to become the firft convert ; however 
if the example was once fet by any perfon of 
diftinftion, policy and intcreft would ^^\y 
make rapid converfions to a religion which 
was fo zealoufly encouraged and promoted 
by th^ king- The Prince of Orange immedir 
ately difpatched an^ e;avoy to England, who 
was to remonftrate with the king on his con- 
duft at home and abroad, and had private di- 
redions to apply on behalf of the Prince to 
every denomination and feft, in a becoming 
manner. The Prince fent ailurances to the 
Proteftants of favour and regard, and affured 
them that his Holland education had not in 
tiny refpeft prejudiced him againft epifcopal 
government; he exhorted the Diffeuters tQ 
beware of the fallacious carefles of a Popilh 
court, but to wait patiently until in due time 
Proteftants Ihould grant them that toleration, 
which with fo much juftice they had long de-? 
manded. Dykvelt, the Prince's envoy, executed 
his commtffion with fuch ingenuity (hat moil 
ef theconfiderable perfon ages both in church 
and flate, made fecret application through him 

tQ 
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to the Prince of Orange ; and all orders of mtxk 
looked jmflifully towards Holland. However 
there ekifted fome canfes, which retjsaned.all 
parties in awe, and prevented them from 
breaking oiit into inftant violence. The 
Prince was afraid of ri(king by an invafian, 
an inheritance, which the laws ensured to the 
Princefs ; and the Proteftants, from the prof- 
pe£l of her fucceffion, Hill conceived hopes of 
a peaceable and fafe redrefs of all their griev- 
ances. Bnt upon • the birth of the Prince of 
Wales, all thefehopes vaniihed, and the £ng« 
lifh iaw no refburce but a mutual league in 
defence of their rights. How Ihort %hted is 
human policy! No event was fo acdently 
wiihed for by James as tbe.birth of th« Prince 
of Wales, as he conceived the fiicoi eftabliih* 
ment of his throne would be the confequence, 
but what he had fo long made the object of 
his prayers, proved the inftant caufe of his 
downfall and deftruiiion. 

All fa6iion was for a time laid afleep in 
England, and Whigs and Tories, forgetting 
their animofity, had fecretly combined in 
the defign of oppoiing their mifguided and 
unhappy Prince. Even Sunderland the king's 

favourite 
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fevourkc imA^eVy is believed to h»ve Sneered 
into a GOrrrfpottd^nce wiih tfei Priui* ; and 
at the expenee^ af his ofwn hono0r and his 
mafter's^ idtei^eft, to have privately cmbrao^d 
a« eaufe whiob he fuppofed* wais likely tcbe fe- 
foon predaminaifnt. Theitieip of affinity had 
Ihtle influence^ owr » perfbn of tiief Princef of 
Orar^'s j^ask' and difpcffitidn ^ or Ihoirld: he 
even be rcproa<jhed for vioiadngs rbe^ dudes of 
private life!, yet the g^toryr of ddliverihg: airop^ 
preCfed naticttii wou^Idv be hoped, in the'opimon:. 
of all ^tionai mem be. able to ma&ef ftifficien^ 
compenfatioi*. Therefote tbe Prince waa> re^- 
folved^ tO'j^ld^ to the applicatton of Emgland 
aad t<y undertake the def^ncb\of a nation, 
^hlelv regarded^ him as iti fole prote&or. The 
Prince of Oisange could not rcafonably e^rpeft 
on the commencement of his undertaking, 
that it would lead him toafcend the Englifti 
throne ; but he unquefttonably ^ forefaw that 
its fuccefs would eftablifti liis authority in 
that nation. It muft be confeffed that al- 
tho' the Prince of Orange's virtue was far 
from beiiig pure, yet during his life he was 
extremely hajjpy in thedifferent fituationsin 
which be was placed ; for his aftions and con- 
duft contributedlargeiy to the general interefts 

of 
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offociety. So fortunate i/^athedifpofitionof 
his ^airs, and fo fecret were his determina- 
tions, that little fufpicion was enteruiaed 
of his r^al intentions to invade England^ 
The Prince's enterprize was yet a fecret ta 
James,, when Tyrconnel received intelli- 
gence from ^mfterdam of his defign, and' con- 
veyed it to the kjing^ by whom and Sunder- 
land it was treated with derifion. James- 
was fo fully perfuaded of the facrednefs of 
{lis own aiuhocity,, that he imagined a fimi- 
laj belief bad impi^fled bis^ fubje&s^ wherefore 
liotwithiftanding the fir ong fy mptoms of difr 
coQfent that, exifted amongft bis people^ bis 
QOniidence in his army was fuch« that be> trufled^ 
tbatwin cafe of an intafionx he would eaiily be 
abl«^to repeUnot only foreign force, but alfo to 
fuj^refs aqiy cc^n^iotion among the people. 

Wh^n the Prince of Orange could no 

longer^ with .a// his artifice, conceal his real 

intentions oil England ; Lewis XIV. ofiered 

James every ai&ftance in his power to 

repel the intended invafion. But fuch was 

tb<^ delicate and perplexing fituation of the 

king's affairs, that he was afraid of accepting 

of Lewis's propofal. He apprehended that 

the 
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the introdu 6^1011 of a body of auxiliaries at 
this time might breed difcontents among His 
own troops and that the old fufpicion of a 
confederacy againft Holland, and againft the 
Proteftant religion might be revived ; where- 
fore he rejedled Lewis's propofal, Lewis con- 
iidered James's intereft fo clofely conriefted 
with his own, that at the inftance of the Britilh 
ambaflador at Paris, Lewis fent orders to the 
French Reiident at the Hague, to remonftrate 
with the ftates againft the preparations, they 
were making againft; England. This remon- 
ftrance had a bad efie£l, and fet the ftates in k 
flame. Even James was difplcafed with Lewis*^ 
officious conduct on the occaft6ti. He recalled 
his minifter Skelton from Paris, and threw 
him into the Tower for his ralfti condudk, and 
be folemnly declared that no alliance what* 
foever of a private nature fubfifted between 
him and Lewis. However the ftates affeded 
to appear incredulous on that fubjeft ; and the 
Englifti, vaftly prgudiced againft their king, 
pofitively believed that a plan was/ concerted 
with Lewis for their total fubjugatiori. Such 
fuggeftions were every where difperfed abroad, 
and they tended not a little to encreafe the dif- 
contents, of which both the Navy and Army, 

as 
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as well as the people, difcoverM daily the 
moft glaring proofti. James finding himfelf 
bpfjofed by all the civil and ecclefiafticat 
powers of the kingdom^ determinl^d to appeal 
to the military, who, if unanimous, hie thought 
were alone able to effefluate all his purpofes. 
ttis dtefign wias to engage all the fegitnents, onie : 
after another, to givi thdr content to the re- 
peal of the teft and penal ftatutes ; the firft re- 
giment that was dtawn out, wfcre told that they 
were required either to concur with his ma- 
jefty^s views in thofe particulars, or to lay 
down their arms. James was aftoniftied td 
find, that» (two captains and a few catholic 
foldiets crrcepted) the whole regiment inftant- 
ly preferred the latter part o^ the alternative. 
For fome moments he remained fpeechlefs \ 
but recovering from hislurprize, he command- 
ed them to take up their arms, adding with i 
fuUen air, that for the future, he would not 
do them the honour ^o aik their advic^. 
During this (late of affairs, Jslmes received A 
letter from tlie Marquis of Abbeville, his mini-^ 
iter at the Hague, which informed him to a 
eertainty, that he might immediately tvptSi A 
jpowerful invafion from ttolland* James's 
eyes w^te now opened, and \it perceived him- 
VoL/L D fell 
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felf on the vciTge of a prcciince, which his de- 
lufions had hitherto concealed frotn his view* 
He faw no refource, but in a fudden recafll of 
all thofe unfortunate meafures, which had 
caufed fo many enemies foreign and domeftic* 
He courted the Dutch and propofed to enter 
into a league with them, he reftored all the 
magiftrates, who had been deprived of their 
commiifionson, account of their adherence to 
the teft and penal flatutes : he leftored the 
charters of all the corporations, and annulled 
the court of ecclefiafiical commiffijon, while lie 
carefled thofe bifhops whom he had fo lately 
profecuted and infulted. But all thefe meafures 
were regarded as fympton[U of fear, and not of 
fincerity or repentance. Nay fo unfortunate 
was James in his prepoflelfions, that in the 
midft of all his diftrefs, he was fo impolitic at 
the baptifm of the young prince, as to appoint 
the Pope to be one of his fponfors. 

« 

Before the Prince of WalesV 
birth, a report was widely 
fpres^d ^bfoad, that a fuppofitious child wasta \ 
be ir^pofed on the people ; w^ich ridiculous 
tod abfurd propagation might have been eafily 
<juaihed in thq beginning ; yet by James's di& 
dsuning, through haughtinefs, to faltisfj^ the 

public 


public on the fubje£l» tbc ^1 calumny gftined 
graujadi and niade fd dee]^ an itnpteflion^ thai 
he was confirkined to fubtnit to thepkinfiil 
neceifity of afceitaining the reality of that binh. 
In the mean time, the Princi of Orange's de- 
claration ;Wa/s difperfed over the kingdoih> and 
received general approbation* All the grie* 
vances of the nat^n weJre th^l^ fully (tated 
and enumerated^ The prinC9,4eclared that hii 
intention in coming to England, was, to redrefs 
thefe grievances, ai)d,:QOt with any view of* 
conqueft whatfoever ; and that although Jamess^ 
from motives oflfear> luid'plietended to redre& 
fome of the grievances ^.^(>m|>iainfsd of ) yet 
there f^ill remained a found 4li0& up<>ii which 
they could in a moment- ibei^aw eredieidr— <in 
arbitrary and defpotic power in the Crown ;. 
and that nothing could reif^ify this ufurpation, 
but a full and explicit declaration in a free 
parliament of all the rights of the people.*'^ 
On the firft afTurance of an invafioni Tyrcon- 
nel was dife£led to tranfport four thoufknd 
forces from Ireland to Ei^gland^ 

The ItiOx CathoUcs f^ill affeacd to defpife 
the attempts of t)ie Prince of Orange, untiL 
ftdvice had arrived that the prince had ac- 

Da tually 
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viiVLy landed in England ; that he was ad- 
vancing to the Capital, atid that James was de- 
ferted by his fubjeAs. The chief governor 
and his adherents now Tunk into confternation. 
Tyrconnel forgetful of bis pride, defcended to 
flatter the proteftants and courted them, in or- 
der that they might malce a favourable repine* 
fentation of hia cfondud. In the mean time» 
new commijffibnir were fflu<&d by the deputy 
for levying forces; and in all part^ of the 
kingdom an armed rabble ilarted- up, imder 
the name of the king^s foldiers, whofupported 
themfelvesly open depredations* Univerfal 
cdnllernation took place among the proteftants^ 
n^y of them Aid to England, others fdught 
fiielter in walled tow^s and proteftant fettle* 
ments, leaving their efleAs and habitations to 
the \ricr cy of their eneihy . 

Iji the northei^ counties, where the pro- 
teftauts were moft numerousthey colle6led their 
arms, refolving to defend themfelves, and even 
meditated the defign of rifing agamfl the pre- 
fent government : Derry was the city which af* 
forded thtm the principal proteAion and fhel- 
ter. Seated on the left of Lough Foyle, it had 
a communication by a ferry, wkh the county,. 

from 


from which u d^m^ its n^me* AUhoi:^h it 
was fiiirrouoded by ^ ihropg wall* ftreogth- 
wed by haftipn^^ it w^a |»y pp means capable of 
nmnumiag % iiiege 4g)aiQft a rtgnUt ariP7--r* 
On the firft alarm of tl^ ftinct of Or>nge-a 
invafion in £iiglan4> Tyrconnd cccaUtfd* the 
garrif on of this city to Dublin ; but foon 
fen£ble of his ^rror in kaviog Dnrrj to the 
'government of the citi^ceDS, he diitached % 
bodl^ of forces thither, in order to lake up 
their quarters in the ^ce. The apprehen* 
iion of a maflacrf determlocd the citiasens of 
Derry, to refiife thefe troops admiflion, i|nd at 
^he moment the troops were approaching the 
city, the populace, feixed with an entbofiaftic 
ardour> drew their fwords, made tb^^mfelves 
mafters of the keys of the city, raifed tfe 
draw bridge^ and fecured all the gates t they 
immediately tranfmitted toLondpn an account 
of their fituation and danger, and folicited aid 
firom the Priqce of Orange. But the magif* 
(rates and graver ehiiens, fearful of the iflue, 
of anenterprize fo difadvantageoufly under- 
taken, addrel&d themfelves to the deputy, 
through the mediation of Lojd Mountjo^^ 
They ftated their inability to coxttroul or re^ 
flrsdn the populace, terrified by the rumours 
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of a maSkere, and deelarfed their dctcrraiM: 
tion to confiueilicmfclve$ totally to felf d€- 
fence, ~ without violating their all^wnco- 
TyftonneU endeavoured to corre^ his error 
in withdrawing the garrifon from Derry, when 
too late to reAify it. A d^^achment of fix 
conipanie3 under the command of Lord 
Mountjpy, Was oidered to Ulfter to reduce this 
city. Mountjoy bebig a proteftant was highly 
acceptable to the people;, who however abhot- 
cd his forces. Aft<;r various conferendea 
Mountjoy lya^ admitted upon conditions. It 
was particularly ftipulatecl, that a free pardon 
;0iould be granted in tbq Tpace qf fifteen daya ; 
|ind that ip the interyaU two companies only 
ihould b^ quarjter^d in the ^ity ; arid that the 
£>rce9. afterwards admitted (hould be formed 
f f at leaft ope l)^lf prpteftanu ; and that the 
cMi;^ens ^ould k^ep thf guard until the 
pardon was received : (md that all thofe who 
v^fjp^ to i:emove fhould be left ^t liberty. 
Mow^py aQum^d the coq)iman4 of the city, 
and wa^ obeyed as a friend and jan aflfociat^. 
Th<;e:icample ^f Deryy exc;ite4 ^ genepusf emu* 
ladoa among ^l^e ];^oi;thern p^otfiftams ; and 
^^nn^&illen and many other ^pwn^ refufed 
admifl)Qfi to T3nrconnel's army. In tl^e mean 

time 
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time, T}a'connel trembledT in the capital, iind 
Teemed on the pdint of abkadoning the king- 
dom. The Prince of Orange was now too 
much eileaged in Englknd, to attend to the 
affairs of Ireland. But what he had neither 
leifure nor power to attempt openly ; he 
laboured to accompliih fecipetly with Tyrcon- 
nel. Richard Hamilton, a catholic general, fent 
into England on the firft alarm of an invafion, 
was in fome fort his prifoner ; this officer had 
ferved in France with reputation, but was ba- 
niihed on account of his imprudent addrefles 
to 'the king's daughter. He was recommended 
' to the Prince of Orange, as a perfon, who had 
confiderable influence with Tyrconnel, and 
as he exprelled the utmoft confidence of per- 
fuading the deputy to refign the government 
of Ireland, the prince readily embraced the 
overture, that Hamilton Ihould repair thither 
for that purpofe^ When Hamilton arrived at- 
Dublin, inftead of executing his commiflion, 
headvifed Tyrconnel to retain pofleflion of his 
government ; alluring him, that the affairs of 
England began to affume an afped favourable 
to James, and that nothing but the firmnefs of 
\il% friends was neceQarv to reinftate him. 

Thk 
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The deputy adop^ied Hamilton*^ j|dyice» 
and employed blA in Ireland ; however he, 
Itill found it expedient to diflemble, and there* 
fore aflured the prpteftar^t lof ds, of his readi* 
nefs to fubmit to the l^rince of Orange. The 
deputy fo much »mpofed on lord Mo^ntjoy 
by his plaufible profeflions of loyalty, that this 
nobleman was perfuaded to repair to James,, 
in coujunflion with the chief baron Rice, to 
reprefent the weak eondition of Ireland, and 
the neceffity of yielding to the times, inftead of 
exafperating his Engliih (ubjefts, by a fruit- 
Jefs attempt to conquer England with Iriftx 
forces. Mountjoy, after fome ilipulation^ 
with Tyrconnel in favour *of the proteftants* 
departed to execute bis inftriiaions; but on 
his arrival at Paris, was committed to the 
Baftile, whije Rice employed himfelf in fo- 
iiciting fuccours for the fervice of Jameis. 
Meanwhile Tyrconnel grew outrageous ; a5]^d 
utterly denied the ftipulations made with 
Mountjoy ; he wrefted the arms yet remain- 
ing in the hands o/ the proteftants from their^ 
in every place fubjeil to his power ; feized 
their horles infulted t^ieir perfons, and 
plundered t^eir ^loufes. TempKc, fon of Sir, 
William, at whofe inftancc HamiltOQ had been 


lent to IreUad» wa« fo muck #r£ted at tl^c 
melancholy ifl^e of his a<lvi<^ tbat in the \At^ 
temefs of aqguifh, be pot % l^iod to hit 6^a 
life. 

LcT Qflf n^w fi>r ft time tura our eyes to^ 
wards England. On the Prince of Orange's 
approach to .the capital, Jam^s found himfelf 
^imoit infttotaaeoufly abandoned^ not only by 
his army but his friends and domeftics ; even 
bis beloved daughter Anne forfook him. In 
the impem^ty of fuch popular currents as 
n6W prevailed, all private coniiderations are 
comm^ly loft in the general palfion ; and the 
more principle a perfon poddies, the more apt 
he is on fuch occurrences, to n^leA his do- 
piieilic duties. Although thefe coniiderations 
may in fom^ manner account for the Princefs 
Anne's behaviour on the qccafion, they had 
not at all ptt^iared Jtmes to expeft fo aftbniih- 
ing an events When the fitft intelli^enoe of 
it was communicated to htm, he burft into, 
tears. Certainly he beheld in this incident 
the final expiration of liis royal authority j 
but the more intimate concern of a parent laid 

• hold 
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bold of his heart, and in the extremity of his 
grief he exclaimed, ' '^ God help me, my own 
children have foi:faiken .me.'* 

It is remarkable, that James whofe chief er- 
ror confifted in indifcretions and mifguided 
principles, Ihould be expofed from leligiotis 
antipathy, to fuch treatment as Nero or Do^ 
mitian - never experienced from their friends 
-and families^ 

Jamxs's fortune now expofed bim. to the 
contempt of his enemies, and his condud 
\^z% not fuch as could procujre him the efteem 
of las adherents Without fqrtitude to oppofe 
the torrent, he prefer ved not prefence of mind 
in )ridding to it ; but appeai^edin this junfilure 
as caft down with adverfity, as before he had 
been elated by profperlty. He fummoned a 
coudtil of all the peers and prelates who were 
in London ; in conformity to their advice>he if- 
fued writs for a new parliament, and jQpnt com- 
raiffioners to treat with the Prince of Orange. 
But.thefe were the laftafls he exerted of roy^l 
authority; for attending to imprudent pqunci], 
by which he was prompted to defert the throne 
he gratified his epemies beyond what their moft 
fanguine hopes could have promifed them. 
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• ' Thi general dcfertion ol the Proteftanl% 
made James regard the Catholics as lus oaljr 
fubjeds on wbofe advice he could depend) ; 
aadtheinciancholy fatc.of iis father fu r 111% 
ed them *a plaofible argument for making him 
apprehend a fimilar icnd. But in theprefent 
aiftraacd ftate of men's minds, the great 
difparity of circumftances was not duly cot|- 
iidered. When England was. inflamed by ^a 
long civil war, the execution of Charlies I. 
ought not to be confidered a national aS, 
but that of a fanatical army, impelled by 
a daring and enthufiaftic chief : for the Wh<)le 
kingdom had ever entertained the utmoft ab- 
horrence ^ainft that enormity. Therefore 
the fituation of public affairs, no more refem- 
bled wh^t .they were in Charles's time, than 
the Prince of Orange could in any refpefil be 
fuppofed a parallel to Oliver Cromwel. 

Jamss's friends had conceived a very falfc 
idea which they inftilled into him; that 
fiothing would caufe mort general corifpfion, 
and more retard the public fettlement than 
his defertion of the kingdom. Th*e Prince 
q{ Orange ivith folidreafon had embraced the 
contrary opinion, for he fouad it extremely 

difficult 
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4ilR^ult to devife expedients for fiecuriDi^tbe 
i^iagdoai, whilft James kept poffeffiiati of the 
throqe; wherefore the prince, aduated \sf this 
public modve, aiad no leis iac may prefume 
by private amfaitioti^ refoived' to tife^ every de« 
'vice' which ^ might intimklabe James^ vfA 
edidige him .to abaudoa the throne. The 
Prince declined a perfonal ccaifejence with 
Tame»*s commiffio^ers, and fent the lords Q%r 
• ford and Clarendon to treat with them* 

Th* terms the prince propoled almofl: im» 
plied an immadiate participation of the fo«^ 
i^erelgnty ; and he delayed not for a moment, 
the progrefs of his troope towards London. 
jam^ evcFy inftant more and more alarmed 
with the proofs of a general revolt, not daring 
to confide in any but thofe who were expofed 
to more danger than himfelf, agitated by in-* 
dignation towards ingratitude^ and impelled 
by his Qwn fears and thofe of others ; he rafli- 
ly embraced the refolution of withdrawing 
into France ; and fo carefully had he con-i 
cealed his intention^ that nothing could 
equal the furpriae which iieized the city, 
the court, and the nation, on the difcovery of 
this event. The better to invqlve all thinua 
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in conisfion, Jamw s)]iix>inted none who 
ihoulid^ in ^his abfem^e, exertife any pan 
of the govemmeiit ; hfc threw the Great 
Seri into the Thames, bad recalted all tkofe 
writs w^hidi had bee&'ifitied for eleAkms to 
tbe new pariiament. Soinie inngined that the 
fole modve which induced James to this fad* 
dea defertiOTi was a reluAance to meet a new 
parliament. But candour obliges \is to £iy, 
that his fubje£b had firft deferted him aikl en^ 
tirely loft his confidence, that he had caufe to 
entertain apprehenfions Sot bis Itbeny, if not 
for bis life, and that in his pr^ent circmtn- 
fianc^c^ diie cbnditibds di«y would e^tGtfwm 
him wov^M be far fMm being moderM^. ' Wf^' 
this temporary diflEblmion ^ govetnment ; tlie 
populace were no^w mailers, and during their 
pkefent ferment every diforder teigbt be ap^ 
{H^hended from them. 'Thfey rofe in -a tti- 
muk and deftroyed all the mafs-hoafe$, ' and 
attacked and pitttidered the houfes of the 
principal tatboUts. The Prince of Orange 
was not wanting' to the tide •of fucceft, whiefa^ 
floW^ ite upon bki, nor tardy in afiuming that 
J«ywer, which ttiepretoat exigency had put- 
inta Ms hfands, -Befi^eis ^ the general popula- 
rity 
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tixy wbich attended t^e prince^ a new i]icid<iiiii 
made his approach to the capital ftilllnorcf : 
agreeable* A rumout arofe, the eieA of 
chance, or more probably of defign, thait thef 
difbanded Irilh had taken armi, and com-t. 
menced an univerfal fkiighter of the protef-' 
tants in Englandi This ridiculous &bricsl^ 
lion was difperfed over the kingdom in an 
inftant^ and every where occalioned the utsaioft 
confternation« / 

It was^ really i'urptiiing' boW a^y q£ tlw! * 
catholics efcaped, in the rhg^. that AittttraUy 
follows fuch; popular alarAis. When almoft . 
eyery one, either . ftom intereft, principle, or 
averfion^ had deferted the unfortunate James^ 
vfy^o had alfO; abandoned his own caufe } thef 
the. unwelcdme^ tidings arrived that he had 
been feized by the populace at Feverlham,r 
while he was endeavouring to make hi? efcape 
in difguife, and that although he had been 
much dbufed, that the gentry had interpofed . 
and prote^led him. . As focm as this intelli^ 
gence arrived, the Prince of Orange fent pofi- 
tive orders that the king Ihould not approach 
n^er th^n Rochefter ; hax, the orders came. 

loo 
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too late ; for James arrived already ia the me- 
tropolis, — ^wbere the populace moved by 
commifleration for his unhappy fate, and ac- 
tuated by their ovnx levity received him with 
loud acclamations and applaufes. During 
James's ftay at Whitehall, little attention 
was paid him by any perfon of diftinftion ; 
and he himfelf difcovered little intention of 
Mfuming the reins erf* government, which he 
had recently thrown afide. His authority 
was now evidently at an end. While pof«» 
feflfed of power he eiercifed it with very im- 
prudent and imperious councils, and he re* 
linqui&ed it with a defpondence, equally im-* 
prudent and pufiUanimous* The Prince of 
Orange it may be juftly fuppofed, never har- 
boured., a thought of offering violence to his 
unhappy father-in-law ! But at the fame time, 
he was fenfible, that nothing would fo effec- 
tually forw^ard his own views, as James's re^ 
treat into France, a nation at all times fo ob- 
noxious to England. Wherefore the princt 
refolved to pufii James to a meafure, to which 
his owu.i^midity had already fully inclined 
himv 

Th» 
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Tut, Dutch ^guards mefe ordered t6 uJoe 
pofleflion of Whitehall* and to diljrface ^hc 
£ngUfh« Lord Fef eriham :bavi3Qtg beisg fisat 
by James to the priiacc td requeft.a cxm&reiice. 
on the fubje£t of an accommodaticm, in occter 
to the pubHc fettkmexit> wad arefted,. tuidtf 
pretence of his not'haviug a pafTpon. A 
mefi&ge was brought to the kiag in bed after 
midnight from tb€ prince, ordering him to 
quit the palace next morning, and. to retire to 
a feat belonging to the Dmche£i of Laudadale« 

Jambs reqisdled permiffion of retitix^ to 
Rochefter, whieh wad ^^eadily c^implied with. 
The prinee had pereeived that th« artifice had 
taken effefl; and that the kingi teitified by 
hai'fh treatment^ had renewed his fof mer ia^ 
tention of quitting the kingdom^ Japid oIn 
fcrving that the churchy the nobility^ the diy^ 
the cdimtry, all united in negleding \Am^ fttb«< 
mitted to his melancholy late; and being ^n-« 
treated by urgent letters from the queen, be 
|>riTately embarked on boafd si frigate which 
Waited for him, and ai^rived fafb in France^ 
Lewis received him with the greatdl genercfity 
fympathy and efteem, a behaviour that add^ 

more 
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moire to Lewis's glory than his moil figlial vic- 
tories. Thiis expired the reign of a kingi 
who we may pronounce to have been more 
iinfottunate than criminal^ provided we con- 
fider his perfonai character fathei- than his 
public condu6l. He pofiefled many of thofe 
qualities^ which would compofe a good fovc- 
reign^ were they not entirely immerfed in 
bigotry and arbitrary principles. In dbmeftie 
life, his condiia merits approbation; When 
Duke of York, James was fevere, but open in 
Ms enmities; brave in his enterprizes ; diligent 
in his purfuits, and honourable in his deaU 
ings. When he afcended the tbrone, his fru- 
gality of the public money was remarkable^ 
his induftry laudable 3 his encouragemeit of 
trade judicious, and his jealouly of the na* 
tional honour commendable : but he wsuited 
a due regard to the cbnftitution and religion 
of his country ; this quality being wanting^ 
tvery excellency he poflefled, became dan- 
gerous and deftru&ive to the realms he go- 
verned in* 

While mittert proceeded thus in Kr^lanii; 

Tyrconnel was confirmed in the prbfecuiion 

of his meafures in Ireland by a mdTengcr 

Vol. I. fi fy^ni 
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from James, with aflurances that be would 
ftiortly vifit that kingdom at the head of a 
powerful armament. ' 

Thi deputy however, had fuffered the nor- 
thern affociators to proceed unmolefted to a 
confiderable height. On afliirance of fupplies 
from England, they boldly proclaimed Wil- 
liam and Mary in the north paft towns ; but 
their exultj^ion was foon allayed by Tyrcon- 
liel. He commanded them by proclamation 
to lay down their arms, and to diflblve their 
aflemblies. General Hamilton marched 
againft them with a formidable body of 
troops, and ^er various (kirmifhes, forced 
the northerns to haften by different rents to 
Derry, as their laft refuge. 

After the departure of Lord Mountjoy 
the government of the city of Derry had been 
commuted to Lundy, a man who affeded 
great attachment to the Proteftant caufe, and 
the utmoft indignation at the tyrannical pro- 
ceedings of Tyrconnel. However, on feveral 
accounts, Lundy was fufpefted of partiality 
to James; yet fo great wis the. Priiice of 

Orwge's 
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Orange's embarraiTment, tbat he was obliged 
to truft and employ bim« 

* • • ' - . . • : r 

• At t^e moment wh^n tbe citizens were 
extremely fuJpicious of Lundy's defigns, tbeir 
agent fortunately arrived from London with 
aSurances irom the prince, that preparations 
were iiiade for the relief and pfoteftion of 
Ireland. Animated by this information they 
now pr(6pared for a vigorous defence. Lundy 
feenied to have caught theentbufiafm pf the 
people and announced his refolutioa of 
marching againfl the enemy. 
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CHAP. II.,. 

James arrives in Ireland, — kt marches agatnjt 
Ijmdottderry.—The great Diftrtfi ofDerry. — 
the Siege Rai/ed,— Battle of Newtezim^Butler. 
James ajembles a Parliament. — His Declaration 
and Arbitrary CohduS. — The arrival of Schm- 
iergin Ireland with an Army. — The Surrender 
of Carrickfergus — Great Dijirejs of Sehom- 
-herg'sJrmy — The Crown fettled on the Prince 
and Princefs ^ Orange— The arrival of fevett 
Thmpmd Danes in Ireland.— rjames exchanges 
Irifrjor French Tror^s. -^ 

A n .ct,9 TAMES who had been ear- 

J neftly fohcitmg the court 

^France for fuccour> at length obtained. 

\a.s requeff. On the feventh of March this 

iinhappy Monarch embarked at Breft^, with 

fcmneen {hips of war, fix frigates, and 

three fire fliips. IBs military forces con- 

fifted of about twelve hundred of his own 

' I the pay of France, and one 

rench officers j with thefe forced 

[ at Kinfale, and foon after made 

' entry into Dublin amidft the ac- 

of the inhabitants. Addredes were 

inftantly 


Since th ^e^oolutioH. ' ^ 3 

inftantlj^podred in upon him from all orders 
of th6 people. He returned to each the moft 
gracious and conciliating anfwer ; but his fair- 
t& declarations were received with coldnefe 
and ftfQiicion', when all ihe remaining pro- 
teftants df the privy-cduncil were removed 
and men ' of different principles fubftituted 
in their }!ilaces. He libw HTucd fire feveral 
proclamations : by the firft he ordered all pro- 
teilan'ts who had abandoned the kingdom to 
return and accept his protection, under the 
fevereft penalties j and that his fubje^ls of every 
perfualion ffaould unite againft the Prince 
of Orange; the fecond was defignedto fuppref; 
robberies, commanding all catholics not of 
liis army, to lay up their arms in their refpec,^ 
tive abodes ; the third invited the country to 
bring provifions to his troops ; by the fourth 
heraifed the value of money ; and by the laft, 
fummoned a parliament to meet at Dublin on 
the feventlx day of May, 1688 • 

Derry was confidered by James as the 
place where his arms were likely to meet witb 
the greateflr refiftance, and it therefore became 
the peculiar obje£t of his attention; After 
y^fious ponfultations it was at Uft r^folved to 
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prefs the city by a flow fiege ; aod ..^unes (^ 
termined to lead.his forces in pec^n ^(^ thjB. 
walls of I)erry. 

Amongbt t^ofe wh(} took up ^rn^f.iigaiaft 
Jaqaes, was G?oi;g5 Wal^e^, a ckrgymw. 4°*^ 
reftor of a parifti in the county ^f .Tyrone. 
He w»9 zealous lod inde&tigable. in (he de- 
fence of liberty ^d religion ; lie raifed a r»- 
gim^ent, and commanded it. Korwashefa- 
tiaficd with difclxwguig this fesyice, but flew 
from poft to poft, conierr^ with the leaders, 
and animated the people tQ 9 vigorou? xelift- 
ance ^gainft the partiz^ns of Jamies.— -Walkef 
haftened to Deirry, ^nd informed Lnndy of 
the approach of Jam^ eotreating him to giv^ 
the enemy battle, befp^? their whole ftreogtji 
wa$ coUe£lecl. Lun<|ly in the mean timq 
afield zeal aod vigour. 

Ths enemy having crofled tfa<! jrivcr Bann, 

it became expedient to flop their progrefs 

over the Finp-waiter ; Lundy therefore ftation- 

ed his forces for thi§ purpo{^» but in the hour 

inger, he ^amefiilly abandoned his poft> 

hid bimfe^f ^ithjn the walls of Derry, 

ihiitting 


(hutting the gates ftgninft many of thofe who 
fought the fame refuge. 

DuRiMO this operation two Englilh Regi- 
ments airivdd in Lough Foyle, the dolo* 
nels of which bad orders to put them* 
felves uixJer the command of Lundy. They 
notified their arrival to him, and he in con^* 
fequence, dited^ed them by letter to land, 
but to Idave their troops dn board and to 
come themfelves with fome of their officers, 
to confult on the meafures nec^ry to be 
adopted in the prefAit exigency; when there 
were fcarcely provifions in the city for ten 
days. Eleven office];s from the fhips, and five 
of the town formed a council of war ; and in 
{>urfuance of Lundy's reprefentations, it was 
agreed on, that the place was riot tenable ; and 
that the principal officers fliould privately 
withdraw from the city, and leave the citizens 
to make the bed poffible terms with the enemy. 
Thefe refolutions being communicated to the 
town council, it was there alfo refolved to oflfer 
terms of capitulation to James who now flow* 
ly advanced towards the city.— Thefe proceed- 
Ings were no fooner known to the people than 
tliey exclaimed againft the governor, the 

(pouncil 
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council, and every fufpcfted officer, and cried 
aloud for v4ng.eaQce agaiaft their betrayers. 
In the violence of refentment, they flew one 
officer as he was haftening to make his efcapc 
'. from the city, and they wounded another. 
During this flate of cQnfufiQn Murray, a 
brave and popular captain, artived at 
the head of a r^inforceniipnt ; and although, 
Lundy commanded him to retire, he iniifted 
on entering the city and was receiv^id^with ac- 
clamations. 

Mu^RJiAY inveighed againft the bafe purpofe 
of furrendering to a perfidious enemy ; the 
inhabitants Uftened to him with rapture; 
and while he expoilulatied with Lundy, they 
yufhed to the walls, pointed the cannon, and 
fired on James and his advanced party, whq 
approached to take pofleffion of the city. Th? 
more c^utiou^ and tim^d fent a deputation to 
Jqpies to apologise for this violence ; but th^ 
body of the qti2:en$ upanimpufly declared for 
refiftance. The authority oif the governor, 
council and magiftrates was no longer ac- 
Jcnowledged or regarded. Lundy having ir- 
figned, the people chofe for themfelves two 
new governors, a Major Baker, and Walkeif, 
^the valiant ecclefiaftic ; with this view, th^t, 

if 
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U one {ho^Id fall, the jgarrifoxx (hould not . be 
without 4 qpmmander. By thefe officers, they 
were formed into eight regiments, amounting 
to feven thoqfand apd twenty men, exclufive 
of their commanders* 

In a ihort time the refolutions of the citizens 
becoming more calm and deliberate, they fut 
fered the timid to depart without moleftation ; 
And Lundy, by connivance of the new gover- 
nors, efcaped ia difguife to the {hips. All 
matters were conduced within the city with 
the greateft regularity and compofure ; each 
regiment, — each company, had its particular 
ftation. Eighteen clergymen of the eftabliihed 
church and feven diflenting minillers, cheei^- 
fully Ihared the labours and dangers of the 
fiege ; and alternately every day affembled the 
people in the cathedral church, where by the 
fervor of their devotionsi, and their animated 
exortations, they infpired their hearers wh 
the moft enthufiaftic refolutions. 

The brave Murray flew from man to man, 
exciting ardour in their bofoms as oc- 
f^afion might Require. He told them, that it 
iras not a ffew military evolutions, nor the 

movctment 
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ftiovement of arms by rule, the mere" parade 
and 'foppery of war, that made fdldiers ; but 
ftrong bodies, ftrofiger minds, the contempt of 
danger and of death. Or that if,' in regular 
fields of battle, difciplined troops hatf the ad- 
vantage, yet that advantage was ufelefs here, 
where the defenders fought behind walls,' a 
fituation by which thofe who could bear mdft 
fatigue and flood longeft at their pofts, milft 
ultimately conquer. Thaft the enthufiafm of 
religion niight be added to that of courage. 
Walker afliired the foldiers who were jieRi" 
ned to fall in this caufe of a fure reception 
in Heaven, pointing firft to the churches, 
then to the fky ; thefe were the holy places 
from which their enemies were to drive 
them, if they furvived with difgrace. — iThat 
yyras the affylum prepared for them by their 
God, if they died with glory while fighting 
n|§er his banners. It is no wonder that men 
whofe paffions w^re fo wrought upon Ihpuld 
make an obfiinate defence ; but it feenas fur- 
prizing that the catholics, who appeared to have 
as powerftil motives of religion, and flill more 
powerful fupport, and who neither waited for 
officers nor priefts to encourage and exhort 
them, lliould not have reduced thefe irregu- 
lar 
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lar forces. The catholics, however- Ivdre not 
fo much diftreffed not fo firmly ^united ; neither 
did the fame neceffity exift amongft them to" 
ufc fuch extraordinary exertioias for fuccefs/ 
that the others did for theilr fafety. James* 
Mfontinued his aflaulfs for eleven days with un- 
remitting but hopelefs efforts; until at length 
impatient of difeppointment, he at laft left 
the camp and returned to Dublin, without at-* 
chieving any thing worthy of notice, 

Whilst thefe things were paffing. Admiral 

Herbert attacked the French fleet near Bantry 

Bay, but was defeated and the enemy 

having effefted the difembarkation they had 

in charge, returned viftorious to their 

own country. When James was told the 

Englifh were thus defeated by the French ; he 

^;scclaimed, " it is the firft tim? I'' this is one 

of thofe fpeeches for which fome may admire 

bis generofity; but confidering the. French 

qroops he had with him, and the hopes he 

rcftjed upon that nation, every man of reflexion 

muft condemn him for his folly. The Englifli 

on this occafion did not defpair« No nation 

can vye with them in the happy facility 

of turning a defeat into a triumph. 

In 
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In. this;.f afc the. Prince of OraDge knowing 
their dflpofition,. and believing they bad not 
behaved ill, wegt to vifit the fleet, wh^n it 
arrived at Ponfmouth, dined with the Ad* 

* • *^ • ft 

miral 6n board hi^s fhip, and knighted him for 
his fervic^s.. In eflfed he praifed thofe whom. - 
he knew it was in vain to ccnfure; he per- 
fuaded them that they defeated the enemy, 
and they readily believed him : After the depar- 
ture of James, the garrifon of Derry continued 
to defeu all the attempts of the befiegers and 
to harrafs them by fuccefsful fallies. In all 
thefe expeditions the command was offered 
to any officer who would utldertake it, 
a mode, which, though it may be difappro- 
ved of by thofe attached lo the ftridl 
rules of war, yet was very well adapted to 
thefe undifcipUned forces, whofe fuccefs de- 
pended more on their ardour than their know- 
ledge in military mai^uvres. This method 
might perhaps be often pra£lifed even by re- 
gulars with fuccefs, as forties moftly depend 
on the viyacity with which they are con- 
du6led, and are generally defigned to furprife 
an unguarded rather than to attack a provided 
eaemy. 
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As the defence of Londonderry was much 
talked of in England, General Kirk was fent 
out to afiift the befieged ; and at a moment 
when the citizens of Derry were threatened 
with both difeafe and famine, they difcovered 
thirty (hips in Lough Foyle. On fight of this 
fleet, the befieged gave the ufual falutation of 
joy ; but General Kirk poflfefled too little hu- 
manity to make any hazardous attempt for 
the relief of the garrifon. To the fignals 
of the befieged, Kirk returned no anfwer that 
4^vinced any alacrity, the enemy^ while en- 
couraged by his apparent irrefolution prepared 
to oppofe his paflkge. 

On each fide of the Lough, where it grew 
marrow towards the city, they erefted batterieaip 
and arranged their forces on twooppofite forts, 
while they extended acrofs the water, a boom, 
formed of ftrong timber, joined with iron 
chains, and ilrengthened with ftrong cables. 
Kirk and his fleet foon after difappeared, and 
from the Ifland of Inch, he fent the befieged 
the afHifling intelligence, that as he found it 
impofllble to force a paflage by the river for 
his flores and provifions, he had retired to 

Iwh» 
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Inch, in order to mike fome diverfipn to the 
enemy and to fend pfovifipnfe to the protefl^Sit 
forces coUefted at Ennifkillcti, i^frith 2l coolncfs 
which rather tnfuhed than alleviated thtir 
diftrefs, he affured them in terms of languid 
affeftion, that affairs in Scotkrid England and 
Ireland, were favourable to the nfew govern, 
mem and that great fiiccours wb'old fhortly be 
fent them : yet he concluded Vvhh charging 
them to hulband well their provifions ; a 
caution more alarming than all the menaces 
orf the enemy. Ahhough feminfe and difeafe 
made daily ravages among them > yet wh6n 
numbers of them were fcarcely able to fup- 
port their arms, they menaced thofe with in- 
ftant death, who Ihould pjropbfc a fufrender* 

The womeii attended every fervicc, anima- 
ting them by their cries, and often affifting 
th^m with their hands. All the fpare time of 
the garrifon was fpent in private prayer or 
public devotion. Yet amidft the union oc- 
cafioned by common danger, it was ftrange, to 
fee religious divifions break forth. 

■ 

The protedadts and diflentets ihfifted eacb^ 
to have pofieflion of the cathedral churchy nor 

could 


Since the Revolutwn. 6^ 

■ 

could mutual (laughter have been preveQted,» 
had it not been agreed, that one clafs ftiould 
attend fervice in the forenoon, and the other 
in the afternoon* About the middle of fum- 
mer, the weather being extremely fultry, 
they were feiaed with_ peftilential diforders, 
and died in great numbers ; among others, 
the brave Baker their governor fell a viftim. 
to the difeafe. Yet even dexth in this form, 
more dreadful than that of war, difmayedthem 
not ; for fo great wa« their horror againft the 
befiegers, that it overcame the moft powerful 
antipathies of nature. Their provifions 
having been exhaufted, they fuAained life by 
eating the flefh of horfiss^ dogs and vermin ; 
aud even made defperate * fallies, though too 
much weakened by hunger to purfue their ' 
advantage. , Ihthift iituation general Hamilton 
prefled them to fui render on terms that were 
reafdoafale ; but tbfcy Teproached hifti with his 
own treachery. 

RossM who wasfcnt by James to command 
the (lege, having more knowledge in the art 
of ai;tftcking: places than^ the Irifh generals, 
changed the;, difpofitions, invefted the placa 
moreiclofely, and made many furious but un- 

luccefsful 
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HTucceisful aflaults. At length provokfcd by 

the valour of the garrifon, h6 adopted a 

fneafure unparalleled in modem times. He 

gave orders that all the proteftatit inhabitanti 

ten mile^ around Derry Ihould be driven 

under the walls of the city ; and he proclainl- 

ed if the garrifon did not fur render in the 

fpace of ten days, they would all be put to the 

fword* Fivethoufand miferable wretches, who 

were coUeAed from the country all around, 

were driven accordingly with drawn fwords^ 

under the walls of the city. . ' 

This fcheme weakened tlie fpirit 6f James** 
army by its horror, and ftrengthened thofe of 
the befieged, by turning a fedate into a furious 
valour. Many of the wretched fufferers driv-^ 
en to pcrifli under their walls, conjui^d 
them to attend to their Own intereft not theirs^ 
For that a furrender to men void of dhriftiail 
humanity, could not ferye thofe who were 
without, and would only involve thofe, Who 
were within, in one common flaiighten 

The catholic officers executed their orders 
againft their coantrymen, with tears in 

Hieir 


Since tht Revolufioh'k 6^ 

their eyes ; but iiothiiig could foften the cal- 
lous and unfeeling beans of the French. The 
beiieged, pii the other hattd, erefled a gibbet 
ttn the bafiion r\eareft the enemy, and aflured 
them, unleis their friends were allowed to de- 
part, that all the prifonefs taken by the gar- 
Hfon Ihduld he inftantly executed ; and they 
wrote to the bcfiegers to fend confeflbrs to 
prepare them for death; During two days 
and as many nights, the unhappy vidims of 
Rofen's refentment, remained undei: the walls^ 
without meat, drink, fire, ot flielter, where 
many hundreds of them periihed. At the 
end of that time, fuch df them as were able ttt 
depart, were permitted to do fo; But thofe 
who died, were the moil fortunate; for the 
Others, infe&ed with difeafesi and filled with 
defpair, behdd on all fides, as they wandered 
homewards, their habitations reduced to afhes ; 
the ^moak of fome not yet ^rtinguilhed; kiid 
their cattle, ftirniture,iBd provifions cai^riedoff. 
A filence pervaded th^ land ; and they envied 
their companions wbb were ait reft front 
their miferies. It would beahunfiiir and 
diihoridiitable ftigma on th^ mfeihory of the 
iinhappy; td afcribd the difgface df ihiai 
ictiod td Jameii | as he revoked the 
VdL^ L F ordtr 
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order of the cruel Rofen, fooa as he heard 
of it : his own misfortunes having probably 
foftened bis difpofition, taught him to feel 
for the calamity of his enemies. Every 
miferable refource at lail began to fail the in- 
trepid garrifon of Derry, and means of fubfif- 
tence could not be procured for more than 
two days; however the famiihed throng, 
liftened to the exhortations of Walker ; and he 
aflured tbcm from the pulpit that the aU 
mighty would fend them a fpeedy deliverance. 
Kirk in the meantime, heard the cries and faw 
the fires. But though enraged, perhaps h^ was 
not difpleafed to fee his own character for in- 
humanity exceeded by the French general ; 
he however refolved to make a defperate effort 
to relieve the city. Two fliips laden with 
provifions, and convoyed by a frigate, advan- 
ced in view bfboth the garrifon and befie- 
gcrs. The enemy from their batteries and 
muiketry, thundered furioufly on^ the (hips, 
who returned their fire with equal fpirit. 
The foremoft of the viftuallers ftruck forcibly 
againft the boom, and broke it, but rebound- 
ing with violence, ran a ground. The enemy 
exulted in loud acclamations and prepared to 
board her, while on the crouded walls of the 

garrifon 
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garrifon, the befieged ftobd tbrpid with delfpajr. 
la a little time however, the veflet got oflF by the 
recoiling of her giins ; and paffing the boom, 
Ihe was followed by the other yi6luallers- Th^ 
city beitig thus providentially fctieved. on 
the next day the enemy raifed the fiege, after 
having eontinued it for near four months. 
The gafriibn wad redilced by difesife, famine 
and the fword, from near eight thoufand to 
&ve thoufand iheo : of thefe, more than ond 
thoufand wete unfit for fervice, and the reft 
fo ftrangety altered in theif looks and gef- 
tufed^ th^t theii: moft intimate friends Cduld 
fcaifcely recognise them; 

Whatever might be thfc fentiitieiits of in- 
dividuabj the body of the proteftants rejoiced; 
and undoubtedly acquired ftrength from the 
fuccefi of the citizens of Derry ; and in con- 
fequi^nce, thejr every whfere made the greateft 
efforts to inlitktef their cfzample, and to oppofe 
the progrcfi of i pnndsi whom they neveir 
loved, and whdto tliiy now nd longer regarded 
as thtiT (oveteigii. Dufing the whole courfe 
6f the fiege, Janies'S afmy Kad been greatly 
tmb^rrafled in their operations^ by thofe pro-^ 
kffiants wbo had aflfemblea about Ennifkillen; 

F i torii 
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Lord Galway Bad marched to reduce them. 
He invefted Crom Caftle, their frontief 
garrifon, feated on Lough Erne; but 
as he found it impracticable to bring up his 
cannon, he had recourfe to ftratagem. Eight 
horfes were employed to draw two pieces of 
tin, of a cylindrical form, and fo coloured as 
to refemble cannon. With thefe he threatened 
to batter the cafile. The gairifon made fignals 
of defiance, and being reinforced from Ennif- 
killen, drove the enemy from their trenches, and 
returned triumphant, with coniiderable booty, 
white the counterfeit cannon which had been 
drsrwn up with fuch apparent difficulty, were 
exhibited as trophies. In the meantime the 
number of the ftorthern confederates aug* 
mented, but they were neither furnifhed 
with arms nor ammunition until, the arrival 
of general Kirk, when they became io 
formidable that James determined to attack 
them by three different armies.— For this pur-* 
pofe Macarthy, a brave and experienced ge* 
neral, was ordered to encamp at Bekurbet, 
with feven thoufand men, Sarsfield, another 
general of diilinguifhed abilities, led, an army 
firom Connaught ; and the. Duke of Berwick 
prepared to attack them from the north. But 

b7 
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by a fingularity of fortune, the ignorance of 
iteir danger in all probability proved the 
means of their deliverance ; for they knew 
only of the motions of the Connaught army ; 
and they marched out with intrepidity, fur- 
prized the enemies camp, and routed them 
with co»fiderable flaughter. 

Thjly liad jiot a fimilar fuccefs againft the 
DuJi^ of Berwick ; for fome companies whidi 
hsid been detache<l to feize an advantageous 
poft, venturing beyond tljie limits prefcribed, 
were cut to pieces by the duke on hii ap^ 
preach to Enniikillen, but Berwick immediate* 
iy retired on the appearance of the governor 
of that town. Macarthy marched agaiui^ 
Ennilkillen, and invefied Crom Gaftle. An 
officer was detached to its relief, but the 
enemy advancing againft him with a much 
fuperior force, he was obliged to retreat, Ma* 
earthy purfued him, and 9, Ikirmifh enfued, 
which was the prelude to a general adion be* 
tween both armies ; Macarthy at the head of 
one, andWolfley at that of the other. This 

engagement took placeatNewtpwn-Butler. 

• 
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The Norther n$ compenfated |br their ia-: 
feriority iu nun^bep by their Yiil<>ur,>aA<l. *i| 
abhorrence of the ^aemy, which exeited theif 
utmoft exertion. Macarthy's army was defeat- 
ed with g^reat flaughter j and quarters wpre re- 
fufed to all t)ut o$cer§. Two thau^fis^id of 
the catholic troops, were {lain in the field and 
and fix hundred were forced to plunge into 
Xough Erne, where they pqriftied; Macarthy 
and many others were made prifonert* T.iie 
news of this vifltory was foon communicated 
to James's army, as they retirc^d from Derry, 
and it ferved no doubt to precipitate their 
iBigtt. James had by this time? returned to 
Dublin, where, in all the^pomp and fplendor 
of fovereignty, he copvefted a parliament. 

In the Jioufc of lords, ^ number of ncjw 
catholic peerages, gave weight to that party ; 
while the commons were almoft entirely coin« 

•.,.••1.*-.% » ♦•> •• ; J ~ ■ ^ , 

pofed of Tyrconne^s creatures. 

■ • • . . » . ,. ^ 

* • ■ . "V 
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, James, in a fpeech from the throne ; com- 
mended the zeal and Ipyalty of his Irifti fub- 
jcds ; declared his abhorrence of violating 
either the rights of confcience or thofe of pro- 

Rertyj 


Since tie Revolution. 7 1 

pcrty ; and that he would readily confent to 
any laws for the good of the nation. A bill 
was immediately introduced, recognizing the 
king's titkf and exprefiing an abhorrence of 
the Prince of Orange and his ufurpation. 
James now publifhed a declaration, in which 
he exprefled his determination to prote6l the 
pvoperties, privileges and religion of his pro- 
teftant fubje£b ; but whatever might be his 
inclinations, he was at prefent totally enflaved 
by different fadlions. The French Ambaf- 
fadoT, affe&ed to tike the lead in his councils, 
and James was fervilely attentive not to fur* 
nifli him with any prejtence for complaint. 
All military promotions were conferred on 
French ihen, to the great diflatisfa&ion and 
difcontent of his Irifii adherents. In parlia* 
ment, however, the latter feized on an oppor<* 
tunity of providing for their own interefts, 
without any attention whatfoever to the em^ 
barraffed iituation of the unfortunate James. 
They pafled a bill for the repeal of the AGt of 
Settlement a meafure which ftill rendered James 
more obno3(ious to the people of England ; al- 
though there is every reafon to believe he dif- 
approved of the bill, and that neceflity alone 

compelltrc); 
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compelled Jiim to ratify it. Unfojcturtately 
for James, the bill was not only a favourit<^ 
objedt of the catholics* but it was warmly re- 
commended • by the French miniver ; and 
their united influence was too powerful to be 
oppofed: 

The puriihafers under the A£t pf S^lepiient 
prefenied an ai^drefs againft the bill, but Jamef 
coldly replied, that he could not 4p ev^, that 
good might refult from it: And when foro^ 
peers determined to enter their proteft> he ob^ 
ferved, that protefls were ufual only in time^ 

of rebellion. 

' ' ' , 

Thus pafled the bill for the repeal of thft 
A£l of Settlement, with a preamble dxculpar 
ting the Xriih catholics from rebelUog ^n the 
year 1641 ; and a claufe by which the eftatea 
of thole, who refided in any of the th|:ec 
kingdoms, and who had either aided or cor- 
refponded with the Prince of Orange from the 
firft of Aueuft, 1688, were forfeited and vcfted 
in the kiug. * 


In confequence of this aft, almoft every pro- 
leftant in the kingdom was deprived of his 

eftate 
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eilate* An ^8t was alfo pafled, by which a 
number of petfpos in the fervice of the Prince 
of Orange, and thofe who B^d Mtiied from 
the kingdp9» and did not return in obedience 
to Jameses proclamation, were all attainited* 
of high treafon, and adjudged to . fuffer the 
pains of death and forfeiture, unlefs within a 
limited time they would furrender. 

Two thouftod four hundred and Gxty oiie 
perfons, oif all orders and conditions were 
included in this arbitrary fentence ; which 
wa$ likewife fo framed, as to preclude the 
king from the power of pvdoning, after 
the firft of November, 1689* 

* 

Im a few inftances, James had the refoljuticm 
to adhere to fudh meafures, as he was con- 
vinced would be agreeable to the people of 
England* He oppofed and defeated a bill fov 
the repeal of Poyning's law ; nor would be 
confent to the eftal^Uihment of inn's of court 
in Ireland for the education of young law- 
yers ; a piodnt fo long and fo ardently purfued 
]t)y the Irifh catholics. * 


Of 
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Of the other a£ls pafied in this par liament> 
the nrore remarkable were a fuppleia^Qt to the . 
bill of attainder^ by which the peffoual eftates 
of abfen tees, were veiled in the king ; one de- 
claring that the parliameiu of £ngland could 
not bind Ireland ; and one againft writs of er- 
ror and appeals to England ; one for liberty of 
confcience; another for aboKlhing the pro vi- 
fioDs formerly made for minifters in corporate 
tt>Wns ; and one for entitling theRomilh clergy 
to all tithes and ecclefiaftical enlolumentspayv 
able by thofe of their own ^tommunion.— 
James had a monthly fubfidy granted him by 
the parliament, of twelve thoufand pounds, 
which was levied from lands ; but this tax 
however grievous was inadequate to his pur- 
pofe ; and being ' unable to procure money 
from France^ he, during the fitting of parlia- 
ment, by virtue of bis prerogative, iflued a 
proclamation, impofmg a ta:^ to the like amount 
on all chattel3. 

Some of his council ventured to remonftrate 
againft tl^is arbitrary meafure, but without 
effeft, " if I canjipt do this," faid he, ^ I can 
do nothiq^.'^ 

Javm 
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jAMESiin his prefent exigence bad rccburre 
to an expedient which greatly irriuted his 
Irilh- fubjeas. He feizfed the implements and 
engines of one Moore who enjoyed the right 
of a copper coinage in Ireland, by virtue of 
a patent of the late king, and be cftablifhed 
a mint in Dublin and Limerick. To thefe 
places were carried brafs and copper of th* 
bafeft quality, * and from every pound weight 
of thefe materials, valued at four-pence, 
pieces were coined and circulated to the 
amount of five pounds in nominal value. ' ' 

By the firft proclamation, they werie made 

current in all payments, between James and 

his fubjefts, except in the duties on the 

fsxportation of foreign goods, money left in 

truft, or due by mortgages, bills, or bonds; 

and James promifed when this mon^y Ihould 

be decried, he would receive it in all pay- 

xTients, or make full compenfation in gold and 

filver. His foldiers were now' paid in this 

coin. The "nominal value was ralfed by 

^fubfequent proclamationis, and this' bafe 

money was ordered to he received in all 

• • * -• kinds 
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kinds Qf ptyqaqats. . As brafs an^l copper 
hecanie fQ4rce> tbe com w^s made of tih and 
•pcwten ■;.':* « 


: ( 


, . It was t)btrudpd on his fubjefts with cir- 
,c^nrfUjices pfthe moft flagrant: injuftice. Old 
d^bts of on^ iboijifand pounds, were dif- 
.charged by pieces of bafe metal, of the in- 
trinfic value of not more than thirty fliilUngs. 
And James by proclamation not only fet a va- 
Jue on the llaple commodities of the kingdom, 
and 4<^manded them at his own price, but 
moreover, he obliged the proprietors to accept 
)^is bafe coin^ in return; a^d with all the 
ipeanneis of a trader, be e^^pprted bis puKbafe 
tf> France, . 


James was not many months in Ireland 
.when a n^andamus was fent to the univerfity, 
in favoijr of Greene, who had been former^ 
Jy difap|)pii:ited of a prpfeflbrftiipv He was 
now defigned to fill/^noth.er ofEce, that of a 
fenior fellpw of Triniity College ; and al- 
tboi^gb th(p fevereft veng^a|^c$ ws^s deA0UDC#il 
9gainft tbe college in cafe of nonncompliance, 
yet they boldly, Tefuf<?d to obey the mandamus. 

Xh9y 


Since the Revolution. 77 

They pleaded their own caufe, and urged^ 
at the fame time, both -the incapacity of 
Greene, and the falfe allegations of his peti- 
tion. The iffue of this unequal conteft was 
fpeedy and decifive. In a few days, the fel- 
lows and fcholars were forcibly cje£led by 
James's fbldiers; the communion plate, li- 
brary, and furniture of the community were 
all feized, their chapel was converted into a 
magazine, and their chambers into prifons. 

The members of the univerfity pro- 
cured their perfonal liberty only by the 
interceflion of the biftiop of Meath; and 
this on the exprefs condition ; that on pain 
of death, three of them fhould not meet 
together. James iffued an order, that on 
more than five proteftants (hould meet 
together, even in churches, on*pain of death : 
the apprehenfion of invafion,was indeed plead- 
ed for this defpotic fever ity, which however, 
was but too congenial to James's bigoted and 
illiberal principles. All menof found judg- 
ment muft have eafily forefeen, that James by 
his imprudence and that of his council, waa 
deftroying his own views and defigns ; ' but it 

wa# 
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was his misfortune never to liften to found 
advice, the common errot of all weak minds. 

Had James attended to the plrudent.fuggef* 
tions of Lord Dundee, he would in all human 
probability, have attained the fummit of. his 
wifties. Lord Dundee, a Scotch nobleman of 
confummate prudence and valour^ who united 
in his perfon the fpirit of an ancient hero, with 
all the fine accomplilhments of the gentle- 
man ; prefled James to embark with a confider- 
able part of his army for Scotland, a*country 
where .ifhere were fcarcely any regular forces,- 
and where his prefence would fix the waver- 
ing, and awe the timid ; and where, as Dundee 
urged, hofts of Ihepherds would ftart up into 
warriors, on the firft waving of his banners on 
the mountains. James was told, that it was in 
vain for him to*confume time in completing 
the conqueft of a country, nine-tenths of 
which, he had already undet his dominion^^ 
and which, nature itfelf feemed to have de- 
creed Ihould follow the fortune of England. 
That the advantage which would accrue from 
bringing the remainder of Ireland undeif 
fubjeftion would be trifling; whilft, if the at-* 
tempt ihould fail, the difgrace in fuch a cafe 

w6ttld 
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would render the lofs the more important. In 
the prefent unfettled ftite of things, while 
France threatened, while England was in 
open difcont^nt, while Scotland was ready to 
burft out into a flame, while Ireland was 
ready to flied her beft blood in his caufe; now 
was the time at once to fhake a throne ufurped 
and unfettled, and to overwhelm a people 
who always trembled at the firft report of an 
invafion, but collefied ftrength, fpirit, and 
union to opppfe it, when long delayed. 

It was urged if he failed of fuccefs, it 
would be more glorious for him to do fo in 
one great conteft, than to wage war like a 
fugitive, wafting the provifions, and weakening 
the ftrength of his country. But thefe ar- 
guments were infufficient to engage James to 
truft himfelf in Scotland. He apprehended if 
he went to the Highlands, his conqueft would 
be barren, and that his troops would melt 
away, overcome by famine and fatigue, as they 
wandered from hill to hill, like the mifts of 
the country ; and if on the other hand, he re- 
paired to the Lowlands, he would have to deal 

with a let of men, whofe anceftors had be- 
trayed 
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traye J his royal father, and who> whild they 
were contending againft their king, imagined 
they were fighting for their God. Such rcafon^ 
ing, weak and inconelufive as it wks, prevailed 
with James, But not wlthftanding. Lord Dun- 
dee was not idle in the caufe of his matter in 
Scotland. For he was fiifmly tefolved to kin* 
die fuch a flame of war, amidft the bar^to hilld 
of the north, as might fpread terror and de-* 
ftru&ion over all the country. In order to 
crufli Dundee, general Mackay wai difpatched 
by the Prince of Orange after him with con*-, 
fiderable forces ; and IVfackay advanced to- 
wards the pafs of KilH cranky, which was a 
road between high mountains. Dundee re- 
folving to fight him, abandoned that Idvin- 
tageous pott, partly to animate his Highlanders 
by theboldnefs of the refolution, and partly to 
render the defeat of his enemies the more 
compleat, if it fhould take |)lacej he therefore 
permitted Mackay to pafs the ftraight without 
oppofition, and delayed giving him battle till 
almoft fun fet, when he tulhed down upon 
them with fuch fury, that he forced them to, 
give way, by which 2000 of them wert killed 
and 500 wounded. The reft difperfed of thei/ 

own 
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own accord^ and general Mackay was only 
faVed by taking a Way thorough the mountains; 
which lay weftward bi the pafs, while the 
Highlandei!^s were pctupied in plniidering the 
baggage of the EngliOi airmy. But on the re- 
niewal of the jiurfuit, the gallant Dundee 
y^sLs mortally w^oiinded ; he fainted and fell 
from his horfe ; when he recovered, he alked^ 
how things were ? Being told all was well ; 
then faid he, I am well I and immediately ex- 
pired* 

DukiNG all this time, it was fcaircely jiof- 
fible fof the Prince of Orange, to aft with 
necefjary vigout in the fupport of his friends 
in Ireland; The Englilh forces if it might be 
deemed fa?e tb employ them againft JamesI, 
could not be ipafed \ new levies were there- 
fore ordered and moirtly embodied ; but the 
arms in the Tower having been emhezzled, 
it was neceflary to lend for a fiipply to Hoi- 
land. In the mean time, the negleft of Ireland! 
became a fubje£l of popular complaint ; and it 
was at length determined to fend thither a 
body of troops. The levies for the fervice of 
trelaUd, cOnfifted of eighteen regimeiitS of in- 
fantry, and five of cavali^.j but both the of- 
Vol. L G ficcr* 
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ficcrs and foldiers were inexperieaced in war. 
The chief command was given to the Duke 
of Schomberg, who, after many delays, fet fail 
on the aift. of Auguft with about ten thoufand 
of his forces, and part of his artillery. On 
the following day he landed near Bangor in 
in the county of Down. 

The garrifons of Belfafi and Antrim, re* 
tired at his firft appearance, fome to Lifburn, 
but moft to Carrickfergus, as the place of 
greateft ftrength. . 

« 

ScHOMBBRG immediately marched againi^ 
Carrickfergusr ; and on his approach the gar-^ 
rifon parleyed i defiring liberty to fend to 
James for fuccours, or for leave to furrepder. 
The demand was rejefted with fcorn, and the 
fiege was carried on in form, while fix Ihips 
battered the town from the fea* The garrifoh 
required leave to march out with the honours 
of war J Schomberg however infilled on 
making them prifoners, but at laft, allowed 
them to march out with their arms and fome 
baggage, and to be conduced to the next gar- 
rifon. Schomberg' s, foldiers murmured at this 
indulgence, and fuch was their antipathy to. 

Jameses 
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James's men; both from, religious arid politi- 
cal motives, tbat without regard to faith or 
humanity, they fell furipafly upon the gar- 
rifon, wrelted their arms'from them, and were 
reftrained from murdei-, only by the timely 
and vigpirous intctpofition of the generall. 


• < • t 


ScHOMBSRG^sarmy, by this time cbnfidera- 
oly augmented from England, advanced to Lif- 
burn, ETilUborough^ Dromore, and Loughbrick- 
land. J'l^om all thefe places, the catholic^ fled 
precipitately With their cattle and effefls, bur-, 
tiing al| the towns behind them. Schoihberg 
threatened by a ttiuinpet td give them no quar- 
ter, ftioulcl ihey contin\ie thele dq>redations; 
llie catj^oUcs abandoneid ptindalk without' 
injuhng^ ^hq tow;h } i^nd here the Englifh army 
advanced in cdnfeqhence oFit, Such Was xht 
opinion wbich Jamest^ dfficei-s ^Entertained of 
Schomberg and his arm'y^ thit they fcfolved to 
quit their ftation at "Drogheda. Tyrconnel had 
the honout of diverting them from a Jrcfolutiou 
fo inglorious. He repaired to the main army 
H^ Droghtda confifting of abOut nine thoufa3i4 
men^ ^xf.d a0urc4 t^fni of an imogiediat^ re* 
infofceiiieiit %if tiieenty ihouland ^oop^^ 
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These fuccours having arrived fpoii 
after, it was therefore refolveA to main- 
tain their prefem flation. The country 
through which Schomberg had already, 
marched, was full of bogs and mountains^ 
where the enemy's cavalry could hot hari;afs 
him. That which now lay before him was 
plain and open, where the fuperior numbers 
of Jameses army could eafily fur round binv 
and cut him off from all communication with, 
his fhips and his northern friends. Several . 
of Schomberg*s raw troops funk under, the 
joint fe verities of fatiguing marches. ap.d!' a ri-' 
gorous feafon;. and many of them lay Ian- 
guilhing on the roads. In fuch circuniftan- 
ces, Schpniberg ^ thought , it imprudent; *^'to ads 
vgnce. Marefchal Rofen immediately drew 
his forces towards ;I)undalk, while Schomlierg 
fortified his c^IPP. -agaiaft any attack of the 
e^emy^^ In .this unwhplefome and .confined 
ftation with a fcarcity of all provifions, 
Sohomberg's foldiers foon become very fickly* 

^^ the . mean time, the. enemy approached.' 
Otoe party wis 'detached to feize a pafe 
near ^eWry, ib as to fall on xht rear of 
the EiigKfh; - but • on -the firft* appearance of 
oppdfftion they fuddenly retreated. AnotTier 

party 


Since the Revolution.'^ is 

party of Rofen's prefented itfelf before. 
Schomberg's camp, but at the fight of fome 
cavalry, they retired^ to the main body. 
Then the whok army, with James at its 
head, was drawn out and difplayed the royal 
ftandard. . 

• 

Though they advanced towards Schom- 
berg, yet he continued to conceive that James 
had no intention of coming to an engagement. 
At laft James feeihed determined no ftorra 
his camp. Schomberg now difpatched or- 
ders to his cavalry to return from a forag- 
ing excurfion ; and . the Englifti infantry 
were cominianded to ftand to their arms. 
Schomberg's orders were received with fuch 
joy and alacrity, that even the. fick and lan- 
guid feized their arms, in confidence of vic- 
tory and were only folicitous to be relicyed 
from their prefent diftrefs. 

But at. a moment when a Ijattlc feeme4 
inevitable, James withdrew his forces to 
Ardee. James's army affedled great, vexa* 
tion at this retreat, and as if the ftorming 
of Schombcrg*a camp were an eBterprize of 
no danger, they i^nputed James's irijefoijution, 
\p a miftakcu lenity and tendernels for his 

G 3 Englilh 
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Englilh fubjefts. The EngUfti on the othe|N 
handy with more reality, (ufpefted that James*^ 
motions were defigBed only to coutenance a 
i^onfpiracy, formed by fomc difaffedied indivi- 
duals, to betray the camp. * 

The defign was difcovered on the enfu- 
ing day; the principal accomplices were ex- 
eciited, and a number of French foldiers were 
difarmed by Schoniberg, and tranfportedto 
Holland. Sicknefs in ' the meantime made 
great havock in Schomberg's camp ; while 
the enemy, who lay on more elevated ground^ 
infulted their calamities. But James's army 
were foon affefted with fimilar difafters, and 
their numbers were equally diminiftied. 

While Schomfeerg was preparing to rc- 

tire into winter quarters, he was reinforced 
by fomc regiments from England and Scot- 
land. Schomberg in order to preferye thefe 
troops from the infedion/refolved to aban- 
don this fatal' ftation, and' for the prefent 
pitched a new camp beyond Dundalk. Ifc^ 
ordered the fiqk on board the Ihips : but 
thefe proving infufficieht'|bi the purpofe, 
he provided V%iJ^Ps/ to' convey the reft, to 
^Ifaft, Notw^Ulanding the utmoft care 

and 
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and affiduity of Scbomberg and his 'officers, 
numbers died, and the roads were ilrewed 
with their carcafes. 

This fcene of the fick, the melancholy, th^ 
defpairing and dying, was truly ihocking to 
humanity ; for it was fuch a one as exhi- 
bited a lively pidure of the dreadful cala- 
mities attendant on war; and while the 
braveft acknowledged they felt for others, 
what they would fcarcely own they felt 
for themfelvcs, it was ^ a fcene that produced 
fuch a complication of horrors, as made even 
heroes tremble* ^s the army marched, the 
^foldiers obferved companies that had not 
twelve men left. In fhort, out of 15,000 per- 
fons who at various periods entered the 
Englifh camp, above 8,000 died in camp, or 
afterwards expired of the difeafes they had 
contraded there 

In Englapd, the mofl fanguine hopes of fuc- 
cefs were entertained from the military reputa- 
tion of Scbomberg. So much were his diflrefles 
concealed from the^n, that they had been afftired. 
his camp was in a flpurifhing condition ; but . 
when inflead of reducing Ireland, the Engliih 
kiped that Scbomberg ^as entrenching him- 

fclf 
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felf againft an enemy whom they long ha(| 
been taught to defpife; their pride was ex- 
afperated ; and all the faftious part of the na- 
tion exclaimed in the fevered terms againft 
the prince's mioifters. About the fame time 
the Prince of Orange forming a Vain fcheme 
to unite the Diffenters with "the' eftabliftied 
church, difobliged many thereby, and en- 
creafed the popular fermeiits. Old grievances 
;«rere now inquired into, new meafures inl 
veftigated, and tte court found itfelf not a 
little embarrafled between the oppofite fadions 
of Whig and Tory, who. though perfedly 
different in moft of their political principles, 
yet both afike concurred in their endeavour^* 
to mortify the adminiilration. 

Is the midft of thefe ferments, Wa[ker ar- 
rived in London, with an addrefs to the princ^ ■ 
from the inhabitants of Der'ry'. He was re- 
ceived with every mark of cordiality, and 
prefented with a gift of five thoufand pounds, 
for his intrepid condua during the fiege of 
Derry. Walker was confulted on theftateof 
affairs in Ireland, and the Englifh being gready 
exafperated by ^^he unfuccefeful event of 
Schomberg's expedition, grfifedily liftened to 

the 
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the mformauon that Schomberg's misfortunes 
originated entirely in the negleft of one Shales, 
a purveyor to the arniy> by whofe mifconduft 
it was alledged Schomberg had been left in 
want of artillery horfes, carriages, bread, for- 
rage and medicines. In order to allay the in* 
dignation of the people, the prince propofed, 
that the commons fhould nominate commif- 
iiohers to fuperintend all preparations necef- 
fary for the defence of Ireland. Thus the 
public animofity received a temporary abate* 
ment by this prudent, management of the 
prince- 

Bi^FORE we advance farther in the progrefs 
qf Iri^ affairs, it becomes; expedient to recur 
to the proceedings of the Englifh convention 
which aflembled on the 2 2d. of January, 

TpE conimons, from the influence of p^e- 
fent authority, as well as from the prevailing 
humour of the nation, were moftly chofen from 
the Whig party. After thanks were unani- 
moufly given by both houfes to the Prince of 
Orange, for the deliverance which he had 
brought them ; a memorable vote was in a 

few 
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few days pafled by a great majority of the 
commons, and fent up to the houfe of pefers 
for their concurrence. It was contained in 
thefe words, "that king James the Second, 
having endeavoured to fubvert the conftitu«^ 
tion df the kingdom by breaking the original 
contraA betwixt king and people, and having, 
by the advice of Jefuits and other wicked 
pierfons violated the fundamental laws, and 
Withdrawn himfelf out of the kingdom, has 
abdicated the goverqraent,-— and the throne, i^ 
ihereby vacant." 

This vote, when carried to the upper houfe,^ 
met with great opppfitjon,* occafioned by 
ihe faftions of Whig and Tory in that 
houfc. The Tories though generally deter- 
mmed to oppo|(p Jam^$'s return, yet refol- 
ved not ' to confent to th? dethroning him,, 
or altering the line of fuccelEon. A re- 
gent, with kingly power, was the expe- 
dient, which they propofed ;. and a late in- 
ftance in Portugal, feemed to giv^ fome au? 
thority and precedent to that plan of go- 
vernment. The leaders of the Whig payty af- 
fcrted, that a regent was unknown to the con- 

ftitution. 
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ftitution, except where the prince, by reafon 
of his tender age> or infirmities, was incapa-- 
\>lt oJF a will .;: and in that caf<^ his will was 
fuppofed t5 be involved in that of the regexu, 
and that a nation governed by regents or pro-* 
tedlors would in procefe of time tend more to 
a republic, than to a monarchyj^ whofe here- 
ditary regular fucceflion, as well as prefcnjt 
authority, was fixed and appointed by the 
people. 

Thi Y further aflertcd, that if there was any 
^11 in the precedent of dethroning one king 
and appointing another, a fimilar evil would 
refult from eftabliftiing of a regent. And 
moreover ; allowing the young prince lo be 
the legitimate heir, he had been carried abroad, 
where he would be educated in principles fub- 
verfive of the conftitution and eftabliflied reli- 
gion ; and probably he would leave a fon, 
liable to the fame infuperable objedion. But if 
the. whole line were cut pfFby law, the people 
would in time forget, or totally negled their 
claim ; an advantage which could not be 
hoped for, while the adminifty ation was con- 
dueled in their name, and while they were 
ftill acknowledged to poffefs the legal title. 
' ' ' ' This 
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This queftion was agitated with great zeal by 
the oppofite parties iri th^ houfe of peerSy 
The queftioii f6Y> king was at length carried 
by two voices o«/y, fifty-one, agairift forty-nine. 
All the prelates except two, the bifhops of 
London and Briftol, voted for a regent. 

The houfe of peers next examined by piece- 
meal the vote, fent up to them by the conv- 
mons. They firft debated, " Whether theic 
was an qriginal contradl between the king and 
the people,'* and the affirmation was carried 
by 53 voices, againft 46. The next queftion 
was. ** Whether king James had broke that 
original contraft ?" and after fome trifling op- 
pofition the affirmative prevailed. The houfe 
next proceeded to take into confideration the 
word abdicated ; and it was carried that de- 
ferted was better. The concluding queftion. 
'^ Whether King James having broke the ori- 
ginal coiitraft, and deferted the government, 
the throne was thereby vacant ?** 

This queftion caufed in the difcuflion of it 
much more heat and contention than any of 
the former ; but upon a divifion, the Tories 
fucceeded by a majority of eleven voices 
whereby the laft article w4th refpeft to the 

vacancy 
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vacancy of the throne wa$ reje&ed. The . 
vote was then returned to the comraOtis wiih< 
tbefe amcndiDients. 

ff 

•• • • ■ 

« - 

Th£ comnjiODs infifled on ». their vote j jaftd 
affigned reafons why the lord's ■ feou Id freirjfcjft 
their amendments. The lords were not canr : 
vinced, and in. order to fettle this importa«^j 
queftion, it was 'deemed tm^cSS^^, tb^t*^ U§>^: 
confer ejyce between the ihoufi^A ihoT)ld .tal^g; 
place. ; ,. '/;.' '. -.• .':';, : •. /" [^u: 

J^^ftJi^R.. ,wa5 : a riatiopal .rdi^b^fej fijTely^ of ^ 
^ximv jiriiQwepit, opr Q<widsi^e(i:ihy"fli0re. aible-f 

fei^ators^' yet thfeir debater. WW /otsttf^ej^a 
frivolous that they ni<Sre rtfeiftbkd'liiEi J^wb^ll 
difput^lions' of the fchools, than theffejlid rff- 
fofiings o| legifl^tors an.d fiatefmen.- Ho^yjijy^).^ 
in public tranfaClions df .fuchj, i'pl^portanqfiif 
the r^al rnot.ive5 i>£ any najSiifure, !ar^ rar^l^l 
a'towed/:, /^ ,i ;.:'': *-:' 'i : Ir 
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vThk Wbigsj now the reigning partyv united- 
with the ToriiqSi in. order to ,ac^ompJ^lh the , 
revolution, therefore the Whigs did not infill 
that the crown Ihculd be declared forfeited, 

left 
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left that term might offend their licw allies the 
Tbtics. Wherefol-e they artfully confounded 
together the king's abufe of power and \i\^ 
defertion of. the kingdom, and they denomi- 
nkt^d the whole an dbdkafhn ; as if James had 
given' a -virtu ali thoiig^ tfot a verbal eonfent 
to- his Mdethrofaemeht. The TdHes obfetving 
this obvious irtfprdpritty, the effeft of the 
p*udeat^tnpiilkt»ce of the Whigs, infiftedon 
the V/Ord^^^^r/&«, ks mu^h itiow applicable 
and figtiificant. The Whigs retorted on theni, 
that notwithftandingthatexpreffion might with 
more jufticc*^b<^ applied to James'd withdraw- 
ing hittifelf frbni th€ kingdom, yet it cotjld 
Di6t Wkh any ptopriely be applied to W3 vio* 
ktieil'df^4e ft&fi^iihetital law^. A.nd ihti^ 'k)th 
partieijWhilft they from prudential or political 
CQlifiderations warped thelf principl'ds, thus 
l«;ft the praife atid merit of confiftcncy aiidl uni* 
foFinity; the managers for the lords ne]^ 
maintained, that admitting the king's abufe of 
power to be tantamount to an abdication, it 
could operate no otherwife than his Toluntary 
teligaation 6r natural defath^ could do« 

* * t • 
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They infilled tliat it was a maxim in the 
Engtiih law, that the throne was never vacant, 
but on the deceafe of one king was inftamly 
filled by his immediate heir, who was entitled 
to all the authority qF his predeceflbr. And 
that however young the fticceflbr, or unfit to 
rule, however unfortunate in fituation, though 
be were even a captive in the hands of his ene- 
mies; yet iio juft reafon could be affigned, 
why, without any fault of .his own, he (hould 
be deprived of a throne, 'to which, by binh, 
he was fo fully entitled. 

» ' I * , » 

/ 

The managers of the commons might hive 
oppofed thefe arguments by many fpecious^ 
and folid reafonings ; they might have faid, 
that though on the natural deatbof one king, 
whofe government had been agreeable to. the 
laws, many inconveniencies would be endured 
rather than exclude his lineal heir ; yet the 
cafe was different, . when the people had been 
obliged to revolt, and dethrone a kin^ whofe 
illegal and arbitrary conduft, in every in- 
ftance violated the conftitution. That in fuch 
revolutions, the government reverted to its firft 

principles, and the people of courfe were 

conilrained 
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conftrainjed to refon to their original rights 
&c. of providing for thp public weal ; 
though by means, which, on other oceafions . 
iijight, be confidered irregular aud yiq-.; 
leM-. That ..the great fecurity for allegiance ; 
was merely opiivion^ gnd that a fvfteip of fcttle- 
niem flipuld be preferred to which it was moft 
likely the nation would acquiefce and perfe- 
vere in- That James had withdrawn from the 
kiijgdopi and conyeyed his foa abroad, and by 
fuchi jcoB(duj£l had. involved , his fubje£b .in 
fuch confafion,anddifficultie5that the interefts 
of his family ought to be facrificed to the pub-^ 
liip: fejtlemeftt. and tranquiflity. 

However reafdnable and plaufiblie thefe 

^ - - •■>•■■,. 

arguments . appear, yet Hume fays they 
were not , advanced by the managers of the 
Whig-party, J>oth becaufe they might imply 
ah acknowledgment of tlje infant princess 
legitimiicy, which it was refolved to keep 
in doubt and'obfcurity, and alfo to direft 
a condemnation df Tofy principles. The 
Whig^ managers were contented to fupport 
the vote of the commons by artful eva- 
fions, and 1)6th parties at laft parted trith- 
out coming to atny kind of compromife. But 

ftt 
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It kngth the |j<ftrfcverance of the Commons 

tonftfained the lords to comply j; and thui 

the vote of the commons without any altera-? 

Hon, pafled the koufe ot peers by a fmali 

majoHty, and receiv<?d the fanflion of every 

branch of the legiflature which thfen fub- 

fifted. During all thefe tranfaaipns, the 

Prince of Orange preferved a, . total filence; 

iw if he hid been in no way concerned id 
them. 

/ 

■ \ 

This cobdiia might lie tiefemed laudable' 
ind highly meritorious, but it was the Pirince's 
misfbrtune, through the wholfe courft of his 
life, and on every otcafion, to be teriiarkablc 
for a cold, dry, and diftam addreft, which he 
fcould fcarcely diveft himfelf of, or in any d^ee 
foften oi* familiafiiee, feven whfere his oiim im- 
mediate intercft was at ftakfc. At length the 
prince condefcended to eipjrefshis fentiments, 
thougb in a i]irivate nuaner, on the ptefeot 
lituatidn Of affidrs. 

Havi»<} called together a few of his iHends, 
he told thfem he heatd fevehil Icbfcmt* pto- 
pofed for fettling thfe govfenoiaetii j tkat foia^ 
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infiftcd on a regept, and that otlxcts wilhcd to 
confer the crown on the Princefs Mary alone^ 
wherefore, if they chofe either of thefc plans 
offettlement, he declared, it would be entirely 
out of his power to affift them in carrying it 
into effed ; he ftated that his concerns abroad 
were of too much moment to be relinquilhed 
for fo precarious a dignity ; and that at prefent 
he had not as much leifure as would be netef- 
fary to arange their disjointed government. He 
informed them, that having fully accompliflied 
the end of his coming amongft them, by rc- 
ftoring their liberty, it now belonged to the 
parliament to concert fuch meafures as they 
would deem ittoft requifite for the public 
fettlement; for his part he would by no 
means interpofe in their determinations* 

* It being now evident that nothing lefs than 
the crown would fatisfy the Prince of Orange> 
the Princefs Mary herfelffeconded* his views, 
and facrificed every confideration to conjugal 
fidelity and attach^ient, though it muft be 
admitted (he was mare obfequious on this oc-*- 
cafion, than the generality of ^er fex would 
have been, confidering herhulbahd was a 

man 
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liiah df fo unfocial and unadLiable a difpofi^ 
tion. The f rincefs Atine alfo concurred itl 
the plan; and on the promife of ai ample re-^ 
venue, wai farisfied to Be poftponedin the 
tucceflion of the throne. 

All parties being now agreed, the fcOli- 
vcntion palled a bill, wheteby they fettled the 
trown on the Prince and Princefs of Orange ; 
the fole adminiilration to remain in the 
J>rince; the PHncefs Anne to fucceed next, 
kftcr the Prince ind i^rinccfs of Orange ; 
Anne's pofterity after thofe of the Princefs o( 
Orange, but before thofe of the prince by any 
Other wife, 'To this bill the convention an- 
nexed a declaration of rights, where all ))oint^ 
which ' i)f late had been difputed between 
king and people were finally determined ; and 
the royal prerogative more limited and more 
kccurately defined^ than, in any former period 
of the iEngiilh monarchy. We have already 
fiated, that the popular ferments in England, 
bn account of Schomberg's ill liiccefs iti 
Ireland bad been fomewhat abated t^y the 
prudence of committing the care of Irelatid 
to the parliamenti Kotwithftanding the 

Hi 



pieople fcKjn vcmo^ft rated with double via* 
ItCncq againft tbe ipnifcarriages in, Ireland ; aii4 
nWved, that King William ftiould be addref- 
fed, to take thf |e iiuo bis coaiideraxioQ, and to 
find out the authors of them. At this time 
William was confideraby thwarted in money 
outter^ by th^ pa^rlii^m^nt, 2^ he. was even 
n^ottfi^d* ft) far as to have a comjaii^t^e ^ 
point^d^ to e^n^iine into the ips^uigen^aajt 
of hifi piiivate finaiices. 

William had alfo his. troubles oa the 
Ffincefs Aime's a»ccoun;t. As Ihe ha^dpoft- 
poiaed her preteniio:as to. the crown in Wi^^ 
Hani's favour^ &e ^oQceiyed &onx f uch a far 
cri&ce much was dme to hex ; and having as 
yet no fettled revenue allowed her, Ibe made 
frequeut complainjte on that head* She had a 
ftr<^g party in the commons, who at laft ad- 
drefled WilKam to fettle 50,0001. ;i year upon 
her, out of a revenue which was hardly ad* 
dequate to anfwer his own purpofes, and 
which was only granted him froiti year to 
y^ar, by the mere bounty of the p^eople* 
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^T length William, diflra€led between 
Whig:$ and Tories, upon fome recent advan^ 
ces, r^olved to clofe with the latter and to 
undertake thie war of Ireland in perfon ; to 
this refolution he added a deiign of leaving 
the quecD as r^eut, to manage panies by 
herfelf, in the beft manner fiie could. 
There were fome who wiihed to difappoint 
Wiliiam in his determinations, but he fruf* 
trated their deiigns by diflalviiig the parlia* 
rnent^ and adopting everf means to conciliate 
the afiedions of his new friends the Tories ; 
and of difgracing the Whigs, of whom, al- 
though they had raifed him to the throne, he 
now began to be beyond meafure fearful and 
jealous. In the mean time, William fent 
cloaths, arms and ammunition to his troops in 
Ireland ; and 7000 well appointed auxiliaries 
from Denmark, landed at Belfaft, under the 
cpmmandof the Duke of Wirtemberg^ 

A D 168 Schombirg's troops having re* 

covered fome degree of their 
former vigour, were employed in furniihing 
the frontier garrifons with ftores ; nor waa 
James lefs iifiiduous in forming magazines, 
a^d preparing for the cainpaign* James it 
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was faid, had formerly expreffcd a refolutioa 
of confiding to his own troops for fuccefs, but 
he now accepted of five thoufand French 
troop^^ for an equal number of Iri{h trans- 
ported to France, ameafure however, that was 
not attended with the advantage that had been 
expeded ; for James's new , auxiliaries were 
not only extremely refraftory, but would not 
acknowledge any other fuperior thantheit 
Own commander : who attending only to the. 
the intereft of his troops, confidered himfelB 
in an enemies country, and lived at firee quar- 
t«rs. 


CHAP, IE. 
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CHAP. III. 

Tfames^s difaf point ment hy the Jofs of his laft 
Frigate and the Fort of Charlemont } — Wtl- 
liam prepares for his ExpedUion to Ireland-^ 
a Confpiracy agahift him defeated — Arrives in 
Ireland. — Battle of the Boyne. — Duke Schom- 
herg killed. — Jameses arrrual at Dublin, — 
- He embarks for France,— feverai Forts 
furrender to William. — Siege of Limerick. — 
William embarks for Englmd. — Earlof Marl- 
borough arrives in Ireland. — CorkfutTrenderj. 
— Kinfale reduced-^great Diforders in Ireland 
ReduSion of Athlone. — Battle of Jughrim, — 
Siege of Limerick. — Capitulation oftitnerick. 


A. D. 169Q. A 


A Trivial incident ferved to 
increafe the mortification 
of James. The only frigate he now retained 
of the royal fleet, lay in the bay of Dublin 
ready to convey to France fome fmall vefleU 
laden with various goods, for which he had 
obtruded his bafe coin on tip proprietors. 
But Sir Gloudefly Shovel, who failed from 
Belfaft with a few (hips, after fome refiftancc 
jock the frigatb, with the whole convoy. But 

JamQS 


/ 


104 4 View of Irifif Maxrs 

\ i . . , . ' > • ^- . , . . 

James, however mortified by this incid^ty 
, ivas ftiUmore Icnfibly affefted by the lofs of 
Charlemoht. ' This fort was coafidered fo 
ilrong, and To well provided, that Schombcrg, 
in his progrefs had not ventured to attack it. 
To harrafs and diftrefs the garrifon, Cadlle- 
mote, a brave F*rencH officer in William's fcr- 
vice, had been polled on the banks of the 
Bl^ck-water with a conliderable force, in the 
ipring. 


1 . > 


As the feafon advanced, Charlemont was 
more clofely invefted, and the governor fum- 
jnoned to fuirender; which O'Regan, its 
governor, refii fed to comply with; but the 
garrifon' having fufiered intolerable diftrefs, 
he at laft * propofed ' te/ms of capitulation^ 
and was allowed to -march out with alf 
the honours of war. During thefe trans- 
iadions feveral new regiments of Engliih and 
Dutch arrived in TJlfter ; and the army was 
every day encouraged with aOurances, that 
William would fooh join them. As foon as 
William made his refoluiion of vifiting Ire^ 
land known/ a dangerous confpiracy waf 
formed in England by certain difcontented 

perfonsj 
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perfons^ vhich was to be put in execution 
during WilUam^s abfence in Ireland, in order 
to bring England, once more under the do- 
minion of James. But luckily the plot was 
difcovcrcd and completely fruftrated. 

A. D. 1600. ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^+'^ ^^ 

June in the year 1690, M'il- 

liam landed at Carrickfergus amidft the ac- 
clamations of the inhabitants. He was at- 
tended by Prince George of Denmark, the 
Duke of Ormondjj, and feveral othei perfonji 
of diftinftion. William, determined on a 
vigorous profecntion of the war, advanced to 
Liibum, and Hillfborough, where he com- 
menced the firft exercife of his civil authority, 
by aa a& highly acceptable to the Diflenters 
of TJlftcr. William ifiued a warrant, granting 
the diflfenting clergymen of the North, who 
bad aAed with fo much zeal in his caufe, an 
annual penfion of twelve hundred pounds* 

William's whole force affembled atLough- 
l[)rickland, from their different quarters, wherp 
they were joined by him and his fuite. His 
army confiding of thirty fix thodfand men, 
well appointed, now advanced fouthward, to 
' ' X decide 
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decide the fete of Ireland, while the fleet 
coaftcd llowly in view, to provide them with 
neceflaries. 

In the mean time, feventy-eight French 
fhips, in confequence of an agreement with 
the Englifti malecontents b.efore-mentioned, 
appeared off the Englifh coaft, and although 
the plot had been already difcovered, yet thefc 
, fliipjs created fuch an alarm, that the Englifti 
and Dutch fleets, ventured to meet them and 
give them battle* . 

Th£ fleet met, and a great and formidable 
engagement took place, off Beachy-head, in 
lyhich a great number of Dutch ftiipi were 
burned, fliattered and deftroyed ; and the 
Englifti fleet was defeated^ and purfued by 
the French, as far as Ry# Bay, where they 
flopped to try what effeft the viftory would 
have on Jan^es's friends in England, 

William not hearing of this defeat, how- 
ever well informed he was that the French 
had a naval power hovering on the Engliih 
coafts, kept all his troops in a body, and 
flj^rched on through the cpurfc which Schom^ 
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berg had puiCuM before him, fully refolved, 
while things were at fuch a crifis both by fea 
and land to ftrike fome deciiive blow. 

When James received the news of Wil- 
liam's arrival he committed the guard of 
Dublin to a militia under the command of 
Luttrel the govemof, and marched with fix 
thoufand French infantry to join the main 
body of his army, which now were ftationed 
near Drogheda on the bank of the river Boyne. 
James'^ army confifted of about thirty three 
thoufand men. His council of officers advifed 
him not to riik an a^ion againfl fuperior 
forces, but to maintain a defenfivc war, until, 
amoi^ other', reafons offered, the difcontents 
in England ihould begin to operate more ef. 
feftually in his favour. However Jan\es ac* 
tuated by hi^ ufual infatuation contended for 
vigorous meafures, and eiscprefled his fatif- 
fadion that he had at laft an opportunity of 
one' fair battle for the crown* Yet with an 
ominous precaution> he difpatched Sir Patrick 
Trant one of his commiffioners of revenue to 
Waterford, to prepare a fliip to convey him 
tq France in cs^ff of' any difafter. 
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Oj# the kft of June, at the fitft dawn of 
Day, William's army iKlv^aced towards this 
Bojme in three columoB, he himfelf marchiiiig 
at the head of his advanced guard, which 
foon appeared within a few mites of Drogheda« 
Here William from the ftimmlt of an hitt 
took a view of the enemy. James's forces had 
Drogheda On their right, a morafs difficult to 
be paCTed on the left ; in their front the fotd^ 
of the Boyne, deep and daitigeroug^, with rag- 
ged banks, defended by fome brcaft works, 
behind which lay rows of hedges, and above 
them feveral fmall hills. On their rear at 
fome diftance lay the village of Dunmore ; 
three miles farther . was tht village and pafs 
of Duleek, which in t^fe of a defeat Woul4 
confiderably favour James's army. 

HXK.S James called a countil of war to 
determine on the fum of things, fome of the 
more cautious of his Itifli officers advifed 
James to let his army fall hack and relii;e 
behind the Shannon ; they urged that tb re- 
tire was no difgrace, when the r^teat would 
eventually lead to vifiory. And as the 
chances of war were fcarcely e^ fo lequal as 

to 
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to reader it alike advantageous for two op- 
pOfing generals to engage at one time, where- 
fare the fame motives which impelled WiU 
Ham to feek an engagement, Jhould for the 
lame reafon pcnntout to James that he ooight 
as much as poffible avoid coming to one^ 
They obferved alfo, that at prcfem William's 
army was ftrong in numbers and his own 
weak, whereas, if James had patience, the con- 
trary would prefently become the cafe; for 
William's ilreigth would foon moulder 
away, as Schomberg's army had dcme, whik 
his own forces being ufed to tbe air and cli- 
mate, would not be expofed to fuch diminuti- 
on from difeafes. 
♦ 

It was by this time knowo, that James's 
allies the French, were mafters of the fea, and 
that more forces were on their way to join 
him from abroad, and mote might alio be 
raifed at home if he pleafed ; while his eue- 
pies could not pofiibly get an encreafe frdjp 
either. That in retreating to the interior parts 
of the kingdom, he could draw provifions 
wherever he went,i from the garrifons around 
and biiiind. But by advancing into thpfe 
partSy William would lofe the fupplies from 

his 


no A^i^ oflrijh Affairs 

J ^ bis fleet, and would not . eafily procure any 
/ other in an hoftilc land. Even without ha-» 
/ zarding a battle at all, the war might be ter- 
minated, for if the French fleet Ihould deftroy 
the fliips which attended William, and block 
up the channel betweeiii England and Ireland 
his army would fall, *atid fall almoft with* 
out a blow. On the other hand the im- 
patient fpirits in James's army urged, that to 
fly was to be conquered in eflfeft. That to 
abandon his capital was to give ilp the king-^ 
dom, that his fubje6ls would be animated 
when they beheld their fovereign in arms 
difputingthe field, hut would follow him with 
fcorn if he fled; and finally, that it became! 
his name and reputation in arms to fet all 
upon the firft great caft, which oflefed itfelf, 
and which would moft likely tut'n up in hi^ 
favour, fince the confdencc of th6 ufurpcrj 
together with the feai's and eQmpunftiori 
which James's prefence would naturally ex-* 
ciie, would operate in his favouf , tod eflfec-' 
tually contribute to William's defeat. * 

Nothing could be more abfufd that th6 
whole mode of reafoning adoj^ted by thofe 

whoL 
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who were anxious for the battle ; but as thofe 
arguments are commonly moft adapted to 
perfuade, which are addrelTed to the paffions^ 
and vanities of men, fo thefe prevailed with 
James> who entertained an high notion of the 
facred majefty of hereditary monarchs ; and 
he doubted not but his prefence would awe 
his Englifti fubjefls in this country, toully 
forgetting with what mortifying contempt 
fome of thefe very fubjedls had treated him, 
when in England. 

In the mean while, an event took places 
which had nearly obtained a bloodlefs viftory 
for James. When William's army had en- 
camped on the oppofite fide of the Boyne, he, 
being anxious to inform himfelf fully of 
the enemies fituation, advanced with fome 
officers, within mulket Ihot of a ford oppofite 
the village of old-bridge r here, having recon- 
noitered the enemy, he fat down on the 
ground, to take notes of what he had obfer- 
ved. 

Neither the motions of William nor of his 
army were unobferved by James's troops. 

Berwick, 
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Berwick) T7rcx>nnel, Sarsfield, and fome 
others, rode flc>wl}r along the oppofite bank$y 
and difcovered William's prefeat fitiHitiGa. 
A party of about forty horUe were immediately 
Sent by them into a plowed fields oppofite 
where William fat. In their centre they con-« 
cealed two field ptfices, which they planted^ 

« nnnoticed, under cover of^a hedge and 
marched on^ As? foou as William mounted 
hia horfc> the cannon^ were difcharged> by 
which one of his followers was killed andtw^ 
horfes^at a fmall diflance from William him-* 
fclf. Another fliot Inftantly followed, and 
the ball gtaaied on the banks of the fivei*, 
thence afole> and flaming on William's right 
ftouldef> ^voUiided him fRghtly. His attend* 
ants croA/trded around him in g^eat cdnfhfioiz^ 
A fhout of exultation i^nng through Jameses 
camp^ that Orange was no more; The news 

' was conveyed rapidly to i>ubHn and thence to 
Paris, where it was deceived by Lewis with 
the utmofl tfanfports of joy, iis ht was Wii-^ 
liam'i^ moft inveterate enemy. Btit Wiriian]^ 
having got the wound dreffed, immediately 
mounted bis horfe again. He rode thfougb his 
tamp to fhew himfel^ as well as to Ifn-* 
eourage and animate his foldiers. 

WiLlIAclki 
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William, concluding ftom tEe nfcws hrf 
daily received, that there v^as an abfolntfe ne- 
ceffity for fighting, and Jame^ having removed 
fome of his artillery, caufed him to apprehend 
that a retreat was meditated b^ the enemy j 
vrherefof e, William, in an aflembly of his offi- 
cers, declared hiis determination to pals the 
Boyne next morning in front of the enemy, 
an enterprise which itiany of his principal 
officers, and Schomberg in particular, at- 
tempted in vain to diffuade hini from. Wil- 
liam on this occaiion ^ded with a laudable de- 
gree of propriety ; for there are times, whim 
a man's judgmentj being fully convinced of 
the mode of a&ion he ought to purfue, that it 
would be weaknefs to be diverted from it. 
fuch liow was William^s cafe; 

Thus determined, William next momiiig 
at dawn, ordered the river to be eroded in dif- 
ferent placed ; which was feffedted without 
much oppofition. Then advancing they found 
the enemy driwn up iii two lines; In form- 
ing William's forces, the horfe and foot were 
mixed, fqtiadron with battalion, but on the 
irrival of ftefii infantiy^ they changed theit 
V^l; I. I pofitioti 
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|ioiition> and by drawing thehorfe te the rights 
they confiderably by this means out-flanked the 
enemy- But they were obliged to force iheir 
way through fields inclofed with deep ditches, 
extremely difficult to be crofled, efpecially by 
the horfe, as they were obliged, in the face of 
the enemy to advance in order- When Wil- 
liam's troops h^d furmounted thefe obllacles, 
beyond them lay a morafs ftill more emibar- 
raffing. However, the eneiny plunged iti, 
while the horfe found a firm. paOage to the 
rigl^t, through which they forced their way. 

Thx enemy, aftoniflicd . at their intrepidity, 
fled inftantly towards Duleek and were pur- 
fued and confiderably harrafTed by CSount 
Schomberg the duke's fon. But James's left 
wing being reinforced from his centre, Schom- 
berg was preflied hard and,obliged to retreat. 

Iif thcmean time, WilliaHi-sroain body con*- 
filling of the Dutch guards,, fdme Englifh 
battalions and fome regiments- of French 
Hugonots, palled the river^ which tt>fe to 
their waifts. Many of the battalions, formed 
ihemfelves without any material oppofition ; 

but 
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Diit befoite the teft could com^ up to their fup- 
poVt ; general Hainiltbn a\ the head of Jaraes'§ 
norfe, charged them fo furioufly that they 
^ere thrown into immediate diforder. The 
Dutch and Frdnch hugcfnots were inftantly 
broken, and on the point of betaking them- 
felveS to flight ; the Danilh troops plunged in- 
to, the river. Whither they were puirfued by 
Hamilton's dragoons. Duke Schomberg who 
Waited to fupport his friends on any danger- 
ous emergency,- now plunged through the 
river and placed himfelf at the head of the, 
hugonot forces ; who at that moment, were de- 
prived of their brave leader Caillemotte, but 
Hamilton's horfe on their return from the 
puf fuit of the Danes, jvounded Schomberg and 
took him prisoner, and w-ere hurrying him away 
ivhen he was killed by a fhot ' from his own 
men* At the fame time Walker, the famous 
defendct of. Derry, impelled by a paffibn for 
military gloty, morcS becoming a foldief than 
an c^cclefiaftic, attended the battle 6f the Boyne, 
knd received a wound of which he inftantly 
fehpiredi 
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Whbn William heard of Walker's dcith he 
pertinently exclaimed, " fool, what had he to 
do there ?" A Ihrewd remark, which expreffed 
at once the penetration of William, and 
ftrongly pointed out the impropriety of n\en's 
feeking for fame, in ftations where it is not 
allotted for them. 

In this quarter, all went in favour of Jameses 
troops, who were now preparing to charge 
William-s centre, and finifti the battle by one 
vigorous effort. But at this inftant William 
himfelf who had paffed the Boyne with his. 
left wing, appeared ready to attack them in 
flank, which uncxpeded danger threw the 
viflors into a confternatioh, that fpreading 
from man to man, entirely difpirited a people 
too foon elated and as fooa depreffed ; and oc- 
cafioned them to retire to Dunmore, where 
they once more made fuch a ftand, as baffled 
their purfuers, and even forced the Englifli 
cavalry, with William at their head, to recoil. 

The Ennifkilleneri whbfe courage was fo 
much boafted of, were forced to give way, and 
titothing but frelhluccours prevented a gene- 

ral 
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ral rout; nor had even thefe favcd them, 
otherwife than by covering their retreat^ but 
that the brave Hamilton again charging the 
enemy with too great impetuolity, but too lit- 
tle caution, was wounded in the arms of victory 
made prifoner by the Englifti and immediate 
\y conveyed to William, The reputation of 
Hamilton was.fo great that his lofs turned the 
fortune of the day ; while James's army was 
routed and fled by the pafsofDuleek. James's 
lafs in this aflion is computed at fifteen hun- 
dred men and the £nglifh loft about five hun- 
dred who fell in the field. After this defeat, 
James feemed to have loft all fpirit and all 
conduft. Though he might have found means 
eafily to have repaired his lofs and ftill kept 
^he field in a coutitry entirely devoted to 
him, yet he thought of nothing but retiring, 
He went firft to Dublin, and next to Water 
ford and on his way, broke down all the 
bridges behind him, and prepared to embark 
for France. In his flight he received letters 
that rendered his defign more plaufible, but 
he had formed his refolutions before thefe 
difpatches arrived. Thefe letter? informed 
Tames that Lewis had obtained a fignal vi^orjr 
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on th^ oOBtinerrt ; and that bis flleet had takeft 
fuch a ftation jas .coaipletely prevented, his 
cpemiiej&.from fuccpuring* each other ; sycy this 
acopunt Jking Japies was requefted to eip.bark 
for Fi;ance dire.dly> that he might be landed 
i^ ^^glaod ^with thirty thoufamd mep, and 
k^ve his generals to protraS the war in Ire-t 
laud ;J:fut th^t aipfoi-tunate prince had already 
precipitated it. however his fpifit* were a^s 
much eUted by the news contained in thefe 
letters, as they had be^s^n d^prefied by his ill 
jTucceft at the Boyne. James ihafte^d to 
comply nyith Lewis's reqneft und in his paf^ 
fage met witb H- A^t of frigates deftined to 
burn and deftroy William'p Ihipping on the 
the coafts of Jreland. l^ut James/ heaping 
labfurd^ty on aKurdity, prevented th^ frigates 
from going on this fervice ; and took them 
along with him to Franc^e, ^s a proteflion to his 
perfon* When he arrived at Paris, Lewisf 
finding that James ha4 brought back thefe 
ftiips with him, and hearing of his defeat, 
and olfo that the confpiracy in Englanci had 
been crnftied, I^wis, to the no fmall difppoint- 
iTient ;o£ Ja«n« fixcufed himfcjf from fulfilling 
liis engagement, and would not trull him 
'! • with 
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with ckber (hipping or men. Lewis ^tril 
have clearly ktt. the weak conduft of Jafties, 
and jQot only that fortune had completelly for- 
laken him at the prefent crifis, but Teemed to 
mark him as a vi6tim for her future ven- 
geance : he conceived, poffibly, it would there- 
fore be fruitlefs to mafke any further efibrts 
in fo hopelefe a <faufe. 

Immediately after the battle of the Boyne, 
William fummoned the garrifon of Drogheda 
to furr^der, and in -cafe of non-compliance, 
in imitation 6fGrom weirs barbarous policy, 
threates^ ^o put them all to the fworA. 
William now gratified his Englilh adherents, 
by iffuing a commiffion for feizing the pof- 
feflions of thofe that warred againft him j all 
whicli were xronfifcated by virtue of William's 
commiffion alone, and no courts of judicature 
, were at the time opened for proceeding re- 
gularly in the bufinefs. This meafure ferved 
only to confirm the catholics the more -in 
their averfion to the new government 5 and 
they therefore refolved to renew the war With 
the utmoft animofity. In eight days after the 
vifiory of the Boyne, William divided bis 

army. 
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army, he himfelf marched fouthward a^loag 
the coaft. Gen^eral Douglas was difpatched 
with all the cavalry to purfui? Jaiiies'^ forces 
and harrafs them in their retreat. We^fo^dj 
Waterford, and Duncannon Fort were takcin 
in confequence of thefe arrangements : Doug- 
laSj proceeded in his expedition tQ Athlone, 
marched as through an enemy's country, bis 
men plundering and murdering all before 
them. 

By fuch barbarities Douglas's array became 
abfolute]y pdious. When they appeared 
before Athlone, Douglafs fent 9 fummoustp 
the governor of the town whof(? ^ame was 
Grace. He returned a pafliopate defiance. 
Grace fired a piftol at Dou.gla3's mcffeng^r, 
and faid, ^*ihefe ate my ferms.^* Douglafs carried 
on the fiege for a confiders^ble time without 
any effeft, and at length, after feveral difaftcTs, 
the Englifti were obliged to decamp at mid- 
night, and by difficult marches joined William 
who \^ith his forces were noyf adyai;iced to 
Limeiick. Willian^ having refolyed to re- 
duce Limerick, if pdifiblcj this campaigQ ; 
advanced towards the to^ri on the ninth of 
Auguft and fummoned it to furrender. One 

^oilTelea^u, 
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Boifleleau^ a FriSich maa, was the governor, 

aud the *Duke of Berwick and colonel Sarf- 
field aded under him. To the fummons 
Boifleleau replied that he wiftied to gain the 
Prince of Orange's good opinion, and knew 
no method fo likely for him to obtain it, as to 
defend well the poft committed to his charge ; 
a gallant anfwer, but lefs boifterous than that 
of Colonel Grace, the Governor of Athlone. 
It was but three days after the fiege of Lime- 
rick commenced, that Sarsfield, having inteU 
ligence that a tonvoy with artillery and other 
neceffaries for the fiege was on its way to join 
the Englilh army ; iflued out of the town by a 
fecret way, pafled the Shannon in the night, 
intercepted the convoy, fpiked the cannon, 
blew up the powder, deftroyed all the reft of 
the ammunitiolD, and retreated in fafety by 
the fame vray he came, before it was poffible 
for the befiegers to prevent him. William 
was refolved to carry on the fiege, notwith- 
ftanding thefe unlucky aufpices, and at 
length a breach being made, he ordered it to 
J)e llormed. 
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Thx troops accordingly ;3^vanced, carried 
tbe countcrfc^rp, and mounted the breach ; but 
'the garrifon, emulous to do fomething equal 
10 itbe aichievements of the proteftants of 
Ixvndon Derry, quickly flie wed the befiegers 
that the redufitjon of tho^ town would not be 
fo eaiy ata& as they feemed to fuppofe. 

The women likewife joined their efforts to 
thofe of the men, and notwithftanding a 
violent aflault upon the breach, the garrifon 
xepulfed the Englifh with great carnage, after 
a conteft of three hours. Five hundred men 
ilain, aini one thoufand wounded made up the 
lofs which the Eaglifti fuftained in this un- 
fuocf^feful attempt, that of their auxiliaries was 
nearly a$ great. After this repulfe William 
ordered a retreat. Thus terminated the pe-. 
riod of William's " perfonal enterprises in 

Ireiand. 

Leaving the cQmmaud of the army to 
Count Solmes and general Ginkle, and having 
appointed Lords-juftices, William, embarked 
at Duncannon Fort fctr England. Froni thefe 
jnifcarriages, as well as from other circuRiftan- 

- CCS 
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ces €^ ft fimilar nature, feme perfons who 
w^re wimiqal to William» look occafion to re- 
parjc " th^t he aever undertook a fiege whi^h 
he was not obliged to raife, nor eve/ fought ' 
a battle, where he gained a complete vidory, 
one only excepted, and that was againft his 
own fubje<fts." Although the .catholics had' 
preferyed Limerick againft the eflforts of the 
whole Englifti army, with William at their 
head ; yet they loft Cork and Kinfale to the 
earl (afterwarJls Duke) of Marlborough, who 
was entrufted with five thoufend Englifli 
troops, and .bein^g joined by the Duke of 
Wirtemberg with four thoufand Danes had 
arrived in Ireland where, in a few months ; 
he had made himfelf roaftcr of thefe impor- 
tant places. James now apparently dcfpaired 
of deriving any advantage from the troubles 
in Ireland ; he therefore ordered Tyrconnel to 
make the beft terms he could for his party 
there, and then to withdraw himfelf from the 
government of that kingdom. But William, 
in an amnefty which he had lately iffued, 
excepted from the general pardon, " the def- 
perate leaders of the^ rebellion " almoft every 
* perfoti of any note or confidcration fuppofed 
^ ^ himfelf 
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hinifelf liable to be included iu» or attacked 
under the above profcription ; wherefore by 
the manner in which thefe fentiments operated 
on the minds of the principal people, Wil- 
liam might as well have excepted the whole 
of James's adherents from the general pardon; 
although the catholics did not look on them- 
lelves as rebels, as thejr were fighting the 
caufe of a prince who had been folemnly pro- 
claimed their king, and to whom they had 
fworn allegiance , But now perceiving, that 
they were to be comprehended under that 
delignation and viewing the whole of their 
fituation and concomitant circumftances : de- 
ferted by James, and by Tyrconnel alfo, when 
he could not perfuadethem to a peace with 
William ; forfaken likewife by the Duke of 
Berwick, who remained longer among them, 
endeavouring to prevail on theni to relin- 
quifh their purfuits ; defpaif, and refentmeni 
tirged them to the adoptioiji of meafures for 
a vigprous defence. 

The fituation of the cath plies was at this^ 
crifis truly deplorable, they were now going 
to be faqrificed by Jame$, as before they had 

bw^ 
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been by Charles, who cruelly abandoned 
them when they were reduced to diflrefs, 
thereby committing them to certain deftruc- 
tion for his caufe, when he no longer con- 
fidered it his intereft to fupport them ; that, 
attached as they were to James, it was not the 
fijft time they had been deferted by a. Stuart. 
James had upbraided them with cowardice, 
but although this charge could not by any of 
their aftions be fupported, yet they were re- 
folved to wipe off the imputation, by con- 
vincing him they would fight for thcrafelves, 
and notwithftanding their low and. unfupport- 
ed condition, either enfure viftory, procure 
an honourable peace, or die with arms in 
their hands. 


It fcemed to be the determination ofallj, 
to find their own refources, and truft to them 
alone. Upon this the Duke of Berwick find- 
ing his fit nation far firom being agreeable, re- 
turned to France, leaving the command of 
the forces to Sarsfield. This commander 
had defeated William's attempts upon Lime- 
rick ; the fuccefs of which had raifed hi» 
reputation to an high degree among his coun- 

trymeu* 
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irymen. Sarsfield having been* attairitcd, hk 
revenge and his intereft novv became united 
to his third for militarjr glory, refolving 
by every means in his power, to ftiamlwcf 
his countrymen to a vigorous refiftance a* 
gaiiift their foes, he >yas therefore every vrhere 
a^iive amongft them. But whilft both armies 
were well enough^ inclined ftir action, the 
people on both fides fuflered unfpeakable 
miferies. The troops difperfing uito winter 
quarters, committed i plunder and dcpreda*- 
tions in the progrefs of their march ; the* 
negle£l of agriculture in itioft places, having 
rendered the country unable to fupport 
them* 

The French, on the fide of the catholics, 
and the Danes and Dutch on that of the 
Englifti, confidered thcmfelves as in an ene- 
my's country, and therefore made no fcrupl* 
to fubfift on rapine and devaftation* To 
complete the fcene of mifeify, a banditti kiiowjo 
by the appellationofrapparees^ crowned tbeif 
excefies by ads of the moft wanton and ca^* 
prieious barbarity, while the different parties 
took thefe wretches into their fcrvice and 

employed 
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omplojed them tp harraft and deft^oy each 
other. But the rapparees- were feldbm of any 
other ufe in fuch cafes than to heighten the 
horrors of War by monftrous ads of cruelty 
and inhumanity. They burned, pillaged^ and 

• 

deftroyed whatever came in their way; mercy 
they neither gave nor expefted, and their 
routs were fcarcely otherwife to be traced, 
than by the fires they lighted up in the couu'^ 
try, and the cries of the wretched and mife- 
rable inhabitants. 

While thing's were thus fituated in Ireland, 
William, who had been terrified with a frefti 
plot, which narrowly efcaped from been put 
into execution, gave orders to Ginkle, on 
XThom the fole command had devolved, to 
put a period to the Irifh war at all events. 
James on his part had fent back, with what 
money he could fpare, Tyrconnel to com- 
mand the army, but Sarsfield grew jealous on 
this occafion, and as Tyrcontiel had, before 
his departure for France, declared in favour 
of moderate meafures, he was now fufpeStd 
of treachery, and many of the officers reviled' 
and infulted> him, particularly as they flattered 

themfclves 
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themfelves daily with hopes of affiftance from 
France. To favour thefe expeftations, fome 
French officers gradually arrived and repeat- 
ed the aflfurances of fpeedy fuccour. At 
length St. Ruth a French general of powerful 
abilities landed at Limerick with a commif- 
fion of commander in chief* 

A r\ ^ Sarsfikld wasjuftly incenfed, 

A. D. 169I. f r u r 1 

nor did the title of the Earl 
of Lucan, which he received from James, re- 
concile him to the indignity of bein g thus 
fuperfeded. St. Ruth plainly perceiving the 
difcontents of the catholics, refolved on a 
defenfive war, and with the main body of his 
army took his ftation behind Athlone, and 
• ftrongly garrifoned that part of it which lay 
between him and the Shannon, then called the 
Irifh Town. Ginkle, being now furniflied 
with reinforcements and other neceflarics 
from England, determined to open the cam** 
paign by the liege of AthloiiCrf 

• 
His iirft operation was the reduflion of' 
Fort Ballymore in Weftmeath. Thisobjeft 
being effefled the Englilh general advan- 
ced 
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ced with %, party of liorfe wkbin at lew 
miles of Athioae, where from au eminence he. 
inrveyed the town aoid the fituation of tbe ca- 
tholic army, which was encamped on a neck 
of laud between two foogs, at the diflapce ot 
two miles from the Shannon. Athlone cc^* 
iiHed of two towns, fituated on both banks of 
the Shannon, one called the Englifh and the 
other the Irifti Town, which were united 
by a ftone bridge, and a ford a Iktle below it ; 
but the ford was now difficult to pafs, be- 
fides being commanded by an adjacent caffle. 
Next day Ginkle marched through lines of 
catholic infantry who grjjdually retired be- 
&re hioi to the £ngliih dil^rid of AUilone. 

^The walls of Athlone had been repairedi 
and the catholics refolved on a vigorous 
defence* But a battery of XJtjx gups foon 
made a ccnfideraWe bxeach, ;ind orders wew 
given for the afliult. 

The catholics defended the breach with 

great bravery for a length of time, but at 

laft by lupcrior numbers being driven to the 

bridge 
Vol. I. K 
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bridge, many of them were either cruflied 

to death or drowned in the Shannon, as the 

bridge had been broke down by order of 

Saint Ruth, by that part of his troops which 

*occupie4 the Irifli Town. This he did, in 

order to cut off the communication between 

the towns, although by this mode of fecuri- 

ty he .deftrayed many of his army. However 

the Englifh general fouhd new difficulties to 

'encounter ; the arclTof the bridge neareft' to 

the Irifli town having been broken. Saint Ruth 

was ftrongly pofted on the'oppofite fide, who 

from his works fired furioufly on the En- 
glifti town. 

The fordbetween the two towns was nar- 
row and flrong ; wherupon Ginkle en- 
xrenjched himfelf in the Eriglifti town, and 
endeavoured to throw a bridge of pontoons 
over the river below the ford, and to con- 
ftruft a wooden work on the bridge, in 
order to throw great planks over the brokea 
arch* 

The former attempt failed, on account of 
the banks not being firm ; and when the 
latter was juft brought to bear, a grenade 

throwB 
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thMvifn by the enemy fet fire to the wood 
Work and in a moment deftroyed all tb<: 
labours of the Eiiglifli* This accident caufeU 
great uiieafmeft in Ginkle's army,, as their 
ftores were much reduced, and through bur- 
ty having totally neglefted to fecurc a re- 
treat, there remained fmall profpeft of any 
fafety but in vidory* Ginkle failing in his 
grand attempt to render the bridge paffable, 
at length refolved in a council of war t6 
force a paflage at the ford: The attempt 
was highly dangerous, as the ford was ftrong, 
breaft high, and paffable only to twenty men 
in a breaft. The defign mi^ht really bq ranked 
among thofe rafh a£lions which ought ra-^ 
ther to be deemed obje6t» of aftonilhment 
than of imitation. 

That the enemy might not be alarmed 
by an extraordinary commotion in the camp^ 
Ginkle determined to make the attempt at 
the ufuai hour of relieving the guards. Twd 
thousand men were appointed for this en- 
tcrprize, and the fignal given, by tolling the 
church-bell. Their advanced guard boldly 
toteted the river. To favour ttis attempt, 
tti* Englifh fired furioufly npon the enemy 

K a from 
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from their works aiid batterks^ aiid they re^ 
turned the difcharge with equal violence oxi 
.thofe who were pafling the fofd. 

Thj: dettfdhment, however, advanced oia 
'rdLttej)idIy^tfeirt)ugh fire a^nd fmoak, and gain^ 
higtbe o^pofite banks, mounted the breach 
thw' had been ttiade next the river. 

I'JEjE .catholics, futpri'^ed *fttod iB^onifhed it 
jthis cfiott of Taiour, fled tx) their camp. Oix 
ibis occafion Saint Ruth betrayed a careleflhefs 
and prefumption unworthy of a generkl. Oh 
receiving the fifft intelligence of Gintle's 
iplan to pafs the ford. Saint Ruth in the con- 
fidence offecurity fent three of his worft re- 
gimeiits to relieve the over fatigued garri- 
fon ; and when he was told the Epglifli wer<x ^ 
|i&ually paffing the ford, he excUimed that 
fhey Would! not prefume to attempt the town 
-While he ktid bis army lay fo contiguous tq 
it. Sarsfield replied calmly, that he l^new 
the cnterprize was not .too difficuU for En* 
gfifti coilrige, and preflcd him to fend an im- 
mediate reinforcement. Saint Ruth w^s ot 
lended : Sarsfield retorted his difdain, when 
|n themidft of 'the difput^, they weye in%ml 

/ ed 
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ed" that the enertiy had §ot poileflion of the 
towQ. Saint Ruth diflembling his vexation 
proudly commanded that they fliould be driv- 
en out agaiui and fome f^uitlefs efFohs were 
made ioi that purpofe ; but by this time tb^e 
Engiifli poflefTed the works oppofitc St. Ruth's 
camp and pointed his own cannon againfl: 
himi 

Tui caftld of Athlone followed the hat 
of the town* Thfe governojr and fiv6 hundred 
men were made prifoners^ and t^^elve hun- 
dred i^iope wef<& either tkken or flaiiiby the £n- 
^iiftt d ttriing^ the gou r fe of the fiege. Notwith* 
ftandiug thefe difafters the fpirit of the catho- 
lics remained hitherto invincible. Some flat- 
tered themfelvcs Avith the hopes of fuccouf 
from France, and ivere therefore implicitly 
obedient to St. Ruth, while thofe who knew 
the pot^et of the EngUlh government faw 
noiprofpeft of fafety but in a defperate effort 
of valour* There were others who had ef- 
poufed Jajne^'s caufe from principle, and lia4 
taken up arms in defence of their religioja 
and fot^ the recovery of their property } they 
were on thefe cohfidetatio^d eager tocoiiti- 

K 5 nue 
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afford a poflibility of a ccompUftiing their eads. 

•■ * 

The entire catholic force wa^ refoh^ed from 
various motives to bring the conteft to a final 

iflue in the field- Ginkle had received au- 

• .' ". • ■ ' ' ■' ' ' 

thority from William, long fince> to publifli z, 
free pardon to all fuch of the catholics as 
chofe to take the benefit of it, but the Dutch- 
man had delayed the^ publication of it to a pe- 
riod rather too late. 3t. Ruth, apprehenfivq 
that many of his troops would avail them- 
felves of Ginkle's proclamation, changed his 
plan of a defenfive war and refol v^ to reft 
# thef^te. of Ireland upon the* iflue of a battle, 
'jjvhile. he. had yet the means left him of aflem- 
biing an army wherewith to make one gene- 
ral effort. 

. y. , ' The Englifti general difcover- 
^ iDg his intention, ftrengihen^d 
his army, by drawing in every detach.ment 
that could be. fpared* from all his pofis. The 
fate of Irejand was now ready to be decided, 
and the minds of all men were aguated with 
the expeflation of the evcnj. 
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A r. r On ^^^ tenth of Tunc, Ginklc 

marched from Athionc, and en- 
camped along the river Suir in the county of 
Rofcommon. While St. Ruth took his ftation 
to much greater advantage, about three miles 
farther to the fouth weft, his camp extended 
in a line of two miles along the heights of 
, Killcommcdcn, with a rivulet on his \eft, 
running between hills and moraf&s, and 
thefe again (kirted by a large bog. 

About half a mile to the front lay a widfc 
bog, with two paffages, one led to the right, 
the other to the left of St* Ruth's, camp. 

Thb paflage on the left opened into a corn- 
field, in which, however only four batta- 
lions could form a front. Farther on were 
difficult grounds and the ruins of the ieaftlc 
of Aughrim, where cannon were placed. • 
The paffage to the right opened upon ground 
that was wider but yet afforded not room 
fof an army. 

The fpace between thefe too paffages ^as 
filled with hedges and ditches, communica- 
ting with each othejr and lined with mulk&> 
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tcers. On the nth of July at noon, the En- 
glifti army advanced in as good order as thie na- 
ture of the ground would admit; they march*- 
cd in two divifions to the right and left of the 
bog, with the defign of flanking the enemy and 
joining on the riling gtound ; the left wing 
of the Englifh marched boldly againft the 
enemy, who obftinately maintained their 
pofts ; defending their ditches until the muf- 
kcts of each ^de clofed with the other ^ when« 
retiring by their lines of communication, 
they flanked their affailants and charged 
them with double fury. St. Ruth found it 
neceflary to draw a confiderable part of his 
cavalry from his left to fupport his right 
wing. On this Mackay advifed Ginkle, 
Y^hile the cavalry were in motion to gain the 
pafs by Aughrim caflle, which ftood on the 
fide of the bog^ accordingly feveral regiments 
in the centre were ordered to march through 
the bog in front, and to poft themfelves in the 
corn Held, until the iEnglifh horfe had gained 
the pafs, and would wheel from the right to 
fupport their charge. 


The 
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Thb £i:^Ufh infantry having vc^ith great 
diSkuIty pafTed the bog, forgpt the injunc'^ 
tiobs they received tci remain ina£live until 
the horle had fecured the pafs ; and im- 
prudently advanced to the line of hedges, 
from which the enemy artfully retired in 
order to draw the Englilh on. The flra- 
tagem fuccaeded; for the Englilh eagerly 
purfu€d» till by meams of the communication 
the catholics had mad« between the hedged 
they found themfelves fiirrounded, and fired 
upon at once, in front, flank and rear,, whilft 
Ginkle who had not yet overcome the dif* 
ficulties of the rugged and uneven ground, 
could not ^Sord them any affiftance. This 
falfe ftep nearly occafioned the entire defeat 
of th^t wing ; for the men thus embarrafied 
gfltve way on all fides, feme to the corn fields 
while others even Bed back through the bog. 
When the Engliflx generals beheld this fcene, 
. they bfet their whole force to that quarter, 
where their friends were diftrefied, while Su 
Ruth viewing from' an eminence theijr em- 
barraflment, threw his hat up three times in 
the air, and fhovited for joy ; giving thofe^ 
about him the aflurances of what he confide* 
red a certain vi£tory. 

His 
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His attention, however was foon direded 
to the Englifti cavalry on hi5 left, who feeing 
the alarming diforder of the centre pufhed on 
with incredible ardour clofe by the walls of 
the caftle through all the fire of their ap* 
ponents, to the amazement of whom they 
forced their way through a narrow and dan- 
gerous defile. St- Ruth now finding the 
fccne about to change, and obferving the two 
divifions of the enemy to the right and left 
gathering upon the rifing ground, refolved 
with all fpeed to prevent the junftion. He 
rodcf down with a body of horfe firom the hill, 
determined to fall upon the enemy's cavalry 
in a dangerous hollow way, through which 
they were obliged to pafs. But while he 
was condudin^ this enterprize a cannon ball 
deprived him of life. This fo diflieartened bis 
men,. that they firft halted and afterwards 
fled ; nor could Sarsfield, who was fecond in 
command, be of any fervice in this crifis, fince 
pn account of the enmity that fubfifted be- 
tween him and St. Ruth, he was totally ig- 
norant of that general's plans and difpofi** 
JlQns. 
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The whole catholic army was now divided 
into three bodies, neither of which kn^w what ' 
plan they were to aft upon, while the two 
divifious of Ginkle^s arniy^ conduced by their 
generals, kept their uniform difpofition^ of 
verging towards each other; which alone 
could procure them viftory, they found them* 
fclves every moment nearer attaining their 
elid ; while the body of Englifti appointed to 
pafs the hollow way having compaflfed their 
defign, began to attack the enemy in flank, 
w|io were totally unable to prevent them ; 
which perceiving', after a ftruggle that wa-s 
vain, they fled with precipitation and abafn- 
doned the field to the Englifh, who gained a 
complete viftory. The glory of this conquefl 
rhey however f allied by their barbarity and 
cruelty in not granting quarters to the Van- 
quilhed, who loft in the aftion and purfuit 
abfl^ut feven thoufand men, together with their 
tents baggage and military (lores. The lofs 
pf the Englifti amounted to no more than feven 
hundred flain in battle^ 

Tmje Englifti very probably owed this vic- 
tory to the death of St. Ruth, who though he 

WBS 
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wiLS ill beloved by the catbalicB, aad bwl loft 
tkem Athlone^ was yet ain: able gjsnettSbK And 
it muft be allowed^ tkat tfaje cttbolica raack^ 
ft moft gaUant reiiftance as long aB tkere exifi^ 
ed any probability of fucc«fs, and th«prf»r« 
ought to bave h^en tr^eaiied a& 2^ brave and 
yalkfflit eneoay. » 

LiMSRXGK beiiQg tbe onl^y place of aay cqd^ 
(id^able itrength remalAing in tbe hatxd$ g£ 
the friib, tbitber tbe fugitives retired, aiujL 
Ginkle ioimediately prepared to follow tbenw 
taking all places in his way and Gal way 
among the reft. Ginkle made bi3 approaches 
to Limerick in tbe fame oianper WtUiaiqi 
had done befoj^e, and met with Ihtle opppii* 
tion^ asibe catiibolic^ were refolved to truft to 
tbe' ftrength of thoir fortifications, an4 the 
aid frcHh France which they now etpaflai 
rather than by any hazards to di^rit tbe 
fhattered reBwins of their armies. Ginkle 
<:ontinued for tbe fpacc of tea days battering 
the town, which ftill held out, in hopes of 
either, obtaining fuccour from France, or of 
bacraflitig the bef egcrs fo as to oblige them 
to delert their attempt in the fame manner 

WlUiam 
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William had done the yeat before. But 
afber erery efibrtjhad been nude iu defence 
of the town, the ,garrifon on the a3d of 
September beat 41 parley. The Englifti (grant- 
ed a truce for three days ; and on the Uft 
day of the truce, th? catholic leadera prp^&d 
the terms of capitulation, which Ginkle re- 
fufed t® graut. , 

Ry a fecond deputation, he was defired to 
propofe fuch terms as he wbuld grant. He 
confented that the catholics fhould enjoy the 
«ercife of their religion, as in the reign of 
Charles II- . He engaged that all included 
in the capitulation fhould enjoy their eftatcs, 
^nd purfue their employments freely as in 
Charles's reign, that their gentry fhould be 
allowed the ufc of armsj and that no oath 
fhould be required of any except that of al- 
legiance. 

The garrifon accepted thefe conceffioniB a» 
the bafis of a treaty ; ^nd on the 3d of Oc- 
tobe^r, was adjufled ;^nd figncd the civil arti- 
cles by the chief governors Porter and Co- 
pingfby whorarrivedin the camp for that pur- 
pofej and the niiljtary ones by general Ginkle^ 
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A few days after the capimlation was figded^ 
k French fleet of eighteen fail with ammunition 
and provifions, arrived on the coaft, a fight 
which a few days before, would have been 
moft welc9me to the catholics, but now only 
ferved to overwhelm them with forrow. 
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CHAP. nil. 

William" s Situaiimy—Majfacre of Glenco.^IriJb 
Protejlants dijfatisfed with the Terms granted 
the Catholics at Limerick. — Moji of the 
Catholic Soldiers embarked for France. — Jn 
cccount of the Confpiracy formed againjl Wily 
liam. — Death of James and William.. 

An f. nrxURlNG thefc tranfaftions 

' f 1/ in Ireland, William was 

nalefs employed in foreign than in domeftic 

■wars. Lewis XIV. penetrated into Piedmont, 

before the Germans could prevent his defigns ; 

but when they arrived the French retired. On 

the Rhine, the Germaa and the French armies 

were nearly equal to each other ; for which 

reafon they avoided coming to aAion ; whilft 

in Flanders, William forced Marefchall Bouf- 

flers to abandon the bombardment of Liege; 

but in return when he quitted his army, the 

French defeated part of it near to Combron. 

The Englifti and French fleets watched 
each other, and moft people were uneafy at 
the enormous expences the nation had been 

at. 
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m 

at, without having obtained any coniiderable 
fuccefs to counter-balance thie vail fums that 
had been fo liberally granted. Yet William, 
imagining, that when Ireland was reduced, 
he might a& almoft any thing fecurely of his 
parliament, at the end of the campaign, 
iitted out a large ^fleet ; muftcred fixty five 
thoufand laad farces for the fer vices of the 
enfuing year, for the fupport of which, after 
fome delays, no lefs a fum than three millions 
and aji half was granted. 

There were attempts made however to 
procure many popular laws, to one of which 
the king refufed his aflent, namely that of 
eftabliftiing Judges in their offices for life ; 
which plainly Ihews, that William notwith- 
ftanding his accellion to the throne, refuhed 
immediately from the will of the people, was 
too tenacious of his new prerogative to relin- 
quifti a particle of it, though his prefent 
Majefty George III. cheerfully n^ade con- 
ceffions on fimilar principles to both the 
kingdom^ of Great Britain and Ireland. 
William came to the throne folely by the mif- 
conduft, folly and arbitrary fway of the tyrannic 
Jjjmes; firqfefled himfelf the fcaurge of tyranny 

*n4 
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kud oppreffion; but impartiality obliges us to 
fay that William himfelf refortcdto defpoiicand 
barbarous ads^ by eftabliftiing hi^ power oVer 
part of his dominions in the blood of his un- 
fefifting fubjedls, I allude to the majfacre of 
Glenco in Scotland. The caufe atid effeft of 
which, juftice demands fhould be ingenuoufly 
related, as fttcb events, as tend xp pourtray 
the charadters and conduct of thofe two prin- 
ces who contended for dqminion in Ireland, 
ought not to be concealed from poller ity. 
Upon the difcoyery of th« confpir^^cy ^ainft 
William in England, in the year 1690, J^ord 
Tarbct, having fuggefted a fcheme for prevail- 
ing on the Highfenders to lay down their arms, , 
which they had taken up undei; Lord Dundee, 
and which they had never fince entirely quitted j 
and Lord Breadal banc offered to carry it into 
cffe£t Breadalbane's offers had been the 
more readily accepted by government, becaufe 
He was known to have more influence and 
credit with the Highlanders, than any man 
in Scotland, at the time thcfre were rumours 
of a French invafion into that country in fa- 
vour of the dethroned Mona/ch* But gp- 
vemment negleded to cai^ry this pioje^ irtto 
tSt(k, on acfcomnt of fome advantages recent* 
Vol. L L ly 




» 
\y gaincd;overthe HighJand€#Si attd who, after, 
having h^ard the invafion was to« reach n^ ■ 
farther than: Eagland, had kept Aemfclvc«i. 
quiet within their own count4"yin the. fumr ; 
. mer ; but wimer had ho focw^er fet. i«,. th^JI 

tbejr renewed their hoftilities- 

• • • 

Upon tihis Breadalbaiae reviKod Ws propQ-, 
fal, andfitnt-his fcheine fop fettling the High- 
lands, to Sir John Dalrytwple-feicretary offtate* 
who was then attending' Wi'Ilitfhi in Handejrjs*. 
The fcheme was this, th^t a^ pardon aod 
twelve thoufand poundSi (hould be giiyea;to 
the Highlanders, raoft* of the ' mon^: to be. 
Applied to exonerate their eft^t^s- frdm : ttte.* 
Duke of Argyle's claim, and- that a peniion. 
fhould be granted to all the Highland ^chfief& 
in Scotland, on ^condition of th«ii«^ keepihg . 
fourthoufand of their people diiciplined for 
vrar ; and readjr to . ferve at homev aiirf^ 
abroad. 


• t 


The fi^retaiy' readily adopted ^.«> apd.' 
laid it before the King> who.feni: %t Bre^f 
albane* to come to him in Flanders iO: adjwft. 
thettrms. Qn Sreadalbana's return to Scotl^oci 
he bifdught the tfeaty with the«HighI»i;dejs^ 

nearly 


. ft 

tinc^ fhi HCevufutM. ->- 14^' 

h^arlytb* i conciufibn. A proclamation if- ' 
filedi'Q the afulumh 01^,1691, wHich declarecl 

that all rebels who took the oiths to tne.gor 

• • , . , -10,. » 

Vernmedt, before the firft of January enAi-* 
i'llg, fiiould be parddticd. ^ 

■•1- ' r - • ' 

The Duke of Hamilton in the m^ati time, 
dther frbni envy againii Breadalfiarie and 
sir John DairympVe- of becaufe he beiievedt 
he cf6uld make better terms for William, fent 
emiflaiiefer tb the Highlanids' to .preyeiit the 
conclbfibfl of thd ti'eaty. 

TitKHigrilaiid chiefs^ a*ai?<fm^^^ niucH du- 
plicity, they Wfote'to J'arfies for ni^ pen}[iillion 
to itt^kcf' a^trekty, promifin^ that they would 
dWefVef it' no longer than it' was for his in- 
terfett, ^nd' at' the fame time tb create jea- 
loufies^iri' Willlatti Of his fefvahts, ahd among 
his fetvants, ttlemfdves,^ they' informed Duke 
Hitailtotv^arid lii-eidalbahe's enemies, tbrd 
SlaiW a:tfd hi^ SbW, ttfit Breadalbane had con^ 
chifi*ed^ Vith tlre'in in the terms on which they 
had aft^d'Jaltfefe*s con lent to the treaty. Upoii 
this^ accula!tibnsr'w*ere pfefehted* to the privy 
fe^nieil and parliament, and fent to the Kin 

L z agaiii ft 
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againft Brea^albane ; and general Mackayin- 
flated with the honour he had acquired in hi» 
own profeffion in Ireland, wrote privately to 
th^ King againft Lord Bread albane and Sir 
John Dalrymple, moft of which were commu- 
nicated to the latter of thefe perfons. 

WiLLMM, who was fteady to the perfons 
he confided in, received the accufations with 
difregard. But Breadalbane retained ^eep 
refentment in his breaft againft the Highland- 
ers for their breach of faith, as well as for the 
injuries they defigncd t6 do him. Wherefore 
a new fcheme was fuggefted by Breadalbane^ 
which wasado]^€d by Dalrymple the.fecretary, 
and ajfented to hy William^ for cutting off all 
the Highlanders, who ihould not take the oaths 
^ to the new government, by the time prefcrib- 
cd in the prpclamation* The mode of execu* 
tion was intended to be by what were called 
in Scotland Tetters of fire and fword, moft in- 
human, but legal inflruments af deftru^lion in 
that country againft attainted rebels. The order 
was fent to the privy council, who imnner 
diately appointed a committee to carry it into 

execution ; 
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execution ; and ordered money^ a (hip, and 
other military preparations for that pur- 
pofe. 

Breadalrane^ Tarber and Argyle, had 
igreed privately to lend their affiftance, if 
neceflary. William's troops were properly 
polled. The Marquis 6f Athol, who, had for 
fome time, by means of general Mackay, been 
paying his court to the new government, like- 
wife had an hundred men prepared for the 
fame abominable purpofe. But it is probable 
that fome of the privy council warned the 
Highlanders of their danger, for all the attain- 
ted chiefs took the oaths previous to the time 
prefixed, except Mac Donald of Glenco. 
Glenco went on the laft of December to 
fort William, and defired the oaths to be ten- 
dered to him by the governor, but as that 
officer was not a civil magillrate, he refufed 
to adminifter the oaths. Glenco then went 
to the country town to take them before the 
ftieriff of the county, but was prevented by 
bad weather from reaching the town, until a 
few days after the term prefcribqd by the 
proclamation was elapfed, 

Tpif 
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The IJ^eiriff fcrupled at firft^ but at length 
was previiled upon to take his oath of alle- 
giance. Advantage however was taken pf 
jGlenco's not having literally complied with 
the terfljis of the proclffnation, and a warrant 
for his execution was prpcured fronj WiUiajm, 
:^rl^^cj^ vi^as |}gj?ed botj} ^hove and below with 
jji^e kip^'s own k^^- This syair^nt w^j ppt 
ija fopce,. witlj ipany .ciwiroflance^ of extreme 
ri^cp^r. ^ Sijc .John Dalryinple gavp orders 
tbdt; t^e ie:ffxn4pu ijipijild bfe fr£^i^ual^ an4 
vjri^pji^t any. prpviou? warning* For tbijj 
purpqfc, \n th^ ippmh x>f Febrnary, twp c^m- 
p^piies.Qf Jiighland foldiej-^, cbofenlbrthc oc^ 
cjfjpn, went, not as enemief, but as friends, ii^- , ' 
to ibP V^lpy of G}.epcQ where all the ciaA 
lived. To cpnceal the intention the better, 
the foldi^f? wer? of their own lineage, and 
the pojijmspfiing officer c^puin <Jarapbell was 
unc}e to the wife of one pf Clenco's fons. 
Al} ^erp Tpcpjvpci with thf fude but kind 
hpfpij^li^y of t^jp country. 

* 
■ * 

They continued in thp vaU^y near a fpft- 
night, ^nd |ben i][i the night ti^ie rqfe tft 
l^utcher their hofts. Captain f;amp]|pidl f^p- 

ped 
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ped and played ca[rds with 'Glenco^^ family, 
the e^^ening before.' Thirty eight men were 
flain. The reft w6uld have ftiared the fanic 
fete, had hot ihfe alarm been given by one of 
Gltenco's fofiS, \^ho overheard one of the 
foldiers &y to another, " he liked not the 
work ; he feated not \6 fight the Mac Donalds 
in the fidd, hliX hkd fcarcety courage to kill 
them in thdr fleep, but their officers were 
anfwi^able for the deed, not they .'^— Two 
IrutidVed viAims had been devoted by the 
government, but of thefe an hundred and 
fixty efcaped, carrying with them an irrecon- 
cileable hiatred to the new govemmfpnt. Wil- 
liam, uiider wh6fe lahSlion this treachery had 
"been perpetrated, finding his name every 
v^h^re execrated for the barbarity, and hearing 
alfo, that the affair had been publilhcd and 
madfe a great hoife at Paris, and obfeiving 
the horror it excited among his own lubje6ls, 
aflfe6led to fet on foot an enquiry concerning 
the authors of the inaffacre, the previous 
knowledge of which he now thought proper 
to dlfavow, by faying he had figned the order 
amotigft an heap of other papers, without 
b^iiig acquainted with its contents. A weak 

cjccufe. 
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cxcufc, the futility of which fufficiently ap- 
peared by his ajQions ; fof though he difmif- 
fed the mafter of Stair from his eraployment 
of fecretary ; and aif<?fted to make fome buflle 
in riie aflfair, yet he never brought the per- 
petrators of this barbarity to condign punifh- 
ment, as unqueftionably he wpjild have done 
for the fake of his own honour and character, 
ifhehimfelf had not been too deeply impli- 
cated in the bufmefs, by having ferioufly 
aflented to this infamous fcheme of affafii- 
nation. , 

, The Irifti proteftants in general were muc^i 
diflatisfied with the terms granted by Ginkl^ 
to the catholics. They complained that they 
who had fufiTered for their loyalty to WiUi^m 
were difreearded, while their enemies were 
not only pardoned, but ev<?n indulged, fince 
they were allowed the honours of war, and 
permitted to tranfport themfelves into foreign 
countries. But the event proved that Ginkle 
was right in granting fuch favourable terms, 
as the arrival of the French fleet wo^ld have; 
been the means of railing the fiege of Lime- 
rick, and have added frefh vigour and fpirit 
to the Irifh catholics. After the capitulation 
' ■ ■ ■ ' ■' ' 'of 
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Limerick fourteen thoufand catholics con-, 
veyed themfelves beyond the feas, preferring 
to abandon their native country for ever, and 
to become the fubjefts of a foreign power, 
rather than relinquifh the full exercife of their 
religion, and the intereft of their exiled and 
unfortunate fovereign. 

Such of the catholic troops a» remained at 
Limerick on the ratification of the articles of 
capitulation, embarked under convoy of the 
French fleet for France; Lewis XIV. had 
given orders for their being new cloathed, 
and put into comfortable quarters. Thus 
James endeavoured to footh himfelf, and. 
ihem, for thei^ difappointments and ill fuccef^ 
in Ireland- 

Ok the other hand, William conferred 
mirks of honour and efteem on his friends, 
l)ut even in this, he could not diveft himfelf 
of manifeft tokens of partiality to foreigners, 
which were extremely difgufting to the 
Englifh nation. However William found 
the Englilh in general well pleafed with the 
redufl.ion of Ireland , but his want of atten- 

tion 
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tkm to the UMnutc fources oFtiifcbrrtent itt- 
qtrmtly involved him atid his^ firojefts in 
trofoMcs, aiidi*as in reality one of the chief 
caiifes of the difquietude that diftvirbed his 
reign. 

It was on this account, together ^vith a 
certain fuUennefs and referve peculiar to hi^ 
temper anti country, that many of thofe who 
crouded to the ilandard of the Prince of 
Orange, now deferted or defpifed king Wil- 
liam. They faid that he did not love Eng- 
land, and that he had difmifled from hi» 
fcouncii, many of thofe who had been prih- 
cTpally tnftrumcntal in raifing him to the 
throne. They alfo faid that he had ove^tuirned 
the hierarchy in Scotland, which his predecef- 
fors had for years defended,, that the remedy 
they had hoped for thro* him turned otit to be 
worfe than the difeafe,^ and in their convivial 
hours they ridiculed his perfon and mtnn^rs, 
and threw out fdch pointed jefts againft him 
and -his country, that inft^ad pf being fur- 
. pi zed at the irifks he ran pflofmg ground, ^ 
one would more naturally be furpf ized that 
a king fiiould be able to retain his crown 

aftej 
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\aiter he jha4 become ithe x:otubempt a&d rk&M4e 
of t^ie very people who had iavited hkn to 

(be^hroiiie. ^ 

/ ■ - ' • 

While Jair.es was yet living'; anti tlie par- 
Vianneat he convened at Dubiiti, had pafled 
a<Ss of forfeiture and attainder againft thofc 
that oppofed him, it is hard for either po- 
liticians or cafuifts to account for the in- 
juftice of calling thofe rebels who only fought 
for a contefted claim. But -the greateft proof 
that on this occafion the catholics were npt 
rebels, is the manner in which William be- 
haved to them, who, while they were in arms 
aga'mft him, condu6led the war in the fame 
manner in which he would have done againft 
a foreign foe, and when they laid thofe arms 
down, he treated with them on principles of 

independence and equality. 

I. 

THE'catholics were iti a delicate fituation, 
they were expofed to forfeiture ^nd death by 
their own parliament if they affifled William, 
and by the Englifh parliament they were fub- 
J€£t to the like, if they aided James. Where- 

fore it was natural in fuch a fituation, that they 

./ .-,'!■' .■.-ii. ■■: > flibiilii 
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(hopjld attach tbcmfclves to the caufe of 
James, who was not only their lawful fove- 
reign, but a catholic prince, therefore no can* 
did or judicious perfon will either ftigmatize 
the catholics of thofe days with the names of 
traitors or rebels, as their loyalty to James lead 
to all their misfortunes* 

However, the proceedings in Ireland, at this 
critical period, tend to ,prove demonftratively, 
that of all aniraofity and hatred, the religious 
is the moft lafting and violent, and produdive 
of tbp moft iiireful and pernicious confe- 
qu<?Qces to the parties themfelves, and the 
welfare of their country. That the contefted 
claims of princes induce the moft terrible evils 
that can befal any nation, is a maxim which can 
never be too fprcibly inculcated, though it 
feems to be often neglefted or mifconccived, 
and notwithanding England, Ireland and 
Scotland, |iavc fo often fuflfered, and been 
dipped by ambitious and defigning men, and 
fuch there alv/ays are, who take advantage of, 
and pretend to be afluated by religious or par^ 
ty zeaL However \Villiam, under Tall thefe 
difadyantages kept the diadem he had obtained, 
ai^d artfully devifed means to eftablifli what 

fore<i 
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force could not effef^. The cityof Limerick 
having been furrendered, and the wars of 
Ireland by that means concluded, he at length 
became mailer of three kingdoms ; a remark- 
able sera in the annals of our country. 

BxFORK we proceed farther with the affairs 
of Ireland, it becomes neceflary to advert to 
the plot that was formed . in England to de« 
prive William of his three kingdoms at once 
and to reftorc the exiled prince to the pof&ffion 
of them. 

The king of France, fenfible of the great 
advantage he ihould derive from dethroning 
William, determined now in earneft to keep 
the promife he had made to James, of en- 
deavouring to land him in England at the 
head of a larg^ body of forces, that he 
might avail himfelf of the difcontents which 
then e:^ifted there. James wrote to fome of 
the members of the privy counicil, and others 
maWng liberal offers, and many perfons. 
of diftinaion wert prevailed on to adopt a 
plan propofed for reftoring him. 

Thji 
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Tfl^a^ officer^'W'^fe much difpleafed at t'^^ 
promoiioa- of foreigners aniong them. The' 
feainen in general' mained an aSFedion for 
thek exiled ting/ who had been^ often among> 
. them, and' al way's^ proud of diftingui(hiilg 
himfelf as* their friend* The Irifti ptoteftants 
were difiiitisfifed wit^h ttie t¥eaty of Linf^eriek, 
wbik th^ Hig^itanders werfe^ticenfed'Beybnd 
meafui^e al the part they well knew Wifllaiil 
had in the murder of Glenct>; and thepeo- 
plte of all the three; Uingdortis complained 
loudly of enormous taxes and the extrava- 
gaat expenditure of the public money* 

Am^idst thefe^ grievancfeB, which no doubt 
were much exaggerated- by*^ prqtidices and 
perfonal animofity, James'' and-l-ewis' found' 
it no diffic^k matter' to- tamjJer with fome of 
the leading perfonages in William's eotirtl ' 
lathe year i«9<^^Ja«i€S fent Colond Bui- 
kely';and SackviUe ov^r into Eng4aDd| w<ith^ 
• propier ihftru^iotfs to difcoter how fa^ thofe 
who had form^lrly ftrved- him el^w ftotodij^ 
fe£le4 to his o^ufe* " 


• 


James endeavoured firltto work upon Lordf 
Godolphin but that nobleman wa^ very much 

npoa 
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upoa the refi^rve ; He next applied to Halli- 
fax ; that Lord defired him to let Godolphiu 
know his fentiments. upon this it- is. Taid 
Godolphin profeffed his repentance of hi», 
connexions with the new King, and wrote 
to James accordingly telling his majefty, he 
would refjgn his employment of firft Lord of 
the trea fury* James in anfwer d^iirfiid him 
not to do aiiy thing fo prejudicial to* his, own 
iqtereft. SackvtUe, on his part, endeavour? 
ed to win over IMarl borough, whofc wife's 
lifter was married to Lord Tj^rconmel; 

Tats nobleman feems, by a ftrajoge duplici- 
ty, to have promifed fervices he never meant to 
perform, and made profeflions-,he never feri-. 
oufly thought on. He was thp firft pf trfon 
who gave Jameses friepds in Ireland notice K>r 
William' s^ defign of going, otver there, ..yet: 
by an. expedition againft Cork and Kiafalcv: 
which, was volunurily undertakeni: Vy-.^inj* 
he a&ed as a defperate enemy to his ifoxmiejr . 
m^fter's intereft j while he ever. ei;pr^fl^4:: 
fentimepts of ten4ernefs for that unhappy' njOf 
narcb> and. always, kept terms>wittv> Ws^pari- 
tyw Marlborough now entered imo^engage- ^ 

ments 
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merits with Sackville, aud even wrote to 
James entreating his and the queen's forgivc- 
nefsfor his offences; and James was like- 
wife aflured that the Princefs Anne would 
be brought back to her duty by Lady lyiarl- 
borough who had acquired a confiderable in- 
fiuence over her. James granted all he 
alked, but ftill Marlborough required more* 
He defired that a power in James's name 
might be granted him of giving free pardon 
to all thofe who had oppofed James's inte- 
reft in the late conteft. 

Jamis alfo complied with this fequeft j On 
this occafion many played a double part^ 
or ftood neuter in eypeflation of the everit. 
In great Britain and Ireland at this time there 
appeared to be three diftindl parties ; the 
firft was attached to King ^William, the fecond 
to King James, while the third, who werQ 
by many accounted the moft rational of all, 
had not in fadl fo flrong an attachment to- 
either of thefe three princes as they had, 
to what they conceived ought to be the con- 
ftitution of their country. Many of thefe 
now correfponded with James, not fo much 

out 
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k\xt df jregard for him, or approbation of 
Lis government, as from the cxpeftation o( 
bridging aii exiled monarch to make con* 
cefSohs, which William whatever he had 
jprofefled now feemed averfe from yielding 
to, and to deliver the kingdom frdm the 
prefent enojrmous burthen of taxes and the 
I'uinous profpe£l of a civil t(rar in future. 

Am^iRALS Ruflfel and Carter offered their 
fefvices to James; Though both thefe officer* 
Iver^ rigid fupj^orters of the libetty of the 
fubjedii and for which they ftrenuoufly ftood, 
yet the dethi?oned moiiarch alTured them he 
tv^ould cdnfoifoi to their principles. Princefs 
Ann having been ill treated by her fillet, was 
prevailed On to join this faAion, whom it was 
expe£led the majority of the church would 
follow, as they had been highly incenfed at 
khe cftibliihmcint of prelbytery in Scotland^ 
And the treatment of the non-juring prdates 
whom William in his anger had deprived 
df their' fees, and given theni to fiivourite^t 
6f his otviii 

Vol* U U ttrt 
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The agent who forwarded thcfe negocia-^ 
tions, was Captain Lloyd, a rough, brave, 
feanian, ftrongly attached to James, who ar- 
dently wiftied to promote his reiloration. 

In confequence of the communications of 
this agents the invafton of England was de« 
termined to be eflfefted by a mighty power 
from France, in the fucceeding fpriug, for 
which purpofe, the French began to equip 
two fleets, one at Breft, and the other at 
Toulon, both of which when compleated and 
united were to be put under the command 
of Monfieur De Tourville. Twenty thoufand 
land forces, one half of which were Irifh 
were ordered down to the coaft of Normandy, 
and all manner of fuitable preparations were 
made for the propofed expedition* 

Jam»s's friends, both in England and 
Scotland, were by no means idle ; Lanca- 
fliirc was provided with eight regiments of 
borfe and foot ; two regiments of horfe were 
ready in London, and many other parts of the 
nation were equally inclined for infurredion, 
•although perhaps not equally furnilhed with 

the 
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mi nieahs of it: The Highlanders were too 
mindful of the niaflkcre of Gknco, not tb bfc 
i-eady tb feize thfe firft bp|iortunity of reveng^ 
ing the injuries done to their country } and ih 
many bthier parts df that kingddiii, James had 
inany ftaiinch friends who were ready to fitk 
their lives and fortune^ fbr his te-eftabliflx- 
menti 

iRSLAKb, which William had left an heap 
of ruins ^vais fcairce confidered dfefehfible by 
tlie lords juftices. However as this country 
Was not intended for the fcene 6f adion, 
there feemed to be little dangfeir 6f the ca- 
tholics avowing their former fentiments oip 
eonnescioiis \ for^ although their id<^i6n^ 
were n6t entirely detached from their old 
hiafter, yet, however inclined they might be, 
they were by no means in a condition at pre- 
tent to difturb the new government. 

' ■« I 'I • , 

At this timdj James addreffed a letter t6 
the lords of council in England, inviting 
them and many ladieis of diftindion to St. Cer: 
mains, where the queen being prcgnailt, he 
%l{h«d tlkfj^ might attend in order tb re- 

Mi fute 
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futethe fcandal of her bar'rcnnefs he^ 7\^ 
now circulated a declaration formed to ia- 
duce his former fubjefts to declare ia his fa^ 
vour^ He the;v informed them that with the 
afliftance of his ally the king of France, he 
would make another effort for the recovery 
of his, crown, yet, notwithftanding fuch af^ 
liftance, he did not mean to preclude his 
good fubjefts from contributing to his refto- 
ration, and that of their ancient conftitution. 
He gave them the ftrongeft affurance that 
the French troops in his fervice Ihould be 
kept under the ftridtcft dtfcipline, and ihould 
be fent home, the moment the end for which 
they came would be accomplifhed. He faid, 
that on the .firft arrival . of the . Prince of 
Orange in this kingdom, he had chofen ra- 
ther to rely on the affiftance and fuppqrt of 
his own countrymen, than on that of the fo- 
reign auxiliaries that were fo liberally offered 
him; that when he was ina condition to 
ppppfe. force with force, he had offered his 
lubjeds all reafonable faiisfa£lion» He ob- 
ferved, that when afterwards he Jaw himfelf * 
abandoned and betrayed by his own fub- 
jefts J his army, bis minifters^ and even his 

own 
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own family ; and when he had been forced 
out of his own palace and compelled to take i*e- 
fuge in France, * they had conftrued this his re- 
treat for fecurity into a neighbouring kingdom^ 
as ' an abdication of his throne ; and a con- 
vent ion illegally affembled, that had AO right 
to alter the property, even of the pooreft fub- 
jcd, had, on that pretence, contrived to anni- 
hilate the foundations of the conftitution. 
He added, that it was reafonably to be pre- 
fumed, that the eyes of the nation were e'er 
this fufficiently opened to the enormous, ex- 
pences they had recently incurred, a con- 
fidera:tion of itfelf fufficient to evince, that 
• the remedy was worfe than the difeafe j he 
wifhed them alfo to confider, that even 
though the ufurpation fhould continue for 
his natural life, yet his title would furvive in 
his children, and expofe the nation to the 
calamity and horrors of civil war. 

On all thefe grounds he exhorted and entreat- 
ed his good fubjcdts to repair to his ftan* 
dard, purfuant as he faid to the tenor of their 
paths and boundenduty; andundei^femblance 
of commanding them not to pay any taxes 

for 
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for . the fuppojTt of / the ufurper, he pr^^ 
mifed a fyce pardon tp all foldiers, ;^$ 
well as others, who would defert Wil- 
}]am's fervice, engaging that they Ihould be 
paid their arrears, apd tb^tt the foreign troopj^ 
on laying dpwn their afms ihould be alfo 
paid, and fafely conduced into their refpec- 
tive countries. He pjrotefted, that he would 
maintain the church of England, as by law 
cftabliflied, in all its yights, though he ex- 
prefled his .intention of ufing his influence 
with parliament, fojr allowing liberty of 
confcience to all his fubjedls. Jaimes, fenfible 
that the pjiglifh were jealous of tbeiy privele- 
ges of trade, took care tp obferye ; that he in- 
tended to reftorc their commerce, by enforcing 
a due dbferyance pf the Njivigation AS, 
•^hich had of late been moil ihamefuUy vio- 
lated, that he would ufe hiai beil exertions to 
put the riayy on the moil rcfpefiable footing, 
and that he would do every thing elfe to con- 
tribute to the happinefs ^nd grandeur of the 
Englifti natipn. -^ft^^r all thefe offers, in 
concluiion, on his part ^e declared himiclf 
perfeaiy refigned to the >irill of Heaven, at 
the fame time reminding his fubjefts, th^t 

fUGh 
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fach of them as Ihould refufe his oflfcrs and 
appear, in arms againft him, after having fo 
fully communicated his intentions ; would 
certainly be anfwerable in the fight of Heaven 
for all the blood that in future would be fhed 
on the occafion* From many drcumftarices, 
it is ievident, that James promifed himfelf 
much from this declaration, and had he 
landed in £ngland at the time he made it^ it 
is probable he would not have been decei- 
ved j for how muchfoever the parliament and 
people were difpofed to flight his remon- 
iirances, when firft he quitted his kingdom ; 
it is evident from their demeanour after- 
wards, that the people had in a great meafure 
changed their minds : fome becaufe they were 
difappointed in their expeftations of Wil- 
liam's government, but a much greater num- 
ber on account of his partial diftribution of 
places and honours. But what was mofl: 
fingular in this circumftance was, that Wil- 
liam in general was abandoned by the Wbigs, 
he thereupon threw himfelf into the arms of 
the Tories, and perhaps he did not think 
himfelf very fecure with either party. How- 
ever 
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ever by tlje vigilance, of the minifty the effom 
of James's declaratiqu proved in a ^rcat 
meafure abortive. 

Pri?a^iatjon3 were making in England 
for the reception of the invaders. Orders 
>rere iflued for all the feamen in the kingdom 
to offer themfelves for the royal fervice, on 
pain of incurring pijnifliment, if they re- 
fufed ; and the different (hips of war then 
abroad were immediately ordered home. 

A certain number of fiiips were deftined tp 
pbferve the ^enemy's motions, and to watch 
them in their ports and harbours. The old 
Ihips were repaired and new ftiips built, both 
in England and Holland, and the command 
of the entire fleet was vefted in Admiral Ruf- 
fel, notwithftanding the fnfpicions that ha4 
ariCfn of his correfpondence with James, and 
the repeated intimations that . had been given 
William of the great danger of committing 
fuch a power into his hands. The militijj 
was raifed all over England, and papifts were 
commanded to remove ten miles from the 
capital, Scotland w?is put into a good ftatc of 

defence? 
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defence, and every eflfort was ufed that could 
poffibly tend to the fecurity of Great Britain ; 
Ireland alone was negledled, moft probably 
for .the reafon affigned by Dairy mple, namely 
bccaufe it was deemed impoffible to fecure 
it, , 

DuRiKG thefe tranfadions, the Englilh 
court was making to itfelf enemies at the 
deareft rate imaginable- Not to mention the 
imprifonment of Marlborough, the grounds 
of which we have already related, and that 
of other noblemen, the Princefs Anne, pre- 
fumptive heir to the throne, who had waved 
her right of fucceflion in favour of her 
brother-in-law, had her guards taken from 
her, and was loaded with every difgrace that 
her fifter durft, and more than in common 
prudence fhe ought to have caft upon her. 
In Ihort the whole kingdom was in fuch a 
ferment, that had James once landed in Eng- . 
land at the head of his allies, there is little 
doubt but he would be reftored to the crown, 
while William was abroad wafting the blood 
of his Englifh .fubjeds in thofe wars, in which 
jiothing but their connexions with him could 

poffibly 


I70 A View oflrijb Affairs 

poflibly have engaged them. However, a 
variety of accidents completely prevented 
James from ever making the attempt. The 
Engliih much alarmed, had made prepara- 
tions in proportion to the danger, and their 
fleet being joined by the Dutch, they found 
themfelves in a condition to meet the ene- 

!»yr 

On the, 19th of May, in the year 1692, thefe 
two great naval armaments met. Tourvillc 
was inferior to the combined fleets in the pro- 
portion pf fifty to ninety nine, yet refolving 
to ftrain every nerve on the occafion, he bore 
down with great boldnefs on the enemy. 
The two Admiral's fhips meeting, a bloody 
engagement enfued, which laded for an hour 
and an half, until at length Tourville's fliip 
was fo much damaged as obliged her to be 
towed off, whjlft feveral other French fhips 
clofed in to favour the retreatr It was now 
that the Englifli fofce prevailed, it w*as now 
that the French admiral was fenfible of his 
temerity, in coming to an Engagement he 
might have avoided, and which was contrary 
to the opiBion of his moft experienced o£ 
ipcers. 
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Nevertheless the adllon continued all 
tbe day, the French maintained a rupning 
fight during tbe afternoon ; and at night th^ 
Englifh, Dutch and French fleets anchored 
clofe to each other off the coafl of France, 
The next morning the French having fufiained 
a confiderable damage, four fhips were blown, 
up, and many others having deferted them, 
fled along their own coafts, purfued by the 
Englifh and Dutch. Tourville's fhip and 
two others took refuge at Cherbourg, eighteen 
others followed their example near La-Hogue; 
and feveral more efcaped through the race of 
Alderney. 

A- D, 1692. ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^y> R^ffel Vr^- 

pared to deftroy fuch of the 

<5nemy's Ihips as had run ^-ground, while 
the French on the oth<pr hand, whofe army 
was drawn up on the Ihpre, raifed up plat- 
forms mounted with artillery, and ufed every 
poffible means to defend them ; excepting that 
they had not followed the judicious, advice^ 
given by king jMhes, who was prefent, which 
yras, to put a rfumber of regiments on board 
}¥ ^^^^.^^"^^ runon'lhore|an expedient 

that 
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that would have proved moft likely to have 
preferved them from the fury of the Englifti, 
who excited by a fpirit of revenge, equal to 
their former fears, prevailed fo far as to re- 
duce the mofl: of them tpafties. 

The exiled king hkd the mortification to 
fee them deftroyed, and with them the beft 
hopes of his reftoration. fter this, James 
retired to the monaftery of La Trappe, and 
the Engliih on their return to their country 
were received with ^11 the applaufe and re- 
ward, which the government conceived to 
be fo juftly due to men, who had attained fo 
important a viftory. 

Notwithstanding this defeat, many at- 
tempts wejre afterwards made to reinftate this 
unfortunate family, both by their adherents 
at home, and their friends jabroad, but all 
proved abortive, and the fucceffion was firm- 
ly eftablifhed in the proteftant Jine upon jc^ 
volution principles. 

Some may here remark that it was extraor* 
dinary that the admirals Ruflel and Carter, 
whom we have mentioned as holding a cor- 

yefpo^ideRC?! 
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refpondence with James Ihould fo effcftually 
contribute to the deftrudion of the fleet of 
his allies ; this^ combined with other circum- 
ftances, has occafioned fome hiftorians to 
conclude, that their correfpondence with James 
was known to William, and countenanced 
by him, in order to become pofiMfed' of his 
rlvars fecrets, however, we do not find that the 
proofs are fufficient to fandlion fuch a con- 

cluflOUi 

RussEL probably joined the malecoo- 
tents, whofe example Carter followed, partly 
becau fe he was diffatisfied with fome of Wil- 
liams's conduf), and partly becaufe. he 
thought it likely that the nation might pro- 
cure better terms by the reftoration of an 
exiled prince, than they could exped.by^fup- 
porting. one already on <he throne, MoreoTer 
in the midft of- his correfpondence with 
James, henspeatedly cautioned that unfoiw 
tunate monarch to prevent the Englifh and 
the French fleet meeting in an hoftile manner, 
declaring that if they did, be would confidcr 
it his duty to fire upon the firft French Ihip, 
even though he (hduld fee James himfelf on 
the quarter-deck ; at the fame time, to evince 

the 
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the fincerity of his promifed, he prbpofcd 
that James Ihould delay the meditated inva- 
fion, and effed it in his abfence, on which 
account, Ruflel abfolutely aflced leave of 
the Englifh government to make a defcent 
upon the coaft of France. But James con- 
cealed thefe intimations of Admiral RulTel 
from.Mon. Dc Tourville, 

TouRviLLE was well informed that a 
correfpondence was carried on between J ames 
and Ruflel, yet he was ignorant of thofe fen- 
timents Ruflel had communicated to James; 
wherefore he boldly bore down on the En- 
glifti fleet, imagining probably, that his 
inferiority in point of numbers, would b^ 
outbalanced by his chance of being favour- 
ed by the Britifli admiral and many of his 
captains. But Ruflel a£ling upon the prin-« 
ciplcs already recited, fruftratedall his de* 
flgns, and with a fleet fo much fuperiof 
obtained a complete and abfolute viAory. 
Ruflel received fuch compliments and of fo 
flattering a nature on this viftory, that he be* 
came for ever attatched to William, who per* 
haps prudently overlooked his intended dc-# 

fed^ioDi 
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feftion, when he confidered how much he re- 
quired his prefent friendftiip. Indeed it ap- 
pears fcarcely probable that William counte- 
nanced the correfpondence carried on with 
James, for although this mode was by no 
means unnatural to that artful and fubtle mo- 
narch, yet the concern the court exprefled, 
the ma^y perfons of diftindion that were feiz- 
ed, the numerous precautions taken, and even 
the unconftitutional authority exerted at this 
junfture, may fully incline us to conclude, that 
William was not privy to fuch correfpon- 
dence, though it is poffible that whepi all was 
over, William affecied a myfterious knowledge 
of many matters he was. really ignorant o£ 

However thefe thing? were, it is certain the 
intended invafion filled the kingdom with 
fears and apprehenfions, of which the court 
itfelf largely partook. But it ever was the 
mode of the ' Englifh to rife fuperior to paft 
misfortunes ; fo when this ftorm was blown 
over, every man perfhaded himfelf that he 
was not frightened nor difmayed. With the 
fiiilure, of this invafion, expired the rational 
hope of the Iriftx catholics. They therefore 

fubmitted 
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fubmitted to a government they hated, atid' 
gave William no further difturbancc during 
the remainder of his reign. When James's 
attempts for the recovery ofthecrownof hi^ 
anceftors had been defeated, he led a life of" 
piety and peace, and at length on the i^th day 
of September, in the year 1700. expired at 

St* Gernjains* 

. -^ In his laft illnefs, he coniured 

A, D 1700 . ' ^' •^ ^ , 

his fon to prefer the confi deration' 
of religion even to that of a throne* He de-* 
clared he moft fincerely forgave the Prince of 
Oraiige and all his enemies* He died with 
evident niarks of refignation and was interred 
at his own requeft^ without any funeral fo-« 
lemnity,in the church of the EngUfh benedic* 
tines at Paris. 

Thus died a prince who by his own itmt* 
rity and blind zeal, loft a crown, which he 
was born to inherit, and which, had he pur- 
fued the didlates of found policy, he might 
have worn unmolefted to hi« death, and re- 
signed to his fucceffbr in peace. Inftead of 
which he bequeathed 1:o his defcendants the 

^ fhattercd 
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Ihittetcd ruind of unfupportcd royalty, aind 16 
his people, the dreadful confequences of a dif- 
puted title, which moire than onee involved 
them in inteftine diflcntions, and the terrors 
of civil war. 

A D no ^^ ^^^' though Jimes was ii 

bad princfe, when we confider 
him ais reigning over a free nation, yet he 
feems to have poffelTed many o^ the qualities 
of a good rrian, when we view him only as 
fUi individual in the private walks of life. 
William did not long furvive him : his con- 
ftitution being much exhauftcd j by the advice 
of his phyficians, he accuftomed himfelf to 
freqlient exejrcife on horfe-back ; and on the 
2ift of" February, ais he- Was riding from Hamp-^ 
ton Court, to Kenfington, his hprfe fell under 
l)im, and b^s collar-bone having received a 
fr,a£lure by the violence of the falU his at- 
teiEidantft tonytytd him to Hampton Court, 
wh^re the frailtire Waa j^ediiced by his furgeoli* 
In tb^ Evening, ^s he returned in bis coach to 
Kenfingtdn, the ends of the &a£lured bone 
Ijaving bceii diftinitcid by the jolting of 
the carriage were again replaced by his 

phyficiaa 
Voii L if 
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phyfician. On the fourth of March, Williaw 
was fo far recoverd as to be ableto walk in thcj^ 
gallery at Kcnfington* But ^ fitting in a coach, 
he fell afleep^ and was afterwards feized y^ixh 
a fever. On the fixth he was fo weak^ that 
he could not write, ^nd was obliged to ufe a 
ftamp to the bills brought for his aflent, and 
two days afterwards expired in the fifty fe- 
cpnd year of his age, having furvived his; 
queen feven years, and being hiihfelf furvi- 
ved by his favourite the Duke of Portland. 

William, was a prince of great coldriefs 
and referve, an utter ftranger to the warmer 
paflions and never animated but in the field. 
He was particularly devoted to the intereft or 
Holland, and was the firft king that ever abfo- 
lutely implicated England in continental con- 
nexions. He devifed the fiinding ifcherhe, 
and confequently became the patron of ftock 
jobbers. He was generally thought to ba^e 
facrificed all delicacy and honont, by mount- 
ing without fcruple the throne of his father- 
in-law, and accepting a crown which En- 
gland at firft* never defigned to have conferred 
onh^m.. On the whole, whatfoever wwe 

his 
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ills good qualities^ they were not fufficient to 
rcfnder' him cafy as a king, nor his fiibjcfts 
colledively happy as a people. Party animo* 
lilies in his reign were carried to the moll ex- 
travagant lengths in great Britain and Ireland, 
and both nations were more than once on the 
verge of annihilation. At his death he left 
his dominions involved in fears and doubts 
which the nature of the fucceflion, however 
apparently fatisfaftofy to all parties, was by 
no means equal to remove. 

The conllitution of England, in this reign, 
had alTumed indeed a new afpedl. The max- 
im of hereditary^ indefealible right was at 
length laid afide by a free parliament. The 
power of the crown was declared to be de- 
rived from no othei' fountain than that of 
a contraft with the people. 

Allegiakce and protedion, wote declared 
reciprocal ties, and infeparabl5r linked to each 
other. The reprefentatives of the nation 
made a formal demand of a declaration of 
rights in behalf of their conftitucnts ; as Wil- 
liam III. afcended 'i\e throne in confequence 

N 2, of 
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of an cxprefs capitulation with the people. 
Yet on this occafion the zeal of parliament 
towards the Prince of Orange feems to have 
fuperfeded their attachment to their own liber- 
ty and privileges ; or at leaft they negleded the 
faireft opportunity that ever occured, to re- 
trench thofe prerogatives of the crown, to 
which all the late and former calamities of 
the nation were afcribed. The new monarch 
retained the old regal power over parliament, 
in its full extent. He was left at liberty to 
convoke, adjourn, prorogue and diflblve them 
at pleafure. He poflefled the right of chufing 
his own council ; of nominating all the great 
officers of ftate, and of the houfehold of the 
army, the navy, and the church. He referved 
th^e abfolute command of the militia : fo that 
he remained mailer of all the inflruments and 
engines of corruption and violence ; without 
any other reftraint . than his own moderation 
and prudent regard to the claim of rights, 
and principle of refiftance, on which the re- 
volution was foan4ed. In fine, the fettlement 
Was concluded with evident marks of preci- 
pitatioUi before the plan had been fully di- 
gelled and matured ; and this will be the cafe in 

every 
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every eftjibliftiment formed upon a fuddea 
emergency in the teeth of oppofition. And 
although the revolution proceeded from a 
reptiblican fpirit, yet^ the fettlement was built 
upon Tory principles ; for the execution of 
William's government continued ftill inde- 
pendent of his commiilion^ while his own per- 
ibn remaind facred and inviolable : thus he 
governed jure divino though he was created 
^ure humano. 

Thk convention parliament had recourft 
to an expedient to give that legal fandion to 
their proceedings which was fuppofed to be 
wanting, as the convention hkd not been con- 
vened by the king's writ of fummons, they 
therefore determined that the Prince of Orange, 
by virtue of his own authority (hould change 
the convention into a parliament^ by going to 
the houfe of Peers, with the ufual ftatc of a 
fovercign," and pronouncing a fpeech from 
the throne to both houfes. 

Th I s expedient was accordingly put into 
pra£lice : but it was an experiment attended 
with an infurmountable abfurdity. 

N 3 If 
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If the majority of the convention could 
not grant a legal fan&ion to the eftabliftiment 
^ they had made, they- never could inveft the 

Prince of Orange with a juft right to afcend 
' the throne ; for they could not give what they 
did not poffefs. And if he afcended the 
throne without a juft title, he cou)d have no 
right to fandify that affembly, who under 
fuch circumilances raifed him, to fuch ele- 
. vation. When the people were obliged by 
tyranny, or other accidents, to have rccourfe 
to the firft principles of fociety, namely, their 
own prefer vation in elefting a new fov,ereign ; 
it will deferve confideration, whether that 
choice was to be effeded bj the majority of a 
parliament which had been diffolved ; indeed 
by any parliament whatfoever, or by thq; 
body of the nation alfembled in communitie* 
to fignify their affent or diflent to the pe^fon 
propofed as their fovereign. 

This kind of cleflion might be attended 

; with great inconvenience and difficulty, but 

■ thefe cannot poffibly be avoided, when the 

conftitution is diflblved, by fetting afide the 

lineal fucceffion to the crov^n. The confli- 

tUtlOH 
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tmtion is founded on a parliament compofed 
of king, lords, and commons ; but when there 
is no longer a king, the parliament is defe£live» 
and the conftitution impaired. The com- 
mons are the reprefentatives of the people, 
exprefsly chofcn to maintain the conftitution 
in church and ftate; and fwornto fupport 
the rights of the crown, as well as the liberties 
of the people : but though they are eledied to 
maintaifiy they have no power to alter the con- 
ftitution • When the king forfeits the alle- 
giance of his fubjeds, and it becomes neceflary 
to dethrone him ; the power of fo doing can- 
not poflibly refide in the reprefentatives who 
are chofen under certain limitations, for the 
purpofes of a legiflature, which no longer eac- 
ifts ; their power is of courfe at anend, and they 
are reduced to a level with other individuals 
who conftitute the community. The right of 
altering the conftitution, therefore, or of de^ 
viating from the eftabliftied praftice of in- 
heritance, in regard ,to the fucceflion of the 
crown is inherent in the body of the people, 
and every individual has an equal right to 
Jiis ftiare in the general determination; 
V'Jiether his opinion be fignified viv^i voce or j 

by 
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by a rcpfefent|tive, whqm he appoints and 
^nftrufts for the purpofc. It may be fuggeft- 
cd that the Prince of Orange was raifed to 
the throne withput any convulfion, or any 
fuch difficulties and inconveniences as we 
Jiave affirmed to tje thp neceflary confequcncc 
pf a meafur^ of that kind. To thi3 remark we 
anfwer, that fincethe revolution, thefe king-r 
doms have been divided, and harrafled by 
violent and implacable faftions, that eagerly 
feck the deftruSion of eachothef; that they 
have been exppfed to plots, confpiracies, infur- 
red^ions civil wars and fucceffive rebelHons, 
which have not been quelled or defeated with- 
out vaft effufion of blood, infinite mifchicf, ca- 
1 amity and expence to the nation ; that they 
were fubjefled to all thofe alarms and dangera 
which ar« engendered by a difputed title tb the 
throne ; and the efforts of an artful pretender ; 
that they are neceflarily wedded to the affairs 
of the continent, and their intereft facrificed 
to foreign connexions, from which they can 
never be difengaged. Perhaps all thefe calami*- 
ties might have been prevented by the interpo- 
iition of the Prince pf Orange. James, with- 
out forfeiting the crown, mieht have been 

laid 
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Jaid under fuch reftrlftions as would put it 
out of his power to tyrannize over his fub- 
jeds, either in fpirituals or temporals. The 
power of the militia might have been veiled 
ipi the two houfes of parliament, as well as 
the nomination of perfons "to fill the great 
offices of the church and ftate, and fupetin- 
tend the oeconomy of the adminiftration, in 
the application of the public money; *a law 
might have paffed for annual parliaments, and 
the king might have been deprived of his 
power to convoke, adjourn, proro^e, and 
diffolve them at pleafure. - 

Had thefe meafures been taken, the king 

piuft have been abfolutely di fabled from em* 
' ploying cither force, or corruption in the 
profecution of arbitrary defigns,. and the 
people would have been fairly reprefented in 
a rotation of parliaments, whofe power and 
influence would have been, but of one year's 
foiitinuance. 


CHAT. 
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CHAP. V. 

Acceffian of the Princefs Annc-^Greai Dif^ 
contents in Jfreland. — Tie pojlufe of Affairs 
in England.^^Tke trial of Sachevenl — 
Heath of Qjfeen Anne. 

A D ^ A NNE, Princefs of Denmark 

' jLjl fucceeded William in the 
fovereignty, y^hich in niany refpeds was 
p^ore limited than formerly^ and yet was not 
altogether fuch as the Whigs could have 
wilhed ; however all parties feemed to rejoice 
at her fucceffion, the Whigs, as they expcfted 
iiew fucceffions from a new fovereign, the 
Tories becaufe they entertained great hopes 
from a princefs who was a favourer of monar- 
chy, and an avowed defender of the church, a 
daughter of king James IL and unenflavod 
to Dutch or Germanic connexions or allU 
ances^ 

The moderate party derived their fatisfac? 
tion from a more rational fource, for they 
anticipated in their minds the glories of a 
jreign, which a3 yet ftands j^lmoft unrivalled in 

th? 
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the Britifli annals. Anne therefore afcendcd the 
throne, amidit the acclamations of her fub- 
jefts, who were difpofed to belieVe her, when 
flie told them from the throne, that there was 
nothing which they could expeft, or defirc 
from her, that ftie would not be ready to do 
for their profpcrity and happinefs*^^ In the 
year 1 703, great difcontents broke out in 

- Ireland, which were. principally owing to the 
conduft of the truftees for the forfeited eftates. 
The Diike of Ormond opened the parliament, 
which wa6 compofed of men inimical to the 
catholics, and ignobly attached to their own 
private interefts, which they attempted to fup- 
port at the expence of the conftitution, and 
the independence of the country. In the 
fpeech which he delivered from the throne, 
he affured the members of his warm attach- 
ment to his native land. But in their addrfclT. 
es to the queen and Duke of Ormond, they 
complained that they had been mifreprefented 
as, being defirous to render Ireland indepen- 
dant of England, and to vindicate themfclves 
from an afperfion which they faid, could only 

. attach itfelf to the catholics, they declared 

that they held the kingdom of Ireland to be 

dependant 
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dependilut on the imperial crown of England. 
This declaration however incompatible with 
truth and fa£^, was no doubt congenial to 
adventurers, who confidcred only how they 
could beft fecure their late acquired proper- 
ties, which they thought could never be effec- 
tuatly done, without overturning the un- 
doubted independence of Ireland, 

They alfo refolved that the proteftant free^- 
holders had been falfely and malicioufly 
traduced in a book, intitled, the report of the 
commiffioners, appointed to enquire into the 
Jrifti forfeitures, and they farther refolved, 
that Francis Anfjey, John Tren'chard, Henry 
Longford and James Hamilton, the authors 
pf thiat book, had fcandaloufly and malicioufly 
paifreprefented and traduced the protcftant 
freeholders of Ireland, and had endeavoured 
to create mifconception and jealoufly between 
jhe people of England and tbie proteftants of 
Ireland. In confequence of this, Mr. Anfley 
was expelled the houfe ; as for Hamilton he 
was dead, and Trenchard retired to England. 
The commiffioners had finifhed the enquiry 
reUtivc to the fojrffitures, previous to tho 

jpeeting 
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meeting of parliameut, and fold at under 
value the bcft of the forfeited eftates, to a 
compapy in England* The parliament neg- 
Icfled a petition of this company, praying to 
be enabled to make conveyance of lands in 
Ireland, and John Afgill their agent, being a 
member, was expelled, who had offered to 
hend money on the public credit, provided 
an ad was made to confirm and eftabKfti the' 
company^s pur chafe. The Irilh parliament 
then proceeded to enuiAerate the grievances 
of the kingdom, th^y ftated the conftitution 
of Ireland had of late been much fhook, and 
that their lives, liberties and properties had 
been called in queftion, and tried in a man- 
ner unknown to their anceftors ; aflerting at 
the fame time, that they had been put to an 
unneceflary expence by the truftees of the 
forfeited eftates, that exceeded in value the 
current cafti' of the nation. That their trade 
was decayed, and that their manufa£lures 
particularly the woollen had been completely 
ruined by king William, in favour of the 
Britiih manufaftures. 


After 
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After ftatjng. thefe, and many other grie- 
vances from which they prayed relief, thejr 
voted- the neceffary fupplies, with a large 
fum of money, to make good former defi- 
ciencies. Neverthelcfs they continued to 
make a ftri6l fcrutiny ioto many public abufes ; 
and among the reft, they difcovered a falfe 
charge of one hundred thoufand pounds upon 
the public. They voted a provifion for half- 
pay officers, and aboliflied as many penfions 
as amounted to more than fixteen thoufand 
pounds a year. 

They pafled an aft for fettling the fucceffion 
to the crown as in England, and a iiioft fevere 
one againft catholics, ftill more rigid than that 
which had been enaded in England againll 
them. By this aft it was ordained, amongft 
other things, that all eftates of catholics fhould 
be equally divided among the children, not- 
withftanding any fettlemem to the contrary, 
unlefs the perfons to whom they were other- 
wife devifcd, would qualify themfelvcs by 
taking the oaths, and ^conforming to the 
church of England. 

How 
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How far this bill was confotxant to the 
conditions of Limerick is too obvious to re- 
mark ; however, it is faid, that it was by no 
means agreeable to the Englifh miniftry,- who 
cxpefled large prefcnts from the Irilh catholics, 
by the, tejcAion of it, and k confiderable fum 
was aftually raifed' by the catholics for that 
purpofe. The bill was not rejected, but re- 
turned fro rti England with an addition whi ch 
it was conceived the Irifti parliament would 
never accede to, as it diredly militated 
againft the intereftls of the diflenting pro-^ 
teftants who had provccl themfelves their firm- 
eft friends. It was thi^, that no perfon in 

Ireland fhould be deemed capable of ^ny em- 
ployment, or of being in the magiftracy in any 
city or town corporate, who did not qualify 
himfelf bjr receiving the facrament puif- 
fuant to the teftaft pafled in England. 

; , • r 

Athough this was a great hardlhip on the dif- 
fenters, yet the Irifh parliament facrificed that 
confideratioh, rather than not humble the ca- 
tholics, fo that this illiberal and unconfti- 
tutional bill and its amendment-were receiv- 
ed without fcruple, and pafled into a law. 

Aftir 
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After this tianfad^ion, the Irifh parliamenl 
prQceeded to voie, that a work entitled Me- 
moirs of the late King James the Second " was 
a feditious libel ;" ordering it to be burned by 
the hands of the common hangman, and the 
book feller and printer to be profecutcd* A 
member then informed the houfe that cert^n 
^iforderly catholics had aOembled in the coun* 
ty of Limerick, and plundered feme protef- 
tants;.upon which they immediately in a fud*^ 
den fit of zeal, refolved that, the papifts of Ire- 
land, ftill retained hopes of the accelfion of 
the perfon known by name and title of the 
Prince of Wales, in the life time.pf the late 
king James, and now by that of James the 
Third. They were thus proceeding, whci> 
they were flopped in the midft of their career, 
and adjourned by th^ lord lieutenant, again ft 
trtiom, they all inveighed vehemently on adopt*^ 
ing fo neceflary and fo truly falutary a 
meafure. 

dNDKJiD, it feems evident thiit feverity was 
by no means calculated to conciliate thcs 
catholics, and a feafonable fhow of indulgence^ 

though 


iiibtigfi uhimpbi-tJliit in itfelf, iniglit have prei- 
^biitdd iainj^ evils, tvbich at times fo niUcH 
previiled: 

Many Irifh catholics have admitted, nay 
feveii believed, that king William, tlK)ugb 
their great cnemy^ was truly and fiUcerely 
difpofed tb fulfil the artitles of the ireatyof 
Limerick, but the fante catholics muft here 
fco&fider fevcry teftrifti6n fitice that ptx\oA 
impofed upoi!i tbein, zh infridions of thit 
tr'eafiy WhiiK the goverflinefiil t^as l>6und to 
i^ferte, and alfo a direft invafion of th6 
ttghts and libertiiSs granted them under the 
fcwAe. 

HMi^cii afi*6fe nlimerous comentions and 
Wdits, and fometinieS ev6n inftrrre£l^toni 
j^riiol>f tte p<>pillac6. Pe6ple #ho ai^ ignoraxilk 
and unlettered, canndt dtte imo thefecfetsof 
fcabitiifs, ndf eompir*hind the pdlicy of na- 
tions. Sttcli pfeople cannot cbticeive why they 
ihouid be reftrided by government for follow- 
lag the wopftlp of thcii* aiicfcftors, and adhe- 
iriiig to a church tliejr have btfen taught to be^ 
iic^^e infallifefe. thfey beheld the introduflipfl 
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of foreigners amongft them with a jealous tjCy 
and confidcred them as interlopers ^ they were 
devoid of the beuefits of educatfon ; without 
arts> induftry, commerce, and manufadures. 
This being the fituation of the populace, what 
can be expe£led> but that they ihould be fre* 
quently duped and led aft ray by artful and 
defigning men, to ahfwer their own particular 
purpofes^ 

The '^ate of parties in England, at this period,, 
was fuch, as completely to have prevented Anne: 
however well inclined fhe might be, from in- 
troducing any meafure for the real good or 
advantage of Ireland- She was in a manner be- 
ficged by oppofite fa&ions ; and difputes hafd 
already got fo high in the Englifh parliament^ 
that Anne was afraid of introducing any new 
fubjeft of either controverfy or contention 
^r the parliament, where the Whigs and To- 
ries were on moft occafions indefatigable ia 
cxpofing each other's infamy and folly,, to * 
the no f mall advantage of the public. 

It is to be lamented that parties in many 
of their tranfaftions have paid more regard 
to political than to moral confiderations ; being 

frwquently 
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ireqiiientiy obliged to court the populace, they 
find it expedient to countaaace and indulge 
their caprice and folly, and have even on many 
bccafions, by the .propagation of fiftioh, and 
the encouragement of violence, contributed 
to inJFatuate, as well as to corrupt the people, 
under the fpecious garb of liberty and jufticc% 
However advantageous the fadlioiis of Whig 
and Tory of that day, might have been to the 
ftate, yet they have been extremely injurious to 
hiftorical truth, as they have eftabliflied many 
grofs failhoodij, with regard td domeftic oc- 
feurrences, which, thoWhey exceed the bounds 
of vulgar credulity, yet, however filrprifing, 
were eagerly embraced by a nation far advan- 

izatioh. Wherefore extremes of 
all kii^ds in parties, ought to be ,cautioully 
guarded againft, and though no one will ever 
pleafe either fa6iion by moderate opinions, it 
IS thro' their medium alonewe are moll likely 
to elucidate truth j , 

^HE attentioii 6f the Erigiifti parliament 
Vas now accupied in determining the mea- 
sure, • which they (houid purfue, with refpeft 
\6 thofe tuinous continental concel-ns, in 

O SI whick 
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which the policy of William had involved 
them, and which Anne was anxious to con- 
tinue, particularly as Ihe obfervcd the hearts^ 
of the people now fet upon them. 

It woiild be cndlcfs to recount the blood 
and trcafure expended upon thefc wars and 
alliances ; yet it muft be owped, that never 
prince carried them on with more judgment 
glory and fuccefs, than Anne did, conlider- 
jug the vaft ftrength of France at that time, 
and the temper of the other powers, with 
whom he had to deal. Yet nothing is more 
true, than that England has often fuffered 
more by her continental connexions, than by 
her enemies : and this too might here have been 
the cafe in the reign of Queen Anne, had fhc 
not known how to manage, and when co- 
veied with the laurels of vidlory, had attended 
to the voice of moderation. 

K r^ ^ T&E Endilh court was at this 

A* D. 1703. . V, -r 1 A ' .\.^ 

tmie likewife employed m tqe 
affairs of their ally, the Emjperor of Germany ; 
whofe fon the Archduke Charles, had affu- 
xned the title of king of Spain, a difputed 

claim 
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claim between him and Lewis the X^IV's 
grandfon, the former fupportcd by Germany 
England, and Holland, the latter by France, 
Bavaria, Cologne, Spain and Savoy. 

Thi Arch.»duke Chairks, by a propofed mar- 
riage with tht Infanta of- Portugal, attached 
that kingdom to his intereft ; by which, toge- 
ther with the forces fent him by the court of 
Vienna, h^ hoped to be able to* expel the 
Ele^or of Bavaria from his dominions. But 
this was not fo eafily accompliflied until the 
arrival . of the Duke of Marlborough, the 
Eledor was then obliged to fly before his 
viflorious arms. 

The IrHh parliament met on the fifth of 
March, 1705, and voted one hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds for the fupport of the 
neceflary branches of the eftablifhment, A 
difpute arofe between the commons and the 
lower houfe of convocation, a toufe that then 
exifted, and was compofed of the clergy ; re- 
lative to the tithes of hemp and flax, afcer^ 
tained in a claufe of a bill for the better im- 
provement of the hempeji and flaxen ma- 
pufafluTes of Ireland. Th^ lower houfe of 

O 3 cpnvocatioa 
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convocation prefented a memorial again ft thi$, 
claufe, as prejudicial to the rights and pro- 
perties of the clergy. The commons voted the 
perfon who brought it in, guilty of a breach 
of privilege, and ordered hinj to be taken in- 
to cuftody ; they thep refolved, th^t the con-? 
vocation were guilty of a contempt and breach 
of privilege of that houfe. The convocatiou 
ftill prefuming to juftify their memorial, the; 
commons voted, that all ms^tters relating to it 
fhould be rafed out of the Journals and books 
of the convocation. 

« , . < V, ft . » 

The Duke of Ormond, apprehenfiv^ of the 
confequences of fuch heats, adjourned the par- 
liament to the firft day of May, when both 
toufes having met again, came to fome refoju^ 
tions that refletle_d obliquely on the convoca* 
tion, as enemies to her majefty's government, 
and the proteftant fucceffion. The clergy, in 
order to acquit themfelves of all fufpicion, 
refolved in their turn, that the church 
and nation had been happily delivered from 
popery and tyranny by king William, at 
the Revolution; that the continuance of 
thefe bleifings were due, undet God, to the 

aufpicious 
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aufpicious reign and happy government of 
her majefty queen Anne : that the future fe- 
curity and prefervation of the church and 
nation, depended wholly on the fucceflion of 
the crown, as fettled by law in the prateftant 
line : that if any clergyman fhpuld by word or 
writing, declare any thing in -oppofition to 
thefe refolutions, they fhould look upon him 
as a promoter of diflentions among ihe pro- 
ftants, and an enemy to the conftitution. They 
levelled another refolution againft the prcf- 
byterians, importing, that to teach, or preach 
againft the do£lrine, government, rites or ce*' 
remonies of the church, or* to maintain fchools 
or feminaries for the education of youth, in 
principles contrary to thofe of the eftabUQied 
church, was a contempt of the ecclefiaftical 
laws of the nation; of pernicious confe- 
quences to fociety, and fervcd only to con- 
cinne and widen the unhappy fchifm and 
divifions which prevailed in the kingdom.. 

* 

A.D. 1706. ^^^ J""*" ^"^ parliament 

was prorogued to the fame 

fAoniJa 9f the foUowing year, ai^d the Duke 
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^uftices. 

Thk eyes of Anne were now turned upoa 
ft tranfeaion of rhe utmtoft importance to 
England, namely an vnion of the two king-. 
doms of England and Scqtland. This famous 
treaty was finally concluded andratified on thej 
twenty fecond of July ; in which it wsts ftipu- 
lated, that the fucceflion to the united king- 
doms of England and Scotland, under the 
name of Great Britain, fhould* be veiled in 
the Princefs . Sophia, youngeft d:aughter of 
the king of Bohemia, by Elizabeth daughter, 
of James I. of England and her heirs. Accor- 
iing to the a6ls already pafi^d in the par- 
liament of England, that the united kingdoms^ 
fliould' be reprefented by one and the lame 
larliament, and that ^11 tjie fubj^fts of Great 
iritain Ihould enjoy an equal paiticipation 
of privileges and advantages, while Scotland 
ftiould be reprefented in the parliament of 
Great Britain, by fixtcen Peers ajjd forty §ve, 
commoners. This treaty was eagerly courted 
by the Englilh M^niftry, but proved extrcme- 
Jy unpalatable to the gentry of the $cottilh 

pat ion. 

- • ' ' Aft 


^mci tJtc Revolutim. ^ %o\ 

A» the trial of Dqftor Sacheverel occafionr 
p4 90 little moife at this tinae, it becomes 
pe^efl&ry to explain the caufes of it. 

A. P- 1709. ^^ ^^^ '^^^ of December, Mr, 

Dolben complained to the 

houfe of commons, of two fermons preachc4 
and publifhed by Dr. Henry Sacheverel, as 
pontaining pofitions contrary to revolutionary 
principles, to the prefent government, and the 
prb'teftaiit fucceffion. - Sacheverel was a cler- 
gyman of narrow ,dntelle6ls, and an over-heated 
imagination. He had acquired fome popu- 
larity among thofe who diftinguilhed them- 
felves by the name of high-churchmen, and 
toojc all occafions to vent his fpleen againft the 
Diflenter^^ On the fifth ofNovember, in St. 
Paul's church, he, in a violent declamation de- 
fended the doArine of non-refiftance • inveigh- 
ed againft the toleration of Diffenters, declared 
the church was dangeroufly atta<;ked by her 
enemies ; and ffightly defendefj by her falfe 
firicnds ; he founded the trumpet for the 
pburch, and exhorted the people to put on . 
the whole armour of God. 

Sir 
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Sir Samuel Garrard, the lord mayor, coun- 
tenanced this harangue, which was publifhed 
under his prote&ion, extolled by the Tories, 
and difperfed all over the kingdom. Mr. 
Dolben's complaint againft Sachevercl was 
feconded in the houfe of commons by feve- 
ral members ; the moft violent paragraphs 
were then read, and the fermons voted fcanda- 
lous and feditious libels. Sacheverel having be- 
ing brought to the bar of the houfe, acknow- 
ledged himfelf the author of both fermons, 
and mentioned the encouragement he had re- 
ceived from the lord mayor to print that 
t)ne entitled " The Perils of Falfe Brethren'^. 
Sir Samuel, who was a member, denied he had 
ever given him fuch encouragement. The 
do&or being ordered to withdraw, the houfe 
refolved he fhould be impeached of high 
crimes and mifdemeanors ; and Mr. DolbeQ 
was ordered to impeach him at the bar of the 
houfe of lords, in the name pf all the com- 
mons of England. A committee was appoint- 
fd to draw up articles, and Sacheverel was 
j^ken into cuftody. 


Th» 
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^The do£lor being impeached at the bar of 
the houfe of lords, petitioned that he might 
be admitted to bail ; but this indulgence yras 
refufcd, and th<5 commohs feemed bent upon 
profecuting him with fuch feverity as gave 
difguft to men of moderate principles* Meani 
while the Tories were not idle, They boldly 
affirmed that the Whigs had formed a de* 
iign to pull down the church ; and that this 
profecution was intended to try their ftrength, 
before they would proceed openly to the ex- 
ecution of their project. Thcfe aflertions 
were fupported, and even believed by the 
clergy, who did not fail to alarm and inflame 
their hearers, while emifTaries were employed 
among the populace already prepared with 
difcontent, arifing from a fcarcity of corn 
which had prevailed in almoft every country 
in Europe. 

The minifters magnified the dangers to 
which the church was expofed, from Dlflfen- 
ters, Whigs, and lukewarm prelates ; and 
thefe they reprefent as the authors of a de- 
ftruilive war, which in a Ihort time would 
ppduce univerfal famine. The articles againft 

Sachevercl 
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Sacbeverel having being exhibited, bis perfon 
was committed to the deputy ulher .oi the 
black rod ; but the lords after wiards admit- 
ted him ti> bail. 


A. D. 1709, 


The, lordt then appointed the 


27th of February for his trial in 
Wcftminfter-hall. The attention of the whole 
'kingdom was directed to this extraordinary 
triaL It continued three weeks, during which 
all other bufmefs was fafpended ; and the 
queen herfelf was every day prefent, though 
in quality of a private fpefiator ; a vaft mul- 
titude followed him every day to and from 
Weftminfter-Hall, praying for his deliverance 
as if he bad ^leen deftined to martyrdom. The 
queen's fedan was befet by the populace,, ex- 
claiming, ^ God blefs your majefty, aod the 
church, we hope your majefty is for Dodori 
Sacherverel.'* They compelled all perfons to 
lift their hats to the Doclor as he palFed in his 
coach to the Temple, where he lodged ; and 
Hmong thefe fome members pf parliament, 
were abufed and infulted. They de- 
ftroycd feveral meeting-houfes, plundered 
the dwellings qf eminent Diffenters ^ and 

thfeatexi^ 
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threatened to pull -down the houfes of the 
chancellor, and the biihop of Sarum. Upon 
thiS'the queen publifhed a proclamation for 
fuppreffing the tumult, and feveral perfong 
were apprehended, and afterwards tried for 
high treafoB. When Sacheverel's council 
had finiihed his defence, he himfelf recited 
a fpecch, wherein he folemuly juftified 
his attachments to the queen and her go- 
vernment, and fpoke in moft refpeftful 
terms of the revolutiou, and the proteftant 
fucceffion. He maintained the doi9rine of 
non-refift^nce in all cafes whatfoever, as a> 
maicim of the church in which be was educa* 
ted; and by many pathetic cxpreffioos en- 
deavoured to excite the compaflion of the 
audience. He was furroundjcd by the queen's 
chaplains, wha encouraged and extoHed him 
as the champion of the church ; and he was 
privately fevo»red by the queen herfelf ; wKo> 
could mot but relifh a dodrinefo well calcu- 
lated for the fupport erf regal authojrity. 

AiPTEE virulent difpute* and alteroitions, 
Sacheveiel was found guilty by a majority of 

17 voices I 


206 4 ^i^V^ of Irifit\ Affofts 

1 7 voices ; and 34 entered a proteft agai^ft 
this decifioQ. He was prohibited from preach- 
ing for the .term of three years, and his two 
fermons Were t>rdered to be burned by the 
hands of the common hangman, in prefence 
of the lord rpayor and two fhcriffs of London 
and Middlefex, . 

The lenity of this fentence paffed upon 
Sacheverel, which was in a great meafurc 
owing to the apprehcnfion of popular refent- 
ment, his friends confidered, as a ridory 
gained over a Whig fafiion, and they cele- 
brated their triumph with bonfires and illu- 
minations. 

A B 1*71 "^^^ ^ffefts of thofe intrigues^ 

which had been exerted againft 
the Whig niinifters began to appear. The 
trial of Sacheyerel, had eicited a }k>pular 
fpirit of averfion to thofe who favoured the 
diffenters. From all parts addrefled were 
prefented to the queen, concerning the doc- 
trine of refiftance, as rebellious and founded up* 
on an-timonarchial and republican principles* 

At 
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At the fame time counter addreffes were pro- 
cured by tbe Whigs, extolling the revolutien 
and applauding the copduft of the prefent 
parliament. 

Thk qu^n began to ^xprefs her attachment 
to the Tories, and in a Ihort time there was 
not one Whig left in any ^office, except tbe 
Duke of Marlborough, who would have re- 
nounced his command, had he not been ear- 
ntftly diffuaded by his particfular friends, from 
taking a ,ftep which would have been prejudi- 
cial to the nation. That the triumph of the 
Tories might bexofnplete, the queen diflblved 
the Whig parliament, after fuch precautions 
were taken, as could not fail to influence the 
new eleftions in favour of the other party. 
In the Irifli parliament held, during the fum- 
mer, the Duke of Ormond and the majority of 
the peers, fupported the Tory intereft, while 
the commons exprefled the warmefl attach- 
ment to revolution principles. 

The two houfes ma^e ftrenuoiis reprefen- 
tations, and pafled fevere refolutions againft 
each other. After the fefEon, Sir Conftantine 
Phipps, the chancellor, and general Ingcfldlby, 

werd 
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jvjcre appointed jtiftiqes, in the abfeneeof tbe 
Duke ofOtjnoqdi For fonietimcthcf Tory 
miuifters in England, were earrying on a ne- 
gociation with the court of France; they had 
k double vieviT in it, namely, to mortify the 
Whigs and the Dutch, whom they dctefted, 
and to free their cotintry from a rtiinous war, 
-which had all the appeatince of beeoming 
habitual to the cdnftituticm. However the 
propofals of peace made by the f fetich kingj 
were difagi*eeable even to foine individuals of 
the Tory party, and certain peers, tvbo had 
hitherto adhered to that inteteff, agreed vt^ith 
the Whigs, to make a I'emcmftrance againft 
the preKminafy articles. 

The cdtn havittg Wen .apprized 6f thfeir 
intentions, prorogued the parliament till the 
7th day of December, in expedVatioti of the 
Soottifh peers, who would caft the balance in 
favouf of the miniftry. At the opening of the 
feffion, Anne, in her fpeech, informed them, 
that notwithftanding the atts of thofe who 
delighted in war, the placfe and time were 
appointed for a cofigrefs ; antl that the ftates 
general had expreffed their entire confideilce 
in her conduft. She declared hei* chief con- 
cern 
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tdm {bociid be to &GUi'e the fucceffion x>f the 
CFowD, in the Ho<aieof Hanover ; to procure 
all the advantages to the nation, wtiich a ten- 
del* and aCeAionate ibvereign c^tild procurie 
£0^ a dutiful and loyal people ; and to <^aia 
fatisfaSlion ibr all her allies. She oblerved 
that the moft efief^ual way 10 |)rocure peace, 
i^ould be, to make vigorouis preparations 
for carrying on tb^ war. many infm nation ft 
we?e levdled at the duke 6f Marlborough, 
amongil oth^8, that he had plrolonged the 
Ivar for t^e lake of hi« own private intereft 
alone : upon which occafion he declared on 
his confcience, that Jbe . was evet defirous of 
k fafe, honourable, and lading peace, and 
that he was always vety far from entertaining 
any defign of proloiQjging the war for his own 
private Emolument, as his enemies had moft 
falfely infinuatedi Some time after, the com^^ 
iniflionelrs for examining the public accounts, 
having difcovered that the duke of Marlbo- 
iroujgh had deceived an ai^niial ptefent bf five 
or fix thoUfand jiound^ ftom the contradifirs, 
for fupplying the army witli bread, the queen 
declared in council, that Jhe thought fit to 
diimils him from all hU «i»pjojrments> p^re- 
Vot* L P paratory 
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paratory ta an impartial examination of the 
charge. This declaration was imparted to 
the duke in a. letter from the queen, in 
which (be took occafion to compVtiii of the 
treatment {he had received — (he probably 
alluded to the infolence of his dutchefe, the 
fiibjedion flie had been kept in by the late 
miniftryi and the pains earneftly taken by the- 
Whigs to depreciate her conduft and thwart 
her meafures with refped to peace. The 
duke wrote an anfwer to her majefty, vin- 
dicating himfelf agaitift the afperiions^on hift^ 
charafter. 

J. jj At length a peace was con- 

eluded and ratified at Utrecbt,, 
greatly to the diflatisfafiion of the Whigs in 
general^ and the Duke of Marlborough in 
particular, who found his account in the con- 
tinuance of the war.. Tis to be lamented, 
that the difcovery of many mean and mer- 
cenary pra^lices^. greatly tarniflied the glory 
which the duke had acquired by, his great 
military talents, and other Ihining qualities. 

J* ■■ 

The Duke of Ormond having been appointed- 
to take the command of the Britilh forces in 

tlanders 
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Flanders ; The Duke of Shrcwlbury was ap- 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. He aflem- 
bled the Irifti Parliament on the twenty. fifth 
day of November, .and founci the. two hou&s 
ftill at variance on the oppofite principles of 
Whig and Tory, Allen Broderick being cho- 
fen fpeaker of the commons, they ordered a bill 
to be brought itil to attaint the Pretender and 
all his adherents. They profecuted Edward 
Lloyd, for publiftiing a book intitled, ** Me- 
moirs of the Chevalier De St. George ; *' 
and they agreed upon an addrefs to the queen, 
to remove from the chancellorfhip Sir Con- 
ftantine Phipps, for the countenance he ha4 
fliewn the Tories. The lords however had 
refolved, thlt Chancellor Phipps, in his fe- 
veral ftations^ had acquitted himfelf with 
honour and integrity. The two houfes of 
convocation prefented an addrefs to the fame 
eflfea. 

. -^ The Duke of Shrewlbury rc- 

A. D. 1712. . , J 1.. 

ceived orders to prorogue this 

parliament which was divided againft itfelf, 

and portended nothing but domeftic broils, 

then he obtained leave to return to England 

O 2 ' leavixm; 
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leaving Chancellor Phipps with the airch- 
ttftiop 'of Armagh and Tuam, Juftictes of the 
kingdom. In this rtign Dt. Jonathan Swift 
rofe int6 great confideration Jn Ireland, and by 
hii gr^at aWlhies srad patriotic principles be- 
came the chief patton of the !ri(h nation. 

On the firft day <X Auguft> 1*714^ difed Aiiti^ 
qnetti of lEnglatid tti thfe fiftieth year of 
her age, and in 'thfc tbirteettth of "her tfetgn. 
Her capacity was iiTatntally good ; but not 
mtrch cultivated Ibfy learning ; nor did Ibe' 
txbtbit any m^rte 'of extraordinary g«iitt^> 
nor of j^rftmal iambkion. She i^ns ufidoubt- 
iedly 'dcffidttft ln\Wat vigour ^f mind ftetefia^ 
to enabte beJr tto ftffrpoW; herfelf independetit 
iyi t-he inrfititende <!^ Hv<»di\%t% an^ to irsroid^hb 
faarcfs ttnd fettenr of fycophioifs : but wlifttever 
her w^Ionefstn thefe refjye^ might liitve beitti, 
the gopdnefs of her heart was never doubted* 
She was juftly difiinguiihed for conjugal af- 
fe£lton and ^dcSity, fAe Wa(s a tender mother, 
% w^m "friend, kni&dtilgetR iniftrefs>-a muni- 
ficent 'patr($n, )a 'i0Ai\& and fherdful ^noe&» 
dtiring whofe i^cign fao fufbjfefil** %I^)^ wtafe 
ihed for treafotti. She vt» firmly attached to 

the 
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the Church of England from convidlion rather 
than from prepofTeflioi^^ V^ing una£fe£ledly 
pious, juft, charitable and compaflionate. If ihe 
WMnot the greeted, ^e wa# certainly one of 
the bef^ 9n,d moft uableo^iAied of fovereigns ; 
%n^ wf U Qiif rited th^ ^xprefliye, tho»f U ftmple 
cpitfeft OiC **! iko go^d qiieeft AaM-** 
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CHAR VI. 

Accejffion df George I. — Tori€s totally exclu(kdthe 
Royal Favour^^Pretendcr's Manifefio—Kefo" 
lutipns to impeach the Duke of Ornumd — "Jhe 
Duke of Ormond and Lord Bolinghroke at^ 
t&inted. — Intended Invajion by the Duke of Or* 
tnofid — The Rebellion. in Scotland under the 
Earl of Mar-^Billfor fecuring the dependency, 
of Ireland upon the Crown of Great^Britain. 
' — Declaration of the Pretender. ^^Qanumr in 
Ireland on Account of Woods^s Coinbge — Death 
qf George L — His CharaSer — Accefjion of 
George 11. — Chara^ers of his Minifiry — •. 
Charader of Sir Robert Walpole — He propofes 
the Excife Scheme. 

rr^ H E queen had no fooner 
1 7 H- J^ expired, than orders were 
immediately iflued to proclaim for king, in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, George, Elec- 
tor of Hanover. The regency appointed the; 
Earl of Dorfet, to convey tq the king at Hano- 
ver the intimation of his majefty's acceffion, 

^nd (o attend him on his journey. 

* 

Georgv 
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GxORGX r. afcendcd the throne ia the fifty- 
fifth year of his age, without the leaft oppo- 
fition, tumult or indication of popular dif- 
content; and the unprejudiced part of the na- 
tion was now fully perfuaded that no defign 
•was ever concerted by queen Anne and her 
miniftry in favour of the Pretender. On the 
twentieth of September, J714, king George 
landed at Greenwich. From the landing 
place to his houfe in St. Jameses park, he 
walkedt> accompanied by a great many of the 
nobility^ and other perfons of diftindion, 
who had th^e honour to kifs his hand, as they 
approached At night be fent for thofe of th? 
tiobility who had diftinguiflied themfelves by 
their zeal for his fucceffion : but the duke of 
Ormcmd, Oxford, the lord chancellor and lord 
Trevor were not of the number. The next 
morning the carl of Oxford prcfented himfelf, 
but was very coldly received ; on the other 
hand, his majefty exprefled uncommon regard 
for the duke of Marlborough, as well as for 
all the leaders of the Whig party. 

It was the misfortune of this prince, as w%tl 
?s a great injury to the empire, that he had 

beeu 
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been led to conceive fl^ong prejudices agaioft 
the Tories, who conftituted fj^ch a confidera- 
l>lc body of his fubjeas. 

Thcy were now excluded from all ftiare 
of the royal favour, which was tptallV en- 
grofled by their oppopcnts ; thefe early naarks 
of his averfion, which he took no pains to con- 
ceal, alienated the affe£Uons oif many from hi$ 
governmem and perform, who otherwife would 
iiave ferved him with fidelity and regard. 
The duke of Ormqnd was inftantly difmifled 
from his command, which was reftored to the 
Duke of Marlborough, and the government 
of Ireland to the earl of Sun4erland- 

An almoft inftants^neous change was effefied 
in all the official departmeiits of the ftate. In 
a word, the whole nation was delivered 
into the hands of the Whigs. On the twen- 
tieth of Oftober, George I. was crowned at 
Weftminfter, with the ufual folemnity, at 
which the Earl of Oxford and lord Boling- 
broke affifted. In the mean time, the mal- 
•cpniients were confiderably encreafed in Eng- 
land by the kiag's attachment to the Whig 

fadion 
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hBlQn. Tbe old ^rlamoHr refpefling the dan? 
gey of the church was jccvived ; jealoufies 
were excited;^ fedittoua libetd w^c rt difper fed ; 
ajidf dangerous tumults: rai fed im different parts 
qf the kingdom. Masiy geptldmen of the 
Whig faaion were abufed ; ttagiflr ates were 
reviled and infuhed by the populace in the ex- 
ecution of their office. The Pretender feized 
this opportunity to tranfmit by the French 
mail, copies of a printed manifefto to the Ihikes 
of Sh:ewfbury, Marlborough, Argyle, and 
pther . noblemen of the fir ft diftin^ion. In 
this declaration, he mentioned the good inten- 
tions of his fifter towards him, which were 
prevented by her lamented death. He ob^ 
ferved that his people inftcad of doing him 
and themfelves juftice, had proclaimed for 
their king a. foreign prince, contrary to the 
fundamental and inconteftible laws of here- 
ditary right, which their pretended afts of 
fettlemcnt could never abrogate- Shortly 
after, the parliament refolved to trace out 
thofe meafures which bad been taken in Eng- 
land by the Pretender*s Adherents, and where^ 
on he built his hopes ; and to brii^g the 
author's of them to condign puniftiment. 

On 
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On the twenty firft of June, Mr.' 
A. D.I 7 15- fccretary Stanhope, impeached 
James Duke of Ormond, of high treafon, and, 
other high crimes and :inifdemeanours with 
regard to the peace at Ftrccht. IVfciny mem- 
bers fpoke in favour of the Duke ; they expa- 
tiated on his Jioblc birth aiid qualifications ; 
they enumerated, the fetviices performed by 
him for the crown and the nation, they ob- 
ferved that in the whole courfe of his late 
conduct, he had only obeyed the queen's 
x^ommands j and they affirmed tliat all th<^ 
allegations againft him, could not in the rigour 
of the law, be copftrued intohigh-treafon. But 
all arguments and eloquence were loft upon the 
Whigs, and the queftion being put was car- 
ried for the iippeachraent of the Duke of Or- 
mond, who perceiving every thing conduded 
by a furious fpirit of revenge, and that he 
could not expeft the benefit of an impartial 
trial, confulted his own : fafety, by withdraw* 
ing hirafelf from ^he kingdomt 

Shortly after a bill paiTed both houfes ^of 
ihe Britifh Parliament, and received the royal 
afient for attainting the Duke of Ormond and 

J^f4 
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Lord Bollingbroke if tbey did not furrendcr 
Aemfelves in a limited time ; and they hav- 
ing omitted to furrender purfuant to the time 
fpecified in the bill ; the houfe of lords or 
dered th^e Earl Maifhal to rafe out of the lift 
of peers their names and armorial bearings, 
Inventories were taken of their p^rfonal ef- 
tates ; and the Dukc'fi ^tchicvjnent, as knight of 
the garter, was t^ken down from St, George's 
Chapel at Windfor. ^ 

A MA14 of fenfibility and candour cannot, 
without an emotion of forrow and indignation, 
refleft upon the ruin of the noble family of 
Ormond, in the perfon of a brave, generou«, 
and humane nobleman ; to whom no crime 
was imputed, but that of having obeyed the 
commands of his fovereign. The duke of 
Ormond, and lord Bolingbroke retired into 
France and were driven by hard ufage, and 
refentment into a fyftem of politics which 
other wife they would not have cfpoufe4. 

# 

Finding tbemfelves condemned unheard, 
'and attainted, they engaged in the fervice of 
the Pretender, and correfponded with the 
Tories of EngUnd. ^ 

• • • THf 
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ing totally excluded iiom, any 
{hare ia, tb^ govemmeiit and legiflatiire,. and 
expofed to the infolence aijd fury of a faftion 
wbic]j tbey defpifed, h^gau pow to. wilh in 
carueft fpr ,a revolution. Some of them held 
private confultations, and communicated witlji 
the Jacobites, who conveyed theiy fentiments 
to the Chevalier De St. Geoxge, with fuch ex- 
aggef atioxis as were diftated by their own ea- 
gernefs and extravagance. They affured the 
Pretender that the nation was entirely difaf- 
jfcftedto the new government^ and indeed 
the clamours^ tumult^ ajid converfation of 
the peqple in general countenanced this afler* 
lion. They promifed to take arms without 
ferther delay in his favour ; and engaged that 
the Tories ftiould join them at his firft land- 
ing in Great Britain. They therefore befougbt 
Mm to come over with all poffible expedition, 
declaring that his appejirance would produce 
an immediate revolution. 

The Chevalier refolved tq take advantage 
of this favourable difpqfition ; s^nd made pre- 
paratiorfs accordiriglyr Hoijsrever all thefe in-i 

tfigues 


.J 


iSince ihe IR^uoluthn. nil 

irigws ^nd matbinadoBs Were difcoveted arrd 
coramuisiicated to the Bririfti Court, by the 
Earl of Stait, who then refided as EngUfh am- 
baffador iat Pari*. He d^tefljed the Cheva- 
lier's fcheme whtile it was yet in embryo, and 
g^atre ftith early intimation of it, as "enabled 
Kitig Geotge to take efifefilual meafures for 
defeatitig the defign. But the partizaas of 
thie Pretctrdfcr had proceeded too fat to rrtreat 
\^ith Tafety ; and therefore determined to try 
their fortune in the field. Having chofen 
Sc<>tland for the fccne of a£iion, they aflem* 
bled there, tindtt the command ^i the Earl 
of Mar, and after ptbclaiming tht Pretender 
in thstt kingdbm, they eredted his llandard on 
the ^tth of September. 

In the niiith of O^ober the Earl of Derwent^ 
water and Mr. Forfter took tbe field in En- 
gland and proclaimed the Pretender. But 
Forfter was TuTTOunded at Prfeftofn Md taken 
by furprize. The day on which the Tebels 
furrendered at Prefton in England was re- 
markable for the battle of Dunblaine in Scot- 
land, fought between the Duke of Argyle and 
the Earl of Mar, who commanded the Preten- 
der's 
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dcr's fotpes^ The carl of Mar would have! 
probably obtained the vifbory, had not his 
troops been two eager in the purfuit of that 
part of the royal army, which they bad bro- 
ken ; but on this accoimt it proved a drawn 
battle, and the Highlaaders feeing no proba- 
bility of coming again to adiion, foon after 
difperfed and returned to their own habi- 
tations. Afterwards the Pretender came over 
to Scotland, from whence he- was repttlfed 
by the Duke of Argyle, and at laft effefted his 
efcape to the continent in a fmall French vef- 
fel accompatiied by the Earl of Mar, and 
many more of his adherents. In the mean 
time, the gaols in Great Britain were filled 
with fuch of his party, as had been appre- 
hended. The Earls of Derwentwatef , Ken- 
mure and Wintoun were beheaded on Tower 
Hill, and many of inferior rank were execu- 
ted at Tyburn, But Forfter and many others 
made their efcape from Newgate, and faved 
tbemfelves by flight from an ignominious 
and difgraceful end. 
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. ^ ' The Duke ofOrmond hid pre- 

vioufly made an unfuccefsfol 
and fruitlefs attempt in the weft of England 
in favour of the Chevalier. Thus termina- 
ted a rebellion which proved fatal to many 
noble families ; a rebellion which, in all 
probability, would never have happened, had 
not the violent mcafures of a Whig miniftry 
kindled fuch a flame of difcontent as en- 
couraged the partifans of the Pretender to 
hazard a revolt. During all this time we 
tear of no commotion nor infurrcdtion in 
Ireland. 

The parliament of Ireland met on the i zth 
of November, and feemed even more zea- 
lous if poffible, than that of England for the 
prcfent adminiftratiou. They paffcd bills for 

recognizing the king's title ; for the fecurity 
of his perfon and government ; for fetting 
a price on the Pretender's head ; and for at- 
tainting the Duke of Ormond. They grant- 
ed the fupplies without oppofition. All 
thofe of the Tory party who had addrcfled 
the late queen in favour of Sir Conftantine 
Phipps, then Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 

whom 


whom the Whigfi, wifticd to turn out, ^tite 
now brotight on their knees aj^l cenfured as 
guiky of a breach of privikgei 

:* r. - They defired the lords luf- 

tices tvould illue a proclama- 
tiou againfl: tbe catholic inhabitants of Lime- 
rick »and Gal way, Who in virtue of the capi- 
tulation figned by ki^ WilHam, claimed an 
exemption fljom the peJialties iinpofed upon 
other papifts. They engaged in an aflbciation 
r^ainfi the pretender and all his abettorsi 

Thiy voted the Earl of Anglefeyan enemy 
totheJdngand kingdom, bec^ufe iie advtied 
the qiteen to difbandthe aitmj, ^alird to piro-> 
rogue the late parliament ; and they addirefied 
the Idtng to .Tcmove him from Ms council and 
fervice, * 

Tke lords juftices granted ordefJi for ap* 
piehending the Earls of Antrim and Weft* 
meath, and the Xords Netterv}lle, Cahir, and 
Dillon, as perfons fufpcfted of difafieftiou to 
hisinajefty-s^erfon and government* There 
feemed to be, no caufe for liich fevcrity at the 

time 
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time, for although Great Britain was embroil- 
ed, Ireland aftually enjoyed peace and tran- 
quility. Btit this was a period when blind 
aeal and the fpirit of party raged uncontroul- 
cd, and when^en's minds were full of fear 
andjeaioufies } when a beloved fovereign had 
defcended to the fhiides, and the crown ap- 
peared to totter on the head of her fucceflbr. 
However thefe confiderations by no means 
warranted the violation of the treaty of Li- 
merick, nor many other tranfa£tions of a fimi- 
lar kind which took place duHng this reign. 
Yet our wonder ceafes, when we refleft diat 
this was a crifis in which juftice and equity 
were little regarded and the folemn faith of 
nation was audacioufly and wantonly violated 
condemned. 

Amo^^igst thefe difputed convulfions, the 
Englifh parliament palled an a6l for attaching 
the dependency of Ireland upon the imperial 
Crown of Great Britain, and this a£t, known by 
the name of the fixth of Geprge I. was made, 
for the purpofe of enabling the Briti(h parlia- 
ment to make laws to bind the people of Ire- 
land, an a£t derogatoiy to the true honour 
of Great Britain a3 it was injurious to this 

Vot- 1 ' Q^ kingdoiix 
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kingdom, as a free and independent nation. 
This unjuft law, wais followed by another 
tranfadion of a fimilar tyrannic caft, by 
which Great Britain robbed? our houfe of 
lords of the right of appeal from our courts of 
judicature. It was effedled at the inftance of 
Maurice Annefley an Irifti gentleman, who 
had appealed to the houfe of peers in Eng- 
land, from a decree of the houfe of peers in 
Ireland, which the Britifh peers reverfed, and 
ordered the barons of the exchequer in Ire- 
land, to put Mr. Annefley in pofleilion of the 
lands he had been deprived of by the decree 
Jn that kingdom. The barons obeyed this 
order, and the Irifti houfe of Lords pafted a 
vote againft the barons, as having aded in 
derogation to the king's prerogative;, in his 
high court of parliament in Ireland, as alfo 
of the rights and privileges of that kingdom, 
and of the parliament thereof ; they likewife 
ordered the barons to be taken into cuftody 
of the uihet of the black rod ; they tranfmit- 
ted a long reprefentation to the king, demon- 
ftratfng their right to the final judicature in 
this kingdom, and the Duke of Leeds ftre- 
riuoufly fupported their caufe by unanfwcrable 
arguments in theBritifli houfe of lords. 

Not- 
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A rt i^ NOTWitHSTAMDIKG thfefe «- 

Ai D. I7IO. , , ^ r. , 

gument^, tnc houfe of lords 
in England refolved, that the barons of the 
exchequer in Ireland had adled v/ith courage, 
alfo confoi-mable to law in fuppprt of his ma- 
jefty's prerogative, and with fidelity to the 
trown of Great Britain; 

Thjey addref&d the king to confer on them 
fome marks of his royal favour, as a recom- 
pence for the ill ufage they had undergone. Av 
length they propofcd a bill, by which the 
Irilh houfe of lords was deprived of all right 
to pafs fentence, affirm, or reverfe any judg- 
ment or decree, given or made in any court 
within that kingdom; In the houfe of com- 
mons it was oppofed by Mr* Pitt and others, on 
the grounds ofbein^ a palpable infringement 
6h the rights of the IriOi peers and a dire^ 
violation of the conllitution of Ireland. How - 
ever the bill was carried and received the 

s. 

rojral aflent. This perhaps was as great and 
daring an z(k of ufurpation and injuAice as 
ever was attempted^ in any the moft Arbitrary 
and defpotic rdgn, and catinot be defended by 
the boldeft .advocate for oppreflion, on any 

Qji prin» 


%zt A Viiw oflri/b Affain 

principle fave, only that tyrannic one> that 
power conjiitutes right.^^On the opening of 
the Englifli pailiament in 0£tober, i722> the 
king obferved^ that the adherents of the Pre- 
tender, were once more determined to attempt 
the fubverfion. of his geverament. He ezpa* 
tiated upon the mildnefs and integrity of 
his own government, and inveighed againft 
the ingratitude, implacability, and madnefs of 
thcf difafie£ted ; concluding with an aflurance, 
that he would fteadily adhere to the confti- 
on in church and ftate, and continue to make 
the laws of the realm, the rule and meafure of 
all his anions. Such addrefles were prefent* 
ed by both houfes, as the fears and attach- 
ment o£ the majority, may be fuppofedto have 
dilated on fuch occafion. A bill was brought 
into the houfe of lords, *for fufpending the 
Habeas Ciorpus a£l for a whole year; but 
they were far from being unanimous in a^ee-* 
ing to fuch an unufual length of time. 

A D 1*7(22 ^^ this fufpenfion, the Eng- 
lifli peers in effeft invefted 
the miniftry with a dictatorial power over the 
lilberties of the nation. The oppofition ta 

this 
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this bill in the houfe of commons was fo vio- 
lent, that Mr. Robert Walpole found it necef- 
larjr to alarm their apprehenfions by a dread- 
ful ftory of a defign to feise the bank and 
exchequer, and to proclaim the Pretender on 
the royal exchange. Their paflions having 
been inflamed by this ridiculous artifice, 
the commons paiTtd the bilt, which immedi* 
ately received the royal alTent. On the 
fixteenth day of November, his Majefty 
fent to the houfe of lords, the original 
printed copy of a declaration, figned by the 
Pretender— It was dated at Lucca, on the 
twentieth of September, in the prefent year, 
and appeared to beapropofal addrefled to 
the fubjefts of Great Britain and Ireland, 
as well as to all foreign princes and ftates. 

A n .^^^ In this paper, the . Chevalier 
A. D. 1722. • J I. 1 

having mentioned the late vio* 

lation of the freedom of eleflionsj oonfpira- 

cies invented to give a colour to new oppref- 

fion ; infamous informers j and the ftate of 

pr^fcription in which he reafonably prefumed 

every honefl man to be ; very gravely propo* 

fed, that if King George would relinqijifh 

0.3 tQ 


to hin\ the throne of Great Britain, he woul4 
in return, confer upon him the title of kinj 
in his native dominion^, and folicit all 
other ftatcs to confirm it : the Chetalier like- 
wife promifed to leave king George his fuc- 
ceffion to the BritiCh dominions fecure, when- 
ever in due courfe bis nj^tural right fliould 
take place. Both houfes unanimoufljr refol- 
ved that this declaration was a falfe, infolent, 
and traiterous lihel : and affured h\s majcfty 
they 'were determined to fupport his title to 
the c^own with their lives and fortunes. 

The commons prepared a bill for raifmg, 
one hundred thoufand pounds a year, upop 
the real and perfonal cftates of all papifts^ 
or perfons educated in the popifh religion, 
towards defraying the cxpences occafioned 
by the late rebellion and diforder. It pafled 
the upper houfe of parliament without amend- 
ment, and was ftamped with the rojral fanc- 
tion. This bill mull evidently appear in the 
eyes of all moderate men to be a fpecies of 
perfecution, and on that principle was oppo- 
sed by many members of the houfe of peers, 

« 

Kiwo 
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KiKO George concluded treaties with al- 
moft every prince and ftate in Europe, and 
they fuccecded each other fo rapidly^ and ap- 
peared at firft view fq intricate and difficult, 
that they can only be accounted for on thefe 
principles, namely, that of afcertaining his 
acquiiitions as £le£lor of Hanover, and his 
refolution to fecure himfelf againft the difaf- 
ie&ion of his Britiih fubjefts, as well as the 
cflForts of the Pretender. Great Britain at 
this period enjoyed profound tranquillity. 

Ireland was a little ruffled by an incident 
which feemed to have been mifreprefented to 
the Irifti. William Wood had obtained a 
patent for furniftiing Ireland with Copper 
currency, in which it was reported to have been 
deficient. A great clamour was raifed 
againft this coin. 

The Irilh parliament which met in Septem- 
ber, refolved, that it would be prejudicial to 
the revenue, deftruflive of trade^ and of dani 
gerous confequence to the rights of the fubjcd; 
that the patent had been granted on mifrcpre- 
^nts^tion ; that the halfpence would be found 

d^ficieftt 
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deficient in weight : that even if the terms 
of the patent had been complied with, there 
would have been a ereat lofs to the na- 
tion ; that granting the power of coinage to 
a private perfon, had ever been prejudicial 
to the kingdom, and would at all times be 
of dangerous confequence, Addrefles from 
both houfes were prefented to the king on 
this fubjeS. The affair was referred to the; 
lords of the privy council in England j they 
juftified the condudl of the patentee, upon 
the report of Sir Ifaac Newton, and other 
officers of the mint, who made the aflay of 
Wood's halfpence, and found he had com- 
plied with the terms of the patent. They 
declared that this currency exceeded in qua- 
lity and quantity, all the copper money 
which had been coined for Ireland, in the 
reigns of king Charles 11. — James 11. — and 
William and Mary. 

A. D: 1723. ^^^ P"^y council, likcwife, 

demonftrated, that his majefty's 
predecefTors, had always exercifed the un- 
doubted prerogative of granting patents in 

Ireland to private perfons ; that none of 

■-';'■ ^ ■ • thefe 


Since the Revolution. 233 

tliefe patents had been fo beneficial to the 
kingdom, as this granted to William Wood, 
who had not obtained it in an unprecedented 
manner, but after a reference to the attorney 
and folicitor general, and after Sir Ifaac 
Newton had bfeen confulted in every par- 
ticular : finally, they proved by a number 
of witncfles, t^at there was a real want of 
fuch money in Irelai^d. Notwithftanding 
this decifion, the ferment was kept up in 
Ireland, particularly by the writings of the 
celeWated Dean Swift, and fome other au- 
thors — So that Wood voluntarily reduced his 
coinage, from the value of one hundred 
thoufand, to that of forty thoufand pounds. 
Thus, the noife was filenced. The com- 
mons of Ireland at this time, palled an a6l 
for accepting the affirmation of the quakers 
inftead of an oath ; and voted three hun- 
dred and forty thoufand pounds, towards 
difcharging the debts of the nation, which 
amounted to about double that fum. 

To put the public debts of the nation into 
a method of being fpeedily and gradually 
paid, has been the repeated theory of patriot- 

ifm, 


234 ^ Vi^w of Irijh Affairs. 

ifm, but unhappily for the fubjcds has nev^r 
been reduced to praftice. Ireland at this 
time was quite barren of fuch events, as 
deferve a place in hiftory. The government 
was firmly eftablifhed, and peace and tranquil- 
lity perfeftly reftored. 

A T\ t.ro* George the L after a reign of 

A. U. 1724 i- . J 

near thirteen years, was ieiased 
with a paralytic diforder on the road to Han- 
over ; he loft the faculty of fpeech, becan^e 
lethargic, and was conveyed in a ftate of in- 
fenfibility to Ofnabruck. There he expired 
on Sunday the nth of June in the year 1727, 
in the fi3fty eighth year of his age. 

George the I. was plain and fimple in his 
perfon and addrefs ; grave and compofed in 
his deportment, though cafy, familiar and fa-? 
cetious in his hours of relaxation. Before h^ 
afcended the throne of Great Britain he had 
acquired a charafter of a good general, and 
a wife prince, who perfeftly underftood and 
fteadily purfued his own intereft. With thefe 
qualities, it cannot be doubted but that hp 
came to England extremely well difpofed to 

govern 
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govern his new fubjefts according to the max- 
ims of tibe Britiih confiitution and the ge- 
pius of the people ; and whenever he devi- 
ated from thefe principles, we may take it 
for granted that he was mifled by the venal 
fuggeftions of a miniftry, whofe power and 
influence were founded on corruption. For 
whenever the miniftry wanted to carry any 
meafure, they rang the changes upon a few 
wordsi that have been repeated ever fince 
Uke cabaliftical founds, by which the nat^ 
^ion was enchanted into a dangerous con« 
pexion with the concerns of the continent. 
They harangued, they infifted upon the ma- 
chinations of the difaffeiSted, the defignsofa 
popiih Pretender, the Proteftant intereft, 
and the balance of power, until thefe ex- 
preflions became abfolutely terms of ridicule 
with every man of common fenfe and re- 
flexion. 

A Tx ^ George the L was too partial 
A. D. 1727, ^ 

to a particular party among bis 
fubje&s, and treated another with fuch fevc- 
rity as occalioned him many troubles, and 

was 
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was the caufe of this reign having been ftain* 
ed by fome fcenes of blood which .vere un- 
known to that of Queen Anne. In the 
reign of George the I. the commerce of En- 
gland flourilhed even under a load of griev- 
ous impofition. But the manufadtures of Ire^ 
land, particularly, the woollen, were verging 
to decay, owing to that monopolizng difpo- 
fuion, which has been fo apparent, in the con- 
duft of the fifter country, on too many oc-- 
cafions. The linen manu£si£lure indeed, in 
the North pf Ireland, was encreafing rapidly j 
and the more fp, as it did not interfere with 
any iimilar manufa£lur^ in Great Britain. 
For it is a truth that, candour requires 
fhould be declared, that the felfifli policy, the 
illiberal and narrow principles of the 
coiumercial interefis of the fifter nation, had 
jiepreSed two long, the trade commence apd 
manufadures of Ireland. 

From the death of Charles II. to that 
of Gteorge I. confiderable improvements took 
place in every branch of literature, poftors 
Atterbury and Clarke diftinguilhed themfelves 
in divinity. John Locke fhone forth the great 

Tcftorer 
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reftorer of human reafon. The Earl of 
Shaftfbury raifed an elegant, though feeble, 
fyftcm of moral philofophy. Berkely Lord 
bilhop of Cloyne, exceeded all his contem- 
poraries in fubtlety and variety of metaphy- 
fical arguments, as well as in the art of de- 
dufiion. Wallis, Halley, and Flaniflead 
made great progrefs in the mathematics and 
aflronomy. But in thofe fciences Sir Ifaac 
Newton eclipfed them all. 

William Conor eve diftinguiflied 'him- 
felfforhis comedies, which are not fo fa- 
mous for ftrength of chara6ler and pow«if of 
humour, as for wit, elegance and regularity. 
Steele in his comedies fuccefsfully engrafted 
modern chara£lers on the ancient drama. 
Farquhar drew his pictures from fancy, rather 
than from nature, and his merit chiefly con- 
fills in the agreeable portnefs and vivacity of 
his dialogue. The fame of Addifon. as a 
poet greatly exceeded his genius, which was 
cold and enervate, but he yielded to none in 
the charader of an effayift either for ftyle or 
matter. Swift whofe mufe feems to have 
been mere mifantrophy, was a cynic rather 
thai a poet, and his natural drynefs and far- 

caftic 


2-^% A Vi^ of Iri/b Affairs 

catftic feverity would have been difagrccabic, 
had he not qualified them by adopting the 
extravagant humour of Lucian and Rabelais. 
Prior was lively, familiar and amufing. Rowe 
was folemn florid and declamatory. Pope 
was the prince of lyric poetry, he was unri- 
valled in fatire, ethics, and polifhed verfi- 
fication. Parnell was agreeable. Garth wild 
witty and whimfical. Gay's fables may vie 
with thofe of La Fontaine, in native humour, 
eafe, and fimplicity ; his genius for paftoral was 
truly original. Doftor Bentley ftood foremoft 
in the lift of critics and commentators. The 
moft remarkable political writers were, Dave- 
nant, Hore, Molineaux, Swift, Steele, Ad- 
difon, Bolingbroke, and Trenchard^^ 

It is to be lamented that princes in general 
are fo carelefs in their temper, or fo little en- 
dowed with the virtue of liberality, that they 
have allowed many authors of virtue and 
probity, to live in obfcurity and die in want, 
and men of the greateft merit, aided by the 
moft powerful abilities and genius, have been 
neceffitated to write for bread. Craving cour- 
tiers, parafites and fycophants furround prin- 
ces 
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M8 and courts, and engrofs that expence, 
which would be much better beftowed on the 
encouragement of literary merit. 

Lew IS XIV. conferred penfions on learned 
men throughout all Europe ; his academics 
were dire£ied by rules and fupported by fa- 
larieSk 4i generoiity which does great honour 
to his memory, and in the eyes of all the 
ingenious part of mankind will be eileemed an 
atonement for many of the errors of his reign. 
We may be furprifed, that this example fhould 
not be more followed by princes ; fince it is 
certain that this bounty fo extenfive, fo bene- 
ficial, and fo much celebrated, coft not that 
monarch fo great a fum as is often conferred on 
one fingle, ufelefs overgrown favourite or 
courtier. 

A D 1^2*7 ^^ ^^^ acceffion of George 

the Second, the Englifh nation 
had great caufe to wifti for an alteration of 
meafures. The public debt, notwithftanding 
the boafted oeconomy and management of 
the minifters, was now increafed to fifty mil- 
lions^ two hundred and fixty one thoufand, 

tw« 
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two hundred and (isc pounds. The nauon 
was bewildered in a labyrinth of treaties and- 
conventions, by which it flood engaged to 
pay fubfidies to lijany^ continental powers, 
with whom its real 'intcreft could never be 
conneifted . 

The wealth of the nation had been la-* 
vifhed upon thefe foreign connexions ; upoa 
nnneceffary wars, and unfuccefsful expe- 
ditions. Dangerous encroachments had becii 
made upon the conftitution; by the repeal 
of the aft for triennial parliaments; by 
frequent fufpenfions of the habeas corpus 
aft, upon frivolous occaiions ; by repealing 
claufes in the aft of fettlcment ; by votes of 
credit ; by habituating the people to a (land- 
ing army ; and abpve all, by eftablifhing a 
fyftem of corruption, which at all times 
would fecurc amajority in parliament. The 
nature of prerogative was now fo well ua- 
derftood, and fo fecurely limited and rc- 
ftrained, that it could no longer be ufed for 
the fame oppreffive purpofes as formerly ; 
and an avowed extenfion of the prerogative 
was too. bold a meafurefor either the coutage 

or 
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br refolutionof tHej>refent ifiiniftry td cycrt: 
They knew their own ftfength, and had re- 
tourfe to a' itiore oertain iad ^fftfbiil expe^ 
dient. 

The yice, Jjaxtiry, afid proftitution of 
the SLgt ; the almoft aoial extindion of fen- 
timent^ honour, and public fpirit j had jpre- 
pared the minds of men for flaveiy and cor^* 
ruptioni The mean^ itere in the hand^ of 
the miniftryj the puWic trcafure was at 
iheir deVdtion) they multiplied places and 
penfions to encresifethe number of their crea*^ 
tures : they lavifhed ,the money of the na- 
tion without tafte, difcernment, decency, or 
remorfe ; they inlifted an army of the moft 
abandoned mercenaries^ whom they employed 
to vindicatef the' worft meafures, in the face 
of truths common fenfe, and common ho- 
nelly : and they did not fail to ftigmatize as 
Jacobites and enemies to the government, all 
thofe who prefumed to queftion the merit of 
their adminiftration^ 

An expTefs arriving dn the/ourteentb of 

June, with zH account of the' king's death, 

.Vol. I. R; Ki<ig 
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King George, Ae Second, repaired from 
Richmond, where he received this intelli- 
gence, to Leicefter-houfe j and th^e members 
of the privy council being aflembled, were 
fwom anew. His majefty declared his firm 
determination to maintain a^d pre&rve the 
confiitution in church aad fiate, and ^\o cul- 
tivate thofe alliances which his father had 
made with foreign princes. On thenext day he 
was proclaimed king of Great Britain. All the 
great officers of ftate continued in their pla- 
ces. Sir Robert Walpole, kept pofleflion of 
the treafury, and the fyftem of politics, 
which the late king had eftabliftied, under-^ 
went na fort of alteration. Ireland at the 
commencement of this reign found herfelf 

happy under the government of Lord Car- 
teret. The parliament that allembled in the 
month of September, 175^9, approved them-- 
felves the fathers of their country ;• for in 
fome time after this feffion, which was^, both 
condufted and concluded with fo much 
harmony and patriotifm, they eftabliflied 
funds for the difcharge of the public debts, 
and for fupporting the expences of govern- 
ment : they enaded falutary laws, for the 

encouragement 
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encouragement of nianufa£lures, trade and 
agriculture ; they alfo formed many wife 
regulations in different branches of civil oe- 
conomy, Lo#d Carter et returned to Great 
Britain ; and was fucceededby the Duke of 
Dorfct. Lord Carteriet, by a mild and moderate 
government, made the Irifti happy and content- 
cd ; he checked and reftrained the mofl: de- 
ftgning and artful part of the nation, and 
ibothed the moft violent. He controled prodi- 
gality, and encouraged induftry ; he promoted 
the'c^mmerce, and gave fpirit to the drooping 
manufadures of the country ; he was ftu- 
gal of the public money and hoftile to ve- 
nality and corruption. By fuch conduft. 
Lord Cartefet, has tranfmitted to pofterity, 
in the faithful regifter of Irifti gratitude, a 
liame that muft be revered for its wifdom, 
its virtue, and its philanthropy. The ad- 
minift ration of Lord Carteret, proves that a 
chief govetnor of Ireland, may at tbc fame 
time ferve and promote the intereft of the 
crown, and conciliate the affeAioiis and ef- 
teem of the people. 

R 2 Thu 
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A D I '7 20 '^"^ hiftory of Ireland, for 

fomc time fubfequent to this 
period, is no way interefting nor remarkable 
for events of any great moment or impor- 
tance ; while Great Britain was engaged in 
an annual revolution of debates in parlia- 
ment, debates in which the fame arguments 
perpetually recur on the fame fubjefts. At 
this period, the interior government of Great 
Britain was condu£led by Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, a man of extraordinary talents, who 
from low beginnings, raifed himfelf to the 
head of the treafury. He was endowed with 
a fpecies of eloquence^ which, though neither 
nervous nor elegant, flowed with great faci- 
lity, and was fo plaufibk on all fubje£i$, that 
even when he mifreprefented the truths whe^ 
tber from ignorance or defign ; he rarely 
failed to perfuade that part of his audience, 
for whofe hearing his fpeech was particularly 
intended. He was an avowed enemy to the 
Tory party. He was moreover intimately ac- 
quainted with the nature of the public funds,^ 
and well underftood the whole myftery of flock 

jobbing. This knowledge produced a con- 
nexion 
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nezion between him and the money-corpora- 
tions, which ferved to enhance his importance. 

AD 1^7 ^2 ^^ perceived the bulk of 

m«[ikind was attached by a for- 
did thirft of lucre, and he had fagacity 
enough \o convert the degeneracy of the 
times to his own advantage and emolument ; 
and on this, aiid this alone, he founded the 
entire fuperftruAure of his adminift ration. 
His influence was fuch, that all objections 
vaniflied before his unbounded power, which , 
nothing but the immediat^e danger of popular 
commotion could poffibly check. 

Such interpofition once aftually defeated 
the famous excife fcheme, which had been 
vigoroufly adopted by Walpole. The excife 
fyftem Walpole introduced on the princi- 
ple of preventing numerous frauds and per- 
juries, whereby the public revenue wa»v 
very confiderably injured, and the fair tra* ^ 
der ruined. But the meafure of a general 
excife was oppofed, on the grounds that it 
would prove deftrudive to trade, and dan- 
gerous to the liberty of the fubjeft. It was 

wifely 
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wifely fuggcftcd, that it would be produdivc 
of a fwarm of cxcifc officers, appointed and 
payed by the crown, confequently dependent 
on it, and by which it wouM ftill be ena- 
bled to make further ftrides in influencing 
the freedom of eleftions. Had Walpole on 
this occaiion nothing to encounter, but the; 
oppofition within doors, he would have un- 
doubtedly carried hi» fcheme into effeft ; but 
the whole- nation was alarmed, and clamoured 
loudly againft the bill. The populace bloeked 
up all the avenues to the houfe of commons, 
and even infulted the perfons of thole mem- 
bers who were known to favour the excife 
fcheme. Sir Robert Walpole at length began to 
be in fear of his life, and poftponed the bill. 
The mifcarriage of this bill was celebrated 
with public rejoicings, in London and Weft- 
minfter ; and the minifter was burnt in effigy 
by the populace. The fubjeft which of all 
others employed the eloquence and abilities 
of both fides of the houfe to the moft power- 
ful exertions, was a bill introduced for the re- 
peal of the Septennial Aft, and for the more 
frequent meeting and calling of parliament. It 
w^as •afferted that the feptennial law, was an 

encroachment 
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encroachment on the rights of the people ; a 
law pafled by a parliamcat that made itfelf 
feptennial. 

. p. The miniftry challenged the 

A. u, 1733' r ' J 

oppoiition to produce one 

inftance in which the leaft encroachment had 
been made on the liberties of the people fmce 
the feptennial aft took place : and they defied 
the moft ingenious and refined malice to 
prove, that his prefent majefty had ever at- 
tempted to extend the prerogative beyond its 
legal bounds. On the other fide, it was main- 
tained, that the law relative to treafon was 
materially changed fince that period ; that in 
former times a man was tried by a jury of his 
neighbours, within the county where the 
crimes were alledged to have been commit- 
ted ; but by an a6i of a feptennial parliament 
he might be removed and tried any where 
that either the crown pr minifter pleafed. It 
was afkcd if the riot aft had not been an en- 
croachment on the rights of the people. An 
aft by which a little infignificant juftice of the 
peace, the meaneft and vilefl: tool a minifter 
CTU ufe, who perhaps fubfifts by his being in 

the 
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the commiffipA, and may be deprived of .that 
fubfiftence at the pleafure of his patron, bad 
it in his power to put a number of the beft 
fubjedls in tl^e kingdom to death, without 
any trial o|* form, l?ut that of reading a procla^ 
mation. However, notwithftanding the moft 
Vurarm, the moft nervous and the moft pathetic 
ftr^ns of eloquence in favouy of the bill, it 
was fuppreffed by a corrupt majority of Wal- 
pole*s creatures. 

* ■ 

In the feffion of 1735, a petition was pre- 
fented to the houfe of commons of Ireland, 
by Benjamin Copland and othe]:s, on behalf of 
themfelves and the reft of the S^rmers, gra- 
ziers of Ireland, fctting forth, ** that feveral 
" of the petitioners have been of late, and 
now are, fued for the tithes qf the agiftment 
of dry and barren cattle, notwithftanding 
that according to the beft information they 
** have had, no fuch tithes have been ever 
^' paid, or even demanded in this kingdom 
" until a few years fince, and piaying relief, 
:^ therein .•• * ^ 

A cora- 
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A committee of thirty feven members was 
then appointed to examine the allegations of 
the faid petition, and to report their proceed- 
ings and opinion thereon, -The committee 
refolved, that the petitioners had proved the 
allegations of their petition, to the fatisfadion 
of the committee. The houfe accordingly 
ordered, that leave be given to bring in heads 
of a bill for afcerfaining the tithe of herbage, 
or agiftment of dry and barren cattle in Ire- 
land, and fettling the iSethods of recovering 
the fame. By this it fully appears, that it was 
the decided fenfe of the houfe of commons, 
that the tithe of agiftment was a legal and ex- 
ifting part of the property of the clergy of Ire- 
land at that period. We have not been able to 
difcover whether any fuch heads of a bill were 
introduced ; but certain it is, no fuch bill 
pafled. However the oppofers of the clergy 
feeoied aware, that the petition and order 
above recited were rather too favourable to 
their claim of agiftment tithe, and probably 
Reclined to bring in the bill, which, according 
to the tenor of the order, would have recog- 
nized the title of the clergy. 

The 
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The enemies pf the agiftment tithe took 
pew ground for their attack, and on the fifth 
of March, 1735, a petition of Samuel Law, 
and other gentlemen and landholders of the 
county of Meath, was prefented to the houfe, 
fetting forth, " that the clergy in the fevcral 
" parts where the p,etitioners dWell, have com- 
" menced and threaten to commence fuits for 
*' a new kind oftith^, under the name of agift- 
" ment of dry and barren cattle grievous 
" to the petitioners and praying relief,'' On 
this petition a committee of thirty feven mem- 
bers was appointed, and on the i^th of March, 
the report of the committee and their refolu- 
tions thereon were laid before the houfe. The 
refolution was as follows : " refolved, that 
the petitioners have fully proved the allega- 
tions of their petition, to th^ fatisfaflion of 
the committee, and defervc the ftrong^ft affift-F 
ance the houfe can give them. •* 

The houfe agfeed to. this refolution and 
refolved, that the allotments, glebes, and 
known tithes, with other ecclefiaftical emolu- 
ments, afcertained before this new (which they 
ignorantly called fo) demand of tithe of agift- 
ment 
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meat for dry and barren cattle, are an 
honourable and plentiful prpvifion for the 
clergy of Ireland. 

It was alfo refolved, that the demand of the 
lithe of agiftment, was grievous and burthen- 
fome to both landlords and tenants. And a 
motion was put and carried, that the com- 
mencing fuits upon thefe demands, muft im- 
pair the proteftant intereft, by driving many 
ufeful hands out of the kingdom^, and occa- 
Son popery and infidelity to gain ground by 
the cdntefts which would neceffarily arife be- 
tween the laity and clergy. This bufinefs was 
then concluded by this refolution. " Refolved, 
" that all legal ways and means ought to be 
** made ufe of, to qppofe tM attempts that ftiall 
^* hereafter be framed to carry demands of 
" agiftment tithe into execution, until a proper 
" remedy can be provided by the legifiature.'^ 


It furely M^as an extraordinary doftrine, to 
call the tythe of agiftment a new demand, 
as nothing can be more certain, or better efta- 
bliftied in law, than that the tithe of agiftment 
is due by the common law, as iijdifputably 

0m * 


as 
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as the tithe of hay or corn. Corrupt as thofc 
dayis were, the members muft have known 
that an expreffed opinion of that houfe could 
not change the laws of the land, or d,eprive 
a whole body of men, an integral part of the 
ftate, of their legal property. If it were not 
their propeny, the courts of juftice would 
foon pronounce the law agaijift them. 
The clergy were intimidated by this refolution 
from a profecution of their juft rights, as no 
clergyman has been found bold enough, to give 
the law of the land an opportunity of ftrug- 
gling with an half exprefled opinion, of one 
houfe of parliament. As the refolution is not 
grounded on law, let us examine if it was 
founded on found policy, or on the real inte- 
lefts of the country. 

No man who has read a page in hiftory, and 
who has looked round him, and contemplated 
the habits, arts, and manners of the living 
world, can for an inftant entertain a doubt but 
tillage is preferable to pafturage, a mode of oc- 
cupying the foil, which enriches the few and 
fiarves the many, which converts the moft de- 
lightful plains of Ireland, into filent forlorn. 
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and defolate wafte ; which nips population, 
iuduftry and national profperity in the bud, by 
preventing the means of earning an honeft 
fubfiftence by ufefiil labour. Pafturage, when 
too far extended, neceflarily produces all thefe 

evils. 

» 

Thus, by this impolitic refolution, the fub- 
fiflence of the clergy was in future to be con- 
fined to that fpecies of land which ought lead 
to be burthened, and to that clafs of people, 
which in found policy, fhould be moft effec- 
tually encouraged and fuppdrted. Thus a 
bounty was granted to extend the propagation 
of a national evil, while the real cultivator of 
the foil fhould repine at an incumbrance, 
though fandioned by law, from which in- 
trigue, influence, and the felfiihnefs of inter- 
efted men in power, had relieved his indolent 
and defolating neighbours. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Violent debate on the Motion^ introduced into the 
Britijh Parliamenty for a Settlement on the 
Prince of Wales — Rebellion exited by the young 
Pretender — His total defeat by the Duke of 
Cumberland — Peace of Aix la Chapelle — 
Death of the Prince of Wales — An A St for 
changing, the old Style — Difputes in the Irijb 
Parliament — Earthquake at Lifbon — Death of 
Admiral Byng — Attempt of Damien on the 
French King — Proceedings in Ireland — The 
jRefolutions of the Irijh Parliament -^Thurofs 
I^^fS^ 9f landing in Ireland fruflrated. 


A. D. 1736. T 


N the Britifti Parliament 
Mr. Pulteney introduced z 
motion, for to addrefs his majcfty to fettle 
one hundred thoufand pounds a year, on 
the Prince of Wales. He reprefentcd that 
fuch a fettlement was both reasonable and 
neceflary, to maintain the independency of 
the heir apparent to the crown, and that a 
fimilar one had been enjoyed by his prcfent 
inajefty, during the life of his father* 

This 
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This motion was the fubjcA of no fmall 
contention ; and was flrenuoufly oppofed by 
Walpole, as an encroachment on the prero- 
gative ; as an officious intermeddling in 
the king's aflFairs, and. as an effort to fet his 
majcfty and the prince at variance. But 
a niifunderftanding had already taken place 
in the royal family. 

Walpoi-e informed the houfe, that his 
majefty, in order to prevent any bad cou- 
fcquences that might refult from any undu- 
tiful meafure, the prince might be advifed 
to purfue ; would fettle a fuitable join- 
ture on the Princefs of Wales ; and that in 
order to render the prince's allowance of 
fifty thoufand pounds a year, lefs precarious, 
he would grant to the Prince of Wales, the 
faid fifty thoufand pounds a year during his 
own life, exclufive of the prince's revenues 
arifing from the duchy of Cornwall- Wal- 
pole endeavoured to demonftrate that this 
provifion was as much as the king could 
afford for the prince's fupport and main- 
tenance ; and he largely expatiated on the 
dangerous confcquences that might enfue, if 
the fon fhould be rendered altogether inde- 
pendent of the father. 

The 
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The fupporters of the motion obferved^ 
that the allowaoacc was tot^ly inadequate 
to defray the prince's yearly expence, with- 
out one fhillipg for a6ls of either charity or 
munificence ; but after a warm and long 
debate, the motion was reje6led. 

While the continent of Europe, and 
the ifles of America, were expofed to the rava- 
ges of war, and fubjefted to the yiciflitndes 
of fortune, Great Britain was threatened with 
a dangerous convulfion in the internSil de- 
partments of the ftate. Thefon of the Chevalier 
de St. George, fired with ambition, and anima- 
ted with the hope of afcending the throne of 
his anceftors, refolved to make an eflfort for 
that purpofe. The time he chofe for exciting 
an inteftine commotion in Great Britain, was 
extremely favourable to his views. 

A T^ ^ Scotland was quite unfurnifti- 

y\. D. 1 745. , ^ 

ed ^ith troops, and in many 
places difaffefled ; the Jacobites were nume- 
rous in England ; King George was in Ger- 
many; and the Duke of Cumberland at 
the head of the Englifli army was Employed 

in 
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in Flandfers; At this junflure, the young. 
Pretender landed in Scotland, but without 
either money or forces ; however, in a ,fliort 
time, he was joined by a confiderable num- 
ber of Highlanders, under their rcfpefiivc 
^chiefs. England was now completely alarmed. 

The lords of the regency iffued a procla-* 
mation, bfferipg a reward of thirty thoufand 
pounds, to any pcrfon who fhould appre- 
hcnd th<? Prince adventurer ; and a courier 
was difpatched to Holland, to haft en the re- 
turn of his toajefty, who arrived in England 
about the end Auguft, in this year. Bodies 
of volunteers were incorporated in Ion- 
xlon, and many other places ; affociations 
were formed, and large contributions were 
faifed in different towns, counties and com- 
munities, and the moid Vigorous preparati- 
ons were made throughout the nation. 

/ 

The pfotcflant clergy of all denomiijations 
exerted their utmoft ardour in preaching 
againft the popifh religion anci the Pretcn- 
4«r ; atd th^ ftiends of the govefmneofi 
Vere eacoiiragedj sinimated and coaBiiaed 

Vol. I. 3 iri 
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in their principlei, by fevcral fpiritnal pro- 
du6lio]i6 publilhed on the occafion. In a 
word, ihc niafs of the people feemed unani- 
moufly bent upon oppofing the Pretender, 
who ncvenhelefs, had^already made furprifing 
progrefs* 

His arrival in Scotland was no fooner con- 
firmed, than. Sir John Cope, who command- 
ed the troops in that Kingdom, aflembled what 
force he could colleft together, and advanced 
againft the rebels. By this time, the young 
Pretender had poflefied himfelf of Edin- 
burgh, where he caufed his father to be pro- 
claimed, and alfo publifhed a manifefto, ia 
which he was appointed by his father, regent 
of his dominions. 

During thefc tranfaclions General Cope 
advanced to Edinburgh, to give the enemy 
battle. But the young Pretender engaged 
him at Prefton-Pans, and gained a complete 
viftory over him. From this viftory the 
Pretender derived manifold and important 
advantages : hi* followers were armed, his 
party encouraged,* and his enemies intimi- 
dated. 

But 
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feuT he was not yet in a condition to take ad- 
vantage of that cOnfternatibn which his late 
fuccefs had diifiifed throughoiit the nation. 
While the Pretender cndeavoui-ed to im- 
prove the advantages he had acquired. Great 
Britain took every poflible meafure to check' 
his progrefs. Immediately ^fier the opening 
brthe Britifti parltainent, the Duke of Cum- 
berland arrived from the Netherlands. The 
trained bands of London were reviewed by his 
hiajefty : tbfe county regiments were comple- 
ted ; the volunteers induilrioufly applied 
themfelves to the ufe and exfercife of* af ms ; 
tod the whole Eriglim nation feemed to rife 
lip as one man againft jhis forniidable inva- 
der. The youhg Preteiider hiving muftercd 
a numerous aitmy, made a felly into England, 
tod in veiled Carlifle, which in three (fays 
furrendered. Beit he fotind k cdnfiderablc 
ftore of a^ms ; and his father was proclaimed 
king of Great Britain, 4ncl himfeif declared re- 
gent, by the magiftfates. In their formilitiesi 
From thence he matched within one hundred 
miles of the capfital, which was now filled with 
the utmtfft terror and coiifternation. 
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This ftate of fufpenfe was of fhort duration*. 
The young Pretender had now advanced into 
the middle of the kingdom and not a foul ap- 
peared in his behalf; he therefore determi- 
ned to retire to Scotland, and this young adven- 
turer efTeded a retreat thither, perhaps as fur^ 
prifing as any that ever was performed. But 
the moft remarkable circumftance of this expe- 
dition, was the moderation and regularity 
with , which thefe ferocious troops conduced 
themfelves in a country abounding with plun-' 
der. No violence was offered ; no outrage 
committed ; and they were effeflually re- 
ft rained from ^the exercife of rapine. Not- 
withftanding: the excelEye cold, the hunger 
and fatigue to whicb they muft have been ex- 
pofed, tBey left behind them no lick, and loft 
only a few ftragg^ers ; .they .retired with de- 
liberation and carried off their cannon in 
the face of their enemy. After this the Pre- 
tender routed and defeated general Hawley 
at Falkirkj^ the greateft part of whofe troops 
fled in the utmoft confternation. Genetal Haw- 
ley having boafted, that with two regiments 
of dragoon^ he would drive the rebel army 
from one end of the kingdom to the other, 

incurred 
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incurred abundance of cenfure for the difpo- 
fition he made, as well as for his conduft 
before and after- the aftion; and the Duke 6f 
Cumbeiland was chofen to take the command 
of th^ army in Scotland. 




The Duke put himfclf immediately atifhe 
head of the forces, and on the fifteenth 6f^ 
April, in the year 1746, he came up to the 
rebels on Culloden Moor, an4 "in Icfs than 
thirty minutes he totally defeated the Preten- 
der's entirje army, 

A D I ^ ^ However the glory of the vic- 
tory was fullied by the barbarity 
of the foldiers. They had been provoked by 
their former difgraqes to the moft favage 
thirft of revenge. Not content with 'the 
blood which was fhed in the heat of a&ion, 
they traverfed the field, after the enemye's 
defeat and maflacred thofe miferable wretch- 
es who lay maimed and expiring ; nay fome 
officers adied a fanguiuary part in this cruel 
fcene of aflfaiTmation : it was the triumph of 
^w illiberal minds, uninfpired by ftnti- 
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ment, untinftured by humanity. Thus, in 
one Ihort hour all the young adventurer's 
hopes were extingui^ed apd the rebeflioi; 
completely cfuflied.. 

• • 

r 

m 

Th« Pretender difmiflcd his followers and 
wandered a^out, a wretched and folitary fugi- 
tifte, aosong. the ifles and mountains, for th^ 
fpace of five months, and underwent fuch a 
feries of dangers, hardfhips, and mifery, as 
probably no pther perfoaevef outjivcd. In the 
' month of May the Duke of Cumberland fent de» 
tachments off on all hands to hunt down thefitv 
gitives, and defolatp the country with fire and 
fword. They plundered andbyrncd every houie, 
hut and habitation, they met with, without dif- 
tinftion; they carried off all the cattle and 
provifions. Th^ men were either fliot on the 
mountains like wild beafts, or put to death 
in cold blood without forfn of tria| : the 
women, after having feen their l^ulbands and 
fathers murdered, Were fubjeAed to brutal 
violation, and then turned out naked, with 
their children, to ftarve on the barren heath. 
One whole family was enclpfed in a barn and 
Vpufumed to aCtics. So alert were thefemi- 
kiifters of vengeance in the execution of their 

abominable 
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abominable office, that in tbe courfe of a few 
days there was neither houfe, cottage, man 
nor bead to be feen in the compafs of fifty 
miles ; all was rain, filencc, and defolation. 

The humane reader cannot refle6i: 
upon fuch a fcene, without being imprefifed 
with the decpeft fenfe of grief and horror ; 
but what mull have been the fenfations of tlie 
fugitive prince, when he heheld thefe ^Cn 
plorable monuments of woe, and confidered 
them the melancholy fruits of his ambition ? 
He was now furroupded by armed troops, 
who chafed him from hill to dale, from rock 
to cavern, and from Ihore to fhore. At 
times he lurked in caves and cottages, withouit 
attendants, or any other fuppqrt but that 
which the pooreft peafant could fupply. 
Si^metimes he was rowed in fiihing-^boats 
frW ifle to ifle, among the Hebrides and 
often in fight of his purfuers. For fome days, 
lie afTumed woman's attire, and even pafle4 
through the midft of his enemies unknown; 
but iinderllanding his difguife yfzs difcover ^ 
ed, he put on the habit of a travelling moun- 
taineer, and wandered about among the 
^oods and bogs with a matted beard and 

. fqualid 


fqualid look% expofed to hunger, thirft and fa- 
tigue, and lii conftarit apprehenfions of being 
taken by his enemy. IJe was obliged to com- 
mit his life to the fidelity of more t]ian fifty 
individuals, and moft of thefe in .the loweft 
walks ojF life ; ' wfio knew tjiat a price of 
thirty thoufand pounds was fet upon bis 
head ; and that by betraying him, they (hould 
enjoy wealth and affluence \ but they ab- 
horred the idea of obtaidng riches on . (uch 
infamous terms, and fupplied his neceffities 
yivUti fidelity and zeal, • even at the rilk of 
their own ruin. 

In the courfc of thefe peregrinations he was 
more than once (iirrounded by his purfuers, 
in fuch a manner as appeared to preclude all 
hope of efcape ; yet he never abandoned bim- 
felf t!o defpair, nor was he ever deprived of 
lecolleftion or prefence of mind. Ifc ftill 
found fome expedient t^at refcued him 
from captivity and death; and during the 
•whole courfe of his woes and diftrefs, he pre^ 
ferved the moft aftonl(hing equanimity of 
mind, and uniformity of temper. ' At length 
he was conveyed to France iii a privateer of 

St. Maloes, 
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St. Maloes, hired by fome of his Irilh adherens 
for that purpofe. Although it has been the prac- 
tice of England, to hold out Ir. land, as a land 
of turbulence and commotion ; yet, fmce the 
revolution, and the fucceffion of the houfe of 
Brunfwick, the Irifti have demeaned them- 
fclves in a manner that refleds the greateft 
credit on themfelves and their country, and 
this at a period when they fuffered feverely, 
and H^d frequent caufe of complaint againft 
the fifter nation. 

The Irifh nation in general were no way 
implicated in this and the preceding rebeU 
lion if we except a few individuals who in- 
terefted themfelves in the fate of this unfor- 

^ ' • I ' • 

tunate adventurer. 

* * 

The rebellion being quelled, the Britifh 
legiflature refolved to make examples of thofe 
who had been concerned in difturbing the 
peace of their country. An zSi of^attainder 
pafled againft the principal perfons who had 
embarked in this defperate undertaking, and 
courts were opened in different parts of Eng- 
land for the trial of the prifoners. Upwards 
-' ' of 
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of one hundred and fifty were executed as trai- 
tors ; and the Earls of Kilmarnock, Balraerino, 
Dcrwentwater, and Lovat/ were beheaded oa 
Tower Hill. 

The peace of Aix La Chapelle put a period 
to a war, which in a great meafure, nurfed this 
rebellion ; and with the war, terminated the ' 
hopes ,of the Pretender to the crown of 
Great Britain : for after the conclufion of 
this treaty, the French King promifed that 
Charles Edward Stuart Ihould quit his domi- 
nions- An ordinance of .the French court 
pailed to that effcft, which the Pretender 
|iot complying with, was feized by a guard of 
French foldiers, by whom he was detained 
until he obeyed the ordinance; thus only 
were, peace and tranquility reftored to the 
Britifti dominions, and war ceafed all over 
Europe. The treaty of Aix, however un- 
liable or inglorious it might appear to thofe 
few who underftood the wterefts, and felt 
for the honour of their country, was never- 
theless not unwelcome to the|iaiion iu general. 


* 
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The Englifti miniftry will always find it 
piore difficult to fatisfy the people at the 
conclufion of a fuccefsful campaign, than 
at the end of an unfortunate war. The En- 
glifti are impatient of mifcarriages and difap- 
pointment, and too apt to be intoxicated wiih 
yidory. At this time they were wearied 
of the burthens; and fick of the difgraces, 
to which they had been expofed, during 
feven tedious campaigns. They had fuffered 
great lodes, and their commerce, the chief 
fource of their opulence being interrupted ; 
they were convinced it w^ould be fettered and 
clogged with additiop^l duties, for the fup-. 
port of a continental war, and that of fo. 
reign fubfidiaries ; and they drew weak 
hopes of future fuccefs, either from the 
conduft of their allies, 'or from the capacity 
of their commanders. To a people influen- 
ced by thefe confi derations, the reftoration ' 
of a free trade, the refpite from that anx- 
iety and apprehenfion which the profecution 
of a war never fails to excite, and the prof- 
peA of a fpeedy deliverance from oppreffivc 
impofitions^ were advantages that fweetened 
the bitter draught qf a dilhonourable treaty. 
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and induced the nation to acquiefce iii the 
peace, not barely without murmuring, but 
even with feme degree of fatisfaftion and 
applaufe. Some time after, an event happened, 
which overwhelmed the people with grief 
and confternarion, 

AD IT o ^*^ Royal Highnefs the Prince 

of Wales, was feized with a 
pleuretic . diforder ; and after a Ihort illnefs 
expired, on the twentieth day of March, to 
the unfpeakable afflidion of his Royal Con- 
fort, and the fincere and unfeigned forrow 
of all who wiihed well to their country. 
This excellent prince, who now died in the 
forty-fifth year of his age, was poffeffed of 
every amiable quality which could engage 
the affeAions of the nation : a tender and 
obliging hufband, si fond parent, a kind 
mafter, liberal, generous, candid and hu- 
mane, a munificent patron of the arts, an 
unwearied friend to merit ; well difpofed tQ 
aflert th(e rights of mankind in general, and 
warmly attached to the interefts of Great 
]^ritaiu. 
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The nation could not but be afflidied at 
feeing a prince of fuch expeAations ravilhed 
from their hopes ; and their grief was the 
better founded, as the king was: alreadj.ad- 
vanced to a mature age, and iht heir, apparent, 
George, now Prince of Wales was a minor. 
His majefly, forefeeing the inconveniencies; that 
might refult from a minority, refolved to fe- 
cure thc'fucceffion by a parliamentary! fajae- 
tion. A bill accordingly pafled, whereby it 
was en aft ed, that when the imperial : crown 
Ihould defccnd to any of the late princefs fons, 
being under the age of eighteen years, his 
mother the Princefs Dowager of Walesi. ihould 
be guardian of his perfon, and regem ,p{ the 
Britifh dominions, until he ihould arrive at 
the age of majority^ with certain powers asid 
limitations as were thought neccflary and 
expedient. 

Onx of the moil remarkable afls which 
pailed in this feifion in the Britiih parliament, 
was that for r^ulating the commencement of 
the year, and corre£ling the calendar accord- 
ing to the Gregorian computation, which had 
been . adopted by all the other nations in 
Europe. Almoft every day iince the conclu- 

iioQ 
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fion of the war^ esthibited frefti inllances df 
robbery and rapine, the undoubted confe- 
quences of the redu6^ion of the army and 
narvy. j perjury, fraud and eircumvemioli 
wereunivierfally predominant in Great Britain, 
and the nation difplayed a liioft aftonifhing 
JQfmble df Tirttie and vice, honour and in- 
famy, corapaflion and obduracy, fentiment 
and brutality. 

9 

The fubiirb^ of the faetropoUs aboundeci 
with a vaft number of public houles, which 
perpetually refounded with the noife of riot 
and intemperance ; they were the receptacles 
of Mlenefe, fralud and rapine ; and the feriii- 
napieS'Or drunkennefs, debauchery, extra?* 
vftganoe, and every fpecies of vice incident tof 
human nature; An aft ofthe legiflaturefbrthe 
fuppreffion of thefe infernal haunts, Was not 
attended with the defired eflefts. The ma- 
giftrates were invefted with the power of 
granting or j^efufing licences, but numbers 
of them to the reproach of government^ 
were men of profligate lives, needy, ignorant, 
and rapacious, who often afted from the moft 
infamous, and fcandalous principles of fel-* 
iifli avarice. 

Th4 
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Tfitt praAice ' of clandeftine marriages 
was now prevalent to the higheft degree. 
The fons and daughters of refpeflable fami- 
lies, before they had attained the years of 
dlfcretion, were feducdd in their afFeftion's, 
and decoyed into connexions, replete with 
infamy and ruin ; and thcfe xvere very much 
facilitated by the opportunities thjit occurred, 
of being inftaAtaneoufly united by the cere- 
mony of marriage, in the firft tranfport of 
paffion, before the devoted vi6lim had time 
to cool or deliberate on the fubjedl. Eor 
this purpofe there was a band of profligate 
mifcreants,''Vhe refufe of the clergy, dead to 
c\^ery fentiment of virtue, abandoned to all 
fenfe of decency and decorum, indeed* the 
very outcafts of focietj^', who iilied like por- 
ters for '^mploymentj dnd performed tlie ce- 
remony of marriage, without cither licenfe 
ov*^ queftion, in cellars, garrets, and ale 
houfes — to the fcandal of religion, and the 
dilgrace of that venerable and refpedtable 
funflion whicti they profaned by pfofeffing. 
The eafewith which this ecclefiaftical fandiion 
was obiained, and the vicious difpofnion of 
ihofe wretches, open to-theprafliccof fraud and 

corruption 
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corruption, were produflive. of polygaraf, 
indigence, conjugal inlidcliiy, proftitution, 
and every curfe that could embitter tbe roar*- \ 

liage ftate- The legiflature cnaded a law to 
reftrain and prevent thefe abufes— but it had 
been fonad ineffeftual, as . it may ea' ly b^ 
eluded by a pleafant voyage to the . oonti-» 
nem, or a (hort journey to North Btiiain, 
where the indiflblubleknot may be ti^d with- 
out, fcruple or interruption. 

A n .^.. In the beginning of tVis yeaf 
" , violent difputjes arofe betweca 
the government and the commons of Ire- 
land, of the almoft forgotten fubje^s o^ 
privilege and prerogative. The commons 
cQuceiyed they had an undoubted right to ap- 
ply the (urplus-of the revenue, towards na- 
tioual purpofes ; without the confent of their 
fovereign, and accordingly, in tbe year (toe 
thoufand, feven hundred and foJrty nine, 
prepared a bill with this preamble " Where- 
" as, on the 25th of March Uft> a confidera- 
** ble balance remained in tbe hand9 of the 
** vice treafurer, or receivers general of the 
f' Kingdom, or their deputy or deputies, uii-* 

" applicdi 
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** ippiicd J and it i*ill be fof yotir tokjcftyV 
" fervicc, and for the cafe of your faithful 
fubje£i8 in li^eladd, that fo much thereof- 
as cau be coQVe&ientl]f^ (pared, Ihould be 
** paid agreeably to your majefty's moft gra-^ 
** cious intentions;, in difcharge of a part of 
** the national debt." . 

This appropriation gave great offence to 
the advocateii for prerogative in England, 
lurhd affirmed, the commons had no r)ght to 
apply any part of the unapprbpriatisd revenue^ 
nor even to take Any fuch affair into tonfidera-^ 
tion, without the previous cinfent of the 
crown, tapreiied in the mbft explicit terms. It 
was in confequence o^ this do£irine, that the 
Duke of I)orfet^ then Lord Lieutenant, in* 
formed th^m in the next {effion of jparliament, 
held in the year 1751, that he Was commanded 
by th€J King to acquaint them, that his ma- 
jefty, ever attentive to thi^ eafe and happinefs 
of his fubjefts, would graeioufly cdnfentj 
and recommended it to \hcin, that fuch 
j)art of the money then remaining in his 
treafuryj as ftiould be thought eOiil\ft«nt 

Vc<L. t T #itit 
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with the public fervice, be applied towards the 
further redu£lion of the national debt* 


> 


. _ T^His declaration alarmed the 

A. D. 1754- , , 

commons, zealous as they were 

for the prefervation of their prixileges ; 
and in their addrefles which ufed always to 
echo back the words of the fpeech, they 
made no mention of his majefty's confent ; 
but only acknowledged his gracious attention 
to their eafe and happinefs, in recommen- 
ding to them the application of the furplus. 
They, accordingly, refolved to apply one 
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of that 
furpl#, towards a difcharge of the na- 
tion :d debt j and in the preamble of the 
bill, framed for this purpofe, made no men- 
tion of his majefty's confent^ though they prc- 
vioufly had acknowledged his goodnefs in re- 
commending this application. 

The Englifli miniftry was highly oflfended 
at this propofed omiffion, which they con- 
Cnied into a wilful encroachment on the pre- 
rogative; and the bill was fent back with an al- 
teration in the preamble, fignifying his ma- 

r. . jefty's 
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jefty'g confent; as well as recommendation. 
tbe Irifh hoiife of commons, being at that 
time deeply engaged In a minute toquiry into^ 
the conduft of a gentleman, a fervant of 
the crown, and a member of their own houfe,, 
accufed of having mifapplied a large fum of 
money, with which he had been entrnfted 
for rebuilding and repairing bariracks, were 
now unwilling to embroil themfelves further 
with government, until this affair Ihould ' 

be difcufled : they therefore pafled the bill 
with the alteration, and proceeded with their 
enquiry. The member having been con- 
vided of a mifapplication of the public 
money, and obliged to mak^ reparation at 
his Own expence; the commons didnot neg- 
le6l to aflerr their rights and privileges wheil 
the next opportunity occurred. 

Thk Duke of Dorfet, when he opened th^ ^ 
feffion of this year, repcfated the expreflion- >' 
of his majefty's gracit)us confent, in nien- 
tioning the furplus of thd public money/ They 
again omitted that word in their . addrefs; 
aind refolved in their bill of ipplifcation, not 
bfiiy to fink that odioiis teriii, but likewife to 

T 2 a'twrt*' 
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abate in their complaifance, by omitting that 
expreffion of grateful acknowledgeraentt, which 
had met with fuch a cold reception above. 

Bt this time the conteft had kindled up two. 
fa£lions and diffufed a general fpirit of refent- 
ment through the whole nation. The commit- 
tee who prepared the bill, inftead of inferting 
the ufual compliments in the preamble, men--^ 
tioned nothing but a recital of fa£ls, and fent it 
over in a very plain drefs, altogether deftitutc 
of all embroidery. The miniftry intent upon 
vindicating the prerogative filled up the 
amiflions of the committee, and fent it back 
with this alteration. " And your majefty, 
ever attentive to the eafe and happinefs of your 
faithful fubjeds^ hais been gracioufly pleafed 
to fignify, that you would con fent axid re- 
commend it to us, that fo much of the money 
Mmaining in your majefty^s treafury as fhould 
be tieceflary, be applied to the difcharge of 
the national' debt, or fuch part thereof as 
fhould be thought expedient by parliament.** 

» 

This then being the crifis which was to 
determine a conftitutional point of fo much 
national moment, namely, whether the people 

in 
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in parliament aOfembled, have a right to deli* 
berate upon, and >ote the application of any 
part of the unappropriated revenue without the 
previous confent of the crown, fuch members 
as were moft zealoufly attached to the liberties 
of Ireland, exerted themfelves moft ftrenuouf* 
ly in oppofing what was a violation of thof<p 
liberties, and the bill with its alterations waa 
rcjedled by a majority of five voices. Thia 
fuccefs was celebrated throughout the nation 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy, as the 
triumph of patriotifm, over the arts of miniftcr 
rial corruption; and all the fervanta of the 
crown, who had joined the popula/ fide on 
this occafion, were in a little time 4ifniifle4 
irom their employments. But the rejeflion of 
the bill yiras a great difappointment to the 
public .creditors, and the circulation of caih 
was almoft ftagnated. 

These calamities werejui^Iy afcribed to 
arbitrary defigns in the government ; and 
the nation becan to be infpired with an en« 
thufiaftic fpirit of independency, which might 
have produced alarming effeds, had not go* 
vernment artfully brought over the dema* 
gogues, and th^s diverted the ftream of popu^ 
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lar clamour from government to thofe vej:y 
individuals who had beeja the idols of popu- 
lar veneration. The fpeaker of the houfe of 
commons was promoted to the dignity of ^ 
an £arl ; and fome other patriots were gra^ 
tified with lucrative employments. His ma-r 
jelly's letter arrived for paying off feventy 
five thoufand pounds of the national debt> 
the circualtion was thus animated, and the 
indignation of the people fubiiding, the na- 
tion recovered its former tranquillity. 

A D T^cc ^^f'^^ ^^^ period, the public: 

was overwhelmed with con- 

4 

ilernation by the tidings of a tremendous 
earthquake, which on the firft of November, 
ihook all Spain and Po^ugal ^nd many other 
places in Europe, and laid the city of Lifbon 
in ruins. The two firft fliocks of this dread- 
ful vifitation continued near a quarter of an . 
hour ; the water of the river Tagus rofe per- 
pendicularly upwards of twenty feet, and fub- 
fided to its natural bed in lefs than a niinute ; 
great nunjbers of houfes, of which this city 
"^then contained about thirty fix thoufand, 
were thrown down by the repeated concuf— 
lions of the earth, together with feveral mag- j 

nificeijt 
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nificent churches, monafteries, and public 
edifices. But what entirely completed the 
deftruftion of this then moft opulent capiul 
of the Portugueze dominions, was, a devon- 
ring conflagration,, partly fortuitous, but 
chiefly x>ccaiioned by a fet of impious vil- 
lains, who unawed at the tremendous fcene 
before them, with unparalleled wicked 
ne(§ fet fire to the falling edifices in diffe- 
rent parts of the city, to encreafc the 
general confufion, that they might have the 
better opportunity to rob and plunder theiy 
already. forlorn and defolate fellow citizens. 
Out of thefe hundred and fifty thoufand inha- 
bitants, which Lilbon was then fuppofed to 
contain, about ten thoufand periftied by this 
calamity ; and the furvivors deprived of 
their habitations, and deftitute even of the 
neceffaries of life, were obliged to feek for 
ihelter in the open fields, 

' » • • • 

To the honour of Britifli and Irifli hu- 
manity, a confiderable quantity of provifions, 
and a large fum of money was fent to the re^ 
lief of the miferable fufferers who were now 
ip. aftual want of th§ neceflaries of life* 

Thji 
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IThi intefliiij^ broils of Ireland were tbia 
year bappil^ compofed, by the prudent ma- 
nagement of tbe H^arquis of )[Iartiugton th«<a 
/Viceroy. His fteady and firm cpndud, bl^ 
candour and bumanity, ju^etber with the ex- 
cellent laws which he en'courafired and were 
paiSed for tbe benefit of tbe nation, allayed in 
a great meafure the diilentions and fe^rments 
which before exifted among the Irifli, yet this 
was not altogether effe6led withoujt a larg(^ 
portion of bribery and corruption. 

Or all tbe tranfadions during the reigi^of 
George II. the execution of Adiqiral Byng wajj 
the moft infamous. He was generally efleemed 
one of the beft officers in the navv' when he 
embarked in that expedition to Minorca, 
which <5ovcred bis chara6Jer with difgrace, 
and expofed his life to all the horrors of an 
ignominious death. Admiral Byng was put 
to death to thefurprize of all Europe, who, 
whatever were the nature oihii errors and 
indifcreti<>ns, feems to have been r^ly con- 
demned and cruelly facrificed to the bafeft of 
purpofcs. 

NOTWITH- 
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An f Notwithstanding all that has 

been faid in his favour, notwith- 
ftandin^ the infamous arts pra£tifed to keep 
oip the cry againft him, notwithftanding his 
folemn appeal to hekven in hislaft moments, 
and even the ftrongeft apparent felf convi6lion 
of his innocence; the charafler of Admiral 
Byng, in point of perfonal courage; will ftiU' 
in the minds of many remain problematical ; 
while others, will remain firm of belief, th;|t if 
the fpirit of a Britifti admiral had been , pro* 
perly exerted, the French fleet would have 
been defeated, and Minorca relieved. A man's 
opinion of danger varies at different times, in 
eonfequence of an irregular tide of animal 
fpirits, and he is often aAuated by confidera- 
tjons which he dares not avow. 

Whei^ an officer thus influenced, has he- » 

fitatcd ia the hour of trial, the mind eager for - ^ 
its Own juftification, collefls with furprizing j 

induftry every favourable circumftance of exr j 

cufe, and broods over them with parental par- 
tiality- Whatever Admiral Byng's feelings 
might have been; as the tribunal before 
which he was tried, acquitted him exprefslj 
of cowj^rdice and difaffeilion, and llrongly 

recommended 
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recommended him as an objedl of mercy ; in 
fuch cafe he was thought a fit fubjeO: for the 
royal clemency, and fo impartial hiftory will 
judge him, after all ihofe difhonourable mo-, 
tives of fadlion and of fear, by which his fat« 
was influenced, Ihall be loft in oblivion, or . 
remembered with difdain. 

^ If we turn our eyes to the Continent of Eu-- 
rope, we will fee the tommencement of the 
year marked with a ftriking inftance of the 
dreadful eflFe<Sls of frantic enthufiafm. France 
had long enjoyed a monarch, eafy, complying, 
goodnatured and averfe from all that wore 
the appearance of bufinefs or of war. Satisfi- 
ed with the pleafures of indolence, he fought 
no greatnefs beyond what he enjoyed, nor 
purfued any ambitious aim through the dic- 
tates of his own difpofition. Of all men liv- 
ing, fuch a prince had the beft reafon to ex-. 
pe6l an exemption from plots againfl his per- 
fon, and cabals among his people ; yet was 
an attempt made ©n his life, by a man, wha 
though placed in the loweft fphcre of fortune^ 
had refolution to face the greateft dangers, 
and enthufiafm fufficient to fuftain without 

Ihrinking^^ 
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ftiriiiking, all the tortures which the cruelty of 
man could invent, or his crimes render ne- 
ceffary. 

The name of this fanatic was Robert 
Trancis Damien, a citizen pf Arras. On the 
fifth of January, he feized the opportunity 
of the King's ftepping into his coach, and 
ftabbed him with a knife in the fide. Happily 
the wound was not dangerous, as the knife 
took an oblique diredion and miffed the vital 
parts. Damien w^s ipftantly feized, and 
every refinement on cruelty that human inven- 
tion could fuggeft, was pradlifed on him, to 
extort a confeffion, pf the reafons (hat in- 
duced him to make fo execrable an attempt 
on the life of his fovereign ; but to no effeS, 
for nothing could overcome his obftinacy. 

It is not within our province, and we 
confider it as a felicity not co relate all the 
horrid circumftances of this tragical event ; 
fuffice it to fay, that after enduring and fuf- 
fering the moft exquifitc tortures that human 
nature could invent, or man fupport — his 

judges thought proper to terminate his mi- 
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fery, by a death fhocking to imagination^ 
and fhameful to humanity. He was conduc- 
ted to the common place of execution, drip- 
ped naked and fattened to the fcafFold. One 
of fiis hands was then burnt in liquid flam- 
ing fulpbur ; his thighs, legs and arms 
we^e torn with red hot pincers ; boiling oil, 
melted lead, rofin and fulphur were poured 
into the wounds; tight bandages were tied 
arouni his limbs, to prepare hitn for difmem- 
bermcnt ; young and vigorous horfes were 
afterwards applied to the draught ; and the 
miferable criminal pulled with all their force 
to the utmoft extention of his fmews, for the 
fpace of one hour, during whicfc time he 
preferved, his fcnfes and conftancy. At length 
the executioner cut the finews at the joints of 
the arms and legs ; and thus after feveral 
efforts the unfortunate wretch wjts difmem- 
bered, and the different lacerated and fcat- 
tcred fragments of his flefti and limbs, were 
coUcfled and reduced to aihes: his father, 
wife, daughter and family banifhed the Ung^^ 
dom for ever, and the name of Damien oblite- 
rated, while the innocent were implicated in 
the puniftiment of the guilty. Thus, ended the 
procedure againft Damien and his family, in 
a planner dilhonourable to^ the reputed cle- 
mency 
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n%eney of Lewis, and exhibiting an infernal 
and horrid inilance of the acknowledged 
inhumanity of a poliihed Nation. 

*It appeared from undoubted evidence 
that the attempt on the king's life was the effeft 
of infanity and a difturbed imagination. Se- 
veral marks of a difordered .mind had previ- 
oufly been obferved in his condud, and the 
deteftation juftly due to the enormity of his 
crime, ought now to have been abforbed in 
the confideration of his misfortune, the great- 
dl that can befal human nature. 

From fuch horrid fcenes we turn with plea- 
fure to the improvements at this period, pro- 
duced in different arts and fciences that feem- 
edtopromife much public utility. Although 
no Mecsenas appeared among the minitlers and 
not the leaft ray of patronage glimmered 
from the throne ; yet the proteftion, counte- 
nance, and gratification fecuredin other coun-' 
tries by the inftitutions of academies, and the 
liberality of princes ; the learned and ingeni- 
ous \tx thefe kingdoms derived from the gene- 
rofity of a public, endued with tafte and fen- 
fibility, eager for improvement and proud of 

patronizing 
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patronizing extraordinary merit. At this timg 
feveral perfons invented methods of difcover*-^ 
iug the longitude at lea, that great defideratn m 
in navigation for the completion of which 
^6 many nations have offered a public r^ward^ 
and in the invefagation of which fo many ma- 
thematical heads have been difordet-ed. 

Some of thofe \yho now appeared caridi* 
dates for the prize deferved encouragement 
for the ingenuity of their feveral fyftem's ; but 
he who enjoyed the pre-eminence in the opi- 
nion and favour of the public was Mr- Irvine^ 
an Irifh gentleman. He contrived ?. chair fo 
artfully poized that a perfon fitting iti it oti 
board a fhip even in a rough fea, could through 
a telefcope, obferve the immerfion and emerfi- 
of jupiter^s moons, without being interrupted 
or incommoded by the agitation of the (hip. 

Th is gentleman was cOuntenaiiced by Com- 
modore Lord Howe, in whofe prefence the 
experiment was tried in feveral (hips at fea 
with fuch fuccefs, that Lord Howe granted 
him a certificate, fignifying his approbation ^ 
and in confequence, Mr. Irvine obtained a 
confiderable rew^ard from the board of admi- 
ralty 
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talty. The Prince of Wales now having com- 
pleated the twenty firft year of his age, the an- 
niverfary of his birth was celebrated with 
great rejoicings at court, and the king receiv- 
ed compliments of congratulation on the ma-» 
jority of a prince, who feemed born to fulfil 
the hopes and complete the happinefs of Great 
Britain, Addreffes and congratulations were 
on this occafion prefented from all parts of the 
kingdom to his majefty, replete with fentiments 
of loyalty and afFe6lion, and no trace of dif- 
^ffeflion was ^t this time perceivable in any 
part of the empire. 

The ufurpations and encroachments of the 
French on the Britifti territories in America 
were thtf caufe of a frefti war between Great 
Britain and France, The Britifti fubjedts con- 
fidering the French their inveterate and natu- 
ral enemies, as well as the incendiaries of all 
Eujrope, eagerly approved of the war and chear- 
fully contributed to a vigorous profecution of 
it. The French with a view to embarrafs the 
Britifti miniftry and direft tfieir attention from 
all external expeditions, had projefted a plan 
for invading fome part of the Britifti domini- 
ons ; and they now actually began to make pre- 
parations 
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poratioQs ia differeat pans of their ^ouxts for 
carryiDg this defign into ej^ecution. 

# 

The Englifli miniftry adopted every pre- 
cautionary mcafure, but wifely placed their 
chief dependence upon the ftrength* of the 
navy, part of which was fo ftationed and di- 
vided a$ to bldck up all the harbours in 
France, in which the enemy were known to 
make any naval armament of any confc- 
fequcnce. 

The French prepared a confiderabk 6eet* 
in the harbours of Rochfoit and^ Bread undcjf 
the command of Mon. D6 Conflaas, and rel* 
inforced by a large body of troops under the 
Due D'Aiguillon. Flat boats and tBaofpotts 
for iheir* intended expedition j t/inefre |]vepared 
in different poru on the coaft of i*ranc^ ,' and 
a fmali fquadron was equipped ix Du'^kif k, 
under the command of aii^nterpriziiig adven- 
turer called Thurot, who *m the courfe of the 
preceding year had (ignalized bis courage 
and conduA in a large privateer called the 
Bellifle which had fcoured the north fesis, 
and made many captures. Thurot's name 
became a terror to the merchants of Gr^at Bri- 
tain 
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taiQ : for his valour was not more remarkable 
in battle, than his dexterity in eluding the Bri- 
tifli cruifers. It muft be likewife owned, for 
the honour of human nature, that this bold 
mariner, though deftitute of the advantages 
of birth and education, was greatly diftin- 
guifhed by h is generofity and compaflion to 
thofe who had the misfortune to fall into his 
hands ; ^nd that his deportment in every 
refpeft. entitled him to a much more honour- 
able rank in the fervice of his country. The 
court of Verfailles was not ignorant of his 
merit. He received a commiffion from the 
Freach Kijjg, and was entrufted with the 
command era fmall armament then fitting out 
in the harbour of Dunkirk. 

A r\ ^ Thk Britifti government being 

apprized of thefe particulars, 
took fuch meafures to defeat this intended 
invafion, as muft have conveyed a very high 
idea of the power of Great Britain to thofe, 
who confidered that, exclufive of the force 
oppofed to his defign, they at the fame time, 
carried on moft vigorous and important ope- 
Tations of war, in Germany, America, the 
Eaft and Weft Indies. 
VoL.L V Thurot 
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Thurot's armament at Dunkirk was watch- 
ed by an Engliih fquadrou under commo* 
dorc Boyce> and the whole court of France 
was fo guarded by diffeient fquadrocs of the 
Britifli fleet, as to refesnble an adual block- 
ade. The French miniftry being thus ham- 
pered, forbore their attempts upon Britain, 
and the proje6led invafion was for fome time 
fufpended* But the French army being de- 
feated by the Britifh at Minden, and all their 
defigns having been baffled in Germany, 
they at length determined to try thetr for- 
tune in a defcent, and they now propofed 
to land a body of troops in Ireland. 

Thurot received orders to fail from Dun- 
kirk with the fir ft opportunity, and fteer his 
courfe around the north of Scotland, that he 
might alariQ the coaft of Ireland, and make a 
diverfion from that part where the French 
Admiral Conflans defigned to fend his forces. 

Tnn tranfports and fliips of war, were 

aflembled at Breft, and Rochfort ; having on 
board> a train of artilery, with faddle^ and 

other acoutrements for cavalry, to be moun- 
ted in Ireland ; and a body oT French 

troops 
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tf o6ps, including part of th* Irifti brigade 
^as kept in readinefts to embark. The execu^ 
tion of this fchemi> wa^ however pi-evented^' 
by the vigilance and valour of the Britilh ad- 
miral Sir Edwird Hiwke, who routed and de- 
feated the Freiich fleet iiiadef Admiral Con- 
flans i in sl memorable; engagement, whicH 
may be coiifidcred as bne of the thoft peri- 
lous and importatlt, that ever happened id 
any war between the two nations, for" it not 
only fruftrated the projefted invafion^ but | 
gave the finiihing blow to the liaval p6wef 
of France, which Was totally difabled from 
undertaking ^ny thing of mortieiit iii the C^ 

fequel.£7he alarm of the French invafioa 

thus h^pily fruftrated^ not^ 6hly diflurbed:''''^|j^^ 
the quiet of Britaiii> biil infufed terror into J 
IrclandT^ln ilie lattef end of O^lobef, the 
Irifh '^rliament aflembledi and received a F^ 
formal meflfage from the Duke of Bedford^ 
who was then lord lieuteiiant> to the follow- 
ingeffeat iThat, by a letter ftofti the'fecre- 
tary of ft ate, wtitten by hi^ majefty's fexprefs 
commands^ It appealed that France far frbiii 
abandoning the dbfign of invafioii Oil account 
of the late difafter, wa^ more dnd more con« 
fij^med in her puirpofe, and i\xit U all pf obi^ 

ti A Mlit^ 
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'bility, Irelapd would be one of their chief 
obje&s ; hii gra»ce thought it therefore incum- 
bent on him, in a matted of fuch importance 
to the welfare of Ireland, to communicate this 
intelligence to the Iriih pa,rliament. He told 
them his majefiy wopld make no doubt but 
that the ztdX of his faithful proteftant fubjeds, 
had been already fufficiently quickened, by the 
repeated accounts received of the enemy's 
dangerous deiigns and a£iual preparations. 

He gave them to undetftand he had re- 
ceived his majefty's commands, to animate and 

\ excite his loyal people of Ireland, to eiert 
their well known zeal and fpirit in*ftr*port of 
his governmOTt, and in defence of aUHhat wa< 
dear to them, by a timely preparation to op- 
<^\{'% ppfeand fruftrate any hoftile attemptifOTdifturb 
•* ^ the peace ^and unhinge the fecurity of the na- 

^ tipn/. He therefore in the ftrongeft tetms, 
recommended to them to evince on this occa- 
fion, that zeal for the prefent happy confti- 
tution, and that affedion for his majefty's per- 
fon and government, by which the Irifti jiar- 
tiament had been fo often diftinguifhed on fe- 
veral trying emergencies. 

* • - As 
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As foott a9 this mefTage was communicated> 
the hotife of cominoxis unauimoufly relblved, 
to prefent aa addrefs to the lord lieutenam^ 
thanking his grace for the care aiCid concerp 
he had manifcftcd for the lafety of Ireland, in 
* communicating intelligence <if fo great mo- 
ment ; deliring him in the mean while to adopt 
fuch meafures as fliould appear to him the 
moft effeftnal, foy thie fccurity and defence 
of the nation ; and aflTurlng him, th.at the houfe 
would make good whatever expence fliould 
be neceflarily incnri^ed for that purpofe. This 
intimation and the meafures that wepc taken in 
purfuance of it for the defehce of the king^ 
dom, produced fuch alaritis and diftra6lions, 
throughout the nation as w^ll nigh annihilated 
the public credit. 

In the firft tranfports of fear and apprehea*? 
fion, there was fo great a run on the Dublin 
banks, that feveral eminent bankers were obli* 
ged to flop payment ; and the circulation was 
in danger of being deftroyed ; when the lord 
lieutenant, the members of both houfes of par* 
liament, the lord mavor, aldermen, merchants 
and principal traders of Dublin, entered into 
^n affociation in fupport of public eredit, hf 

U 3 taking 


taking the notes qi banker* in paymeiit t s^ re? 
ibluuon that fully sj^Dfwjefe^l |he purppfe in- 
tpi>de4, 

Howxvx^ thjp French might have flattered 
themfelyes, that thei^r inyafling army would be 
joined in Ireland by a number of the natives^ 
ia thi^ hpp^, $hey would ^nqueftionably have 
been difappointed, fox at this jundure, po iign^ 
of difaffedliQix appeared in any quarter of the 
kingdoip. On tliie jcftntrary, the opulent indi- 
viduals pf th^ cathplic perfuafipn^ offered to 
furn^ih governinient with cpniiderable fums of 
money* in cafe of neceflity, to maintain the pre- 
fent eftabliihmpnt ^g9ln& all its enemies ; and 
the auhplic? of the pity of Gtork, and moil pf 
that perfuafion in the kingdom, prefented^d- 
drefi«3 to. the lord lieutenant^ exprefling their 

Idyalty and attachmtnt to his majefty's perfon, 
and government. They congratulated his grace 
on the unparalleled^ fuccefs pf his majefty's 
arms, and exprcfled their warm fenfe of the 
king's paternal tendernef^ for his kingdom of 
Ireland, while they acknowledged with grati- 
tude, the proteftion and indulgenoe they had 
^njoyed under his majefty's aufpicious reign. 
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They exprefled the warmeft indignation, 
at the projeded invafion of the kingdom* 
by an enemy grown defperate by defeata^ 
who might poffibly make that attempt as a 
laft effort j buoyed up perhaps with the ima- 
ginary hope of afliftance in Ireland^ from the 
former attachment of their deluded predc*- 
ceilbrs. 

AD mc ^^^^ affured his grace, in the 

moft folemn manner, that fuch 
defigns werealtogether incompatible with their 
principles and intentions ; that they would 
to the ut moft exertion of their abilities, and 
with their lives and fortunes, join in the dc^ 
fence and fupport of his majefty's royal per- 
fon and government againft all invaders 
whatfoever; that they fhould be always 
ready to concur in fuch meafures, and 
to aft fuch parts in defence of the King- 
dom, in conjunftion with the reft of his 
Majcfty's fubjedis, as his Grace ;n his wif- 
dom fhould be pleafed to appoint; 4n4 
thought themfelves particularly happy to 
be under the diredion and command of fo 
well known an aflertpr of liberty, or fo impor.- 
tftiiit and diftinguiftied a governor. 


296 A View of Irijb Affairs 

Finally, they exprefled the moft earneft 
wiih, that his Majefty's arms might be crown- 
ed with fach a continuance of fuccefs, as 
might enable him to defeat the devices of all 
his enemies, and obtain a fpeedy and honoura- 
ble peace. Many of thefe cordial addrcfies, 
that from Cork in parti cular> were tranfmit- 
ted to the Earl of Shannon, and prefented 
by his Lordfliip to the Duke of Bedford. 
At fo critical a junAure ; thefe fentiments were 
as pleafing to the government as they were 
honourable to the catholics. 

Ko traces of difaffe£tion to his majefty's 
perfon, appeared at this period iix Ireland ; 
yet a violent commotion of the populace 
broke out in the City of Dublin. The Duke 
was by no means popular in his adminiftra- 
tion. ^ He had bellowed a place of confider- 
able importance on a man, who was ex*- 
tremely obnoxious to many perfons in the 
Kingdom, and his grace was deficient in 
that affability aud cpmphcency which a free 
and hofpitable nation expefts to find in the 
charafllers of their chief governors. The 
Irifti in general, were highly offended at his 

depoftment. 
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deportment, and with juflicc began to enter- 
tain doubts ^nd jealoufies of certain machinati* 
ons in the government ; while apprehexiiions 
were conceived j that his excellency wifhed tp 
effed an union between Great Britain and Ire- 
land. This opinion w^s propagated among the 
populace with much induftry. They were in- 
formed, that a plan^ was determined on by 
government, to deprive Ireland of her par- 
liament aud inde^pepdence, and to fubje6l 
her to the fame - taxes which were levied on 
the people of Great Britain^ 

This report inflamed the populace to fuch 
a degi^ee^ that they aflembled in immenfe 
crowds around the parliament houfe, broke 
into the houf^ of lord^, infulted the peerS;, 
feated an old woman on the throne, and 
fearched for the journals, which they 
would have committed to the flames, had 
they been found. They then obliged fuch 
members of both houfes as they met in the 
ifreets, to take ai^ oath that they would ne- 
ver confent tp ap union, or give any vote 
contrary to the reai ^^tcTeft of Ireland. A 
body of horfc and infantry, were drawn 

out 
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out on this occafion to intitni\late the mob^ 
which in the evening difperfed of itfelfi Ad- 
drdles were next day agreed to, by both 
houfes of parliament, and a committee of 
enquiry appointed, that the ringleaders of 
the commotion might be difcovered, and 
brought to condign punilhment. 

When tlife Britifti court heard that Thurot 
had^ efcaped from Dunkirk, with a fmall 
fquadron of armed {hips, having on board 
a body of land troops, defigned for a private 
expedition on the coaft of Scotland or Ire- 
land, exprefles were immediately difpatched 
to the commanding officers, in Scotland, 
to put the forts along that coaft in the beft 
ftate of defence, and to hold every thing in 
readinefs to repel the enemy, in cafe they 
ihould attempt a defcent. The greateft enco- 
mium that can be paid the charaSer of Thu- 
rot, is an account of the alarm which his puny 
army in a moment fpread through the whole 
extent of the Britifti dominions, whofe 
fleets at that time covered the ocean. Per- 
haps Thurpt's career would have been fooner 
popped, had Commodore Boyce been vic^ 

tuall^d 
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I tuklled for a longer cruife ; but he was bblig- 
4 ed to : put into Lekh, for a fupply of provi- 
1 fiona ; at the very time when Thurot was 
f fcen hovering on the coafts of Scotland : jttyi 
: before the Englifli fquadron wai provided for 
; a profecutton of the cruife, Thurot had u- 
Lken ihelter at Gottenburgh, in Sweden. 
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JStcduQum of Canada by General Wolfe. — Thurot 
lands at Carrickfergus m Ireland — Defeated 
J}y Certain Elliot^ and killed — The Bravery of 
five Iri/bmen and a hoy^ belonging to the Crew 
j&f a Waterfiyrd Ship— The Trial of Lord 
George Sackville — The Execution of Earl 
Ferrers for Murder — Death of George II. — 
His Charaffer — State of Commerce — State of 
Ret^hn and Phih/ophy^-^enius not encou- 
raged nor patronized by the Crown^^The erec- 
tion of numerous charitable Injlitutions in Dub^ 
lin-^The Magdalen Jfytnm — View of the Fi- 
nances^ and alfo of the Laws^ fnce the 
Revolution'— ReduSion of the Interefi of Mo^ 
neyfrom lo to 8 per Cent, from 8 to 7, and 
ffiom 7 to'69 being the prxfent Rate^^Confide- 
rations arijing from comparing our prefent 
Confiitution wjfh its ancient Model. 


A. D. 1759. T 


F we extend our views acrofs 
the Atlantic, into America^ 
we find this year particularly difiinguiihe$l 
by the taking of Quebec, and the redudion of 

Canada 
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Canada. At the capture of Quebec, we muft 
lament, the fate of the gallant Wolfe, who ex- 
pired in the arms of viAory. General Wolfe 
was a national lofs, and as fuch univerfally 
regretted. He inherited from nature an ani-*' 
making fervour of fentiment, aq extenfive ca- 
pacity, and a pafTion for gloty, which fiimu- 
lated him to acquire eVery kind of military 
knowledge, that ftudy or aftual fervice could 
procure- He was brave above all fenfe of 
danger; he was alio generous, gentle and 
humane ; a pattern to the officer, and the 
darling of the foldiers. Had his genius 
been exercifed to its full extent by opportunity 
aind aftion ; and his judgment matured by 
age and experience, he would undoubtedly 
have rivalled in reputation, the moft cele- 
brated heroes of antiquity. As foon as the 
account of the vidory, and furrender of Que- 
bec, had reached England ; all was rapture, 
all was triumph and exultation, blended with 
the praife of the gallant Wolfe. 

The Britiih parliament prcfented an addrefs 
to his majefty, requefting he would order a mo- 
nument to be ereiJed to the memory of Major 

general 
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general Wolfe ; at the fame time they rcfolycd, 
that the thanks of the houfe (hould be given 
to the furviving generals and admirals, em- 
ployed in the glorious and fucceXsful expe- 
dition to Quebec. Tcftimonies of this kind, 
while they refleA honour on the charafter of 
the nation, never fail to animate individuals 
to a fpirited exertion of their talents in the 
fervice of their country. 

AD 1^76 iNr ecounting the tranfaflions of 

the preceding year, we men- 
tioned a fmall armament equipped at Dun- 
kirk, under the command of M. de Thurot, 
who notwithftanding all tKe vigilance of 
Commodore Boyce, ftationed in the Downs, 
to watch him, found means to efcape from 
Dunkirk in the month of Odlober, and 
arrived at Gottenburgh, in Sweden ; from 
whence he proceeded to Bergen, in Norway." 

H:s inftruAions were to make occafional 
defcents upon thecoaft of Ireland, and by 
dividing the troops and diftra&ing the at- 
tention of the government, of the kingdom ; to 
facilitate the enterprife of M- De Conflans, 

the 
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the fate of which has alrcad^ been mentioned. 
Thurot's original armament confifted of five 
ihips, one of which, called the Marefchal 
de Belleifle, was mounted with forty four 
guns ; the Begon, the Blond, the Terpfi- 
chore, had thirty guns each, and the Ma- 
rante carried twenty four.' The number of 
troops put on board this little fleet, did not 
exceed one thoufaud, two hundred and 
feveniy, exclufive of mariners, to the num- 
ber of feven hundred ; but two hundred of 
thefe forces were fent fick on ftiore, before 
the armament failed from Dunkirk j and in 
their voyage between Gottenburgh and Ber- 
gen, they loft company of the Begon, du- 
ring a violent ftorm. The feverity of the 
weather detained them nineteen days at Ber- 
gen, at the expiration of which, they fet 
fail for the weftern iflands of Scotland, and 
difcovcred the northern parts of Ireland, 
in the latter end of January.* 

Thu rot's intention was to make a de- 
fcent uffeto Derry; but before this defign 
was executed, the weather growing tempef- 
tuous, and the wind blowing off Ihore, 

" Thurot 
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Thurot Was driven out to fea, and in the 
night he loft fight of the Marante, which 
never joined him after. After being teiu*- 
peft-toft for fotne time, and expofed to 
a very (canty allowance of provifions, 
Thurot's officers requcfted him to return 
to France, left tbey fhould all perifti by fa- 
mine ; but he did not liften to luch a ptopofal, 
and frankly told them he could not return 
to France without having made fome effort 
for the fervice of hig country ; ncverthelefs 
in hopes of procuring fome refrefhmcnt 
he fieered to the ifland of Ifla, belonging 
to Scotland, where the troops, were landed, 
and here they found black cattle^ and a fmall 
fupply of oatmeal for which they paid a 
reafonable price; and it muft be acknow- 
ledged Thurot himfelf behaved with great 
moderation and generofity. 

W!iHiLE this fpiritcd adventurer laboured 
under thefe wants and difficulties, his arri- 
val in thofe Teas filled the whole kingdom 
with alarm* Bodies of regulars-troops and 
militia were ftationed along the coafts of 
Scotland and Ireland ; and befides commo- 

^ . ^ dore 
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dorfe Bd^'i f^iiadron^ who Tailed to the norths 
vriird, on pur^Jofc to purfue tiie enemy, 
other (hips of ^ar, were ordered to fcobir 
the Briftol chanheli and cttiife between Scot- 
land And Iteland. As foon ^t the weithet 
|)armuted, Thnfotj to fiiirfue hii diBftination> 
failed from Ifla to the Biy of Carrick- 
fefgus, and made all the heccflary prepara- 
tions for adefoint; which was accordingly 
efiefited with fii hnnd*ed men, on the twen-^ 
ty-firft df February; Lieutenant Colonel 
Jeaiiing^, who commanded fbtir companies 
of ttw undifidpiined men, at Garrick- 
fergus, hiaving been informtid tkat three 
lliips had'iiaehoned about two miles and a 
half -from the cattle, which i^aH ruinotis and 
diefenoklelii/ immediately detached* a party 
tO'msike obfervations^ and ordered the French 
jirilbners there confiiied^ to be removed to 
Belfafti in the mean time, the enemy landed 
M^thout o^^ofitioni and advanced towards 
the. lOiirVLj which they found iis well guarded 
M the nature of the place, atid the fituation 
of the coctiman^r would allows 

A regular . alttack Was i^rried <>n> And a 

fpiriicd defence mside ; but at length Colonel 

Vol* I. ^ ' Jennings 
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Jennings was obliged to retire to the caftl^ 
wbkb> however, was in all refpe&s untenable; 
for befides a breach in the wall, near fifty 
feet wide> he found himfelf deftitute of pro- 
vifions and ammunition. Neverthelefs, he 
repulfed the affiiilants in their iirft attack, 
even after the gate was burft open, and fup- 
plied the want of (hot with ftones and rub- 
bilh. But after a vain effort, the colonel 
and his troops, were conftrained to furrendtr, 
on condition that they (hould not be fent pri* 
fonert to France^ but be ranfomed by fending 
thither an equal number of French prifoners 
from Great Briuin or Ireland i that the cafile 
fhould not be demoltfhi^d, nor the towti of 
Carickfexgus plundered nor burned, on con- 
dition that the mayor and corporation fhould 
fbmiih the French troops with neeeflary pro* 
yifions. One circumftance that attended this 
engagement deferves to be tranfmitted to pof- 
terity, as an inftance of that courage, united 
with humanity, which coniHtutes true he- 
roifm. 

While the French and Engliih were 
hotly engaged in one of the ftreets> a little 

child 
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child ran playfully between them,' having 
Ho idea oif the daiigcir to which it was eicpo- 
ied ; a cbmmoii . foldier belonging to the 
FriehbH, feeing the life of this pool: innocent 
at iflake, grounded his piece, advanced de- 
libeirately Between the lines of fire, took 
up the child in his arms, conveyed it to al 
place of fafety ; then teturning to his place, 
refumed his nitiiket^ and renewed his hof^ 
tility. Such infialices of huifaanity dd hbnbur 
to man> ^d diight to be irecordfcd: 

THUitOT after this ex{>loit, did not ad- 
vadcd fairthet^ into the coQntry j a mieafure 
which indeed he could hot have iinder- 
taketi with any fafety; for hy this time a 
toniiderable body of r^iilar forces was af^ 
fembled ; knd the people of Ulftelr matiifefted 
-a fpirit bf loysllt^ imd fdititude on the otca- 
fion. They flocked ih humBers.to Belfaft, to 
bffef their fervices t6 repel the invaders. 
Thefi^ circuniftancei being known to Thu- 
rot, as Well as the defeat bf Gbnflslhli« whicb 
he had alfo learned, obliged hini to reim*^ 
bark with fomi^ precipitation^ altei* kiHriw 
laid Garrickfergu* iihdeif moderate contn- 
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bation. But the fate he efcaped on land he 
foon met with at fea. Captain John Elliot^ 
who commanded three frigates at Kinfale. 
and had ajliready diflinguifhed himfelf in the 
courfc of thfc war, by many ads of valour^ 
was informed by a difpatch from the Dxike 
of Bedford, that three of the enemy's (hips 
lay at aiichor, in the bay of Carrickfergus if 
thither Elliot inftantly fleered his courfe in 
the ftiip JEolus, acompanied by the Pallas 
and Brilliant, under the command of Cap- 
tains, Clements and Logic. On the twenty 
tight of February, they defcried the enemy 
m iight of the Ifle-of-Man, and gave them 
chace. About nine in the morning, Elliot 
in his own fhip engaged the BelUfle, com- 
manded by Thnrot ; although much his 
luperior in ftrength of men, number of 
guns and weight of metal. In a fhort time 
liis companions were alio engaged with 
*rhinrot*8 two other fbips. 

Apt£R a very hot aCtion, maintained with 
great fpirit, on all fides for an hour and an 
half, Elliot'^s Lieutenant boarded the Bellille, 
aiid ftriking her colours^ with /his own hand, 

ihe 
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ftie fubmittcd; the other (hips were alfo 
ibon taken, aad Elliot conveyed his prizes 
ilito Ramfay Bay, in the Ifle-of-Man^ in order 
that they might be repaired* Although the 
Sellifle was very leaky, and had Ipft her 
boltfprit, mifen-maft, and msdn-yajrd, yet the 
vidbry would not have been fo ealily ob- 
tained, had not the br^Ve Tburot faljlien, 
during the a£lion« The vidor h&d not even 
the confolation to perform the laft Qfiices 
to his valiant entsmy; for his l)Qdy wa9 
thrown into the fea, by hi^ own men, in 
the hurry of the engagements The Jof$ of 
the Britifh did not exceed forty men, killed 
and wounded — whereas, above three hun- 
dred of the French were killed or difubled.. 

The fervicc performed by Elliot on this 
occafion, was confidered fo eflenti^ to the 
peace and commerce of Ireland, that the 
thanks of the Iriih houfe of commons were 
unanimpuily voted to the vigors of Thurot, 
as well as to Colonel Jennings, for his fpirited 
condud at Carrickfergus ; and the freedom of 
the city of Cork, was prefented in filver boxes, 
to Captains Elliot, Clemeiits and Logic. The 
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name of Thurot yf%% become terrible to aU 
tbe mercantile ieapbrts of Great Britain and 
Irelstnd : x^herefore, the defeat and capture 
of nis armament were celebrated with as 
great and hearty rejoicings, as the moft im- 
portant vidory could have produced. 


It being our wifli to omit no opportunity 
of doing juftice to the valour of Irifiimen, 
we prefume that tlie bravery of five Hiberni- 
ans, and a boy, belonging to the crew of 
a Ihip from Watcrford, merits recording 
The fliip, on her return from Bilboa, 
laden witli brandy and iron, |iiving being ta- 
uten by a French privateer off Uihatit, about 
the middle of April, in this yea|[, the captors 
removed the mailer and all the bands, except 
thefe five men and the hoy, who were left 
to aflift. nine French men in navigating the 
veflel to France. 

> * 

This! b|;ave Ii:i(hnien ecmcoted a plan for 
their deliverance, and executed it withiucce& 
Four of the Fxencb mariners being below 
decks, three aloft, among the riggings one 
at the helm, and Another walking the deck^ 

Bnen 
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Briea who condudled the entcrpdfe, tripp^ 
up the heels of the French fteerfman, feized 
his piftol, and difchai'ged it at the other mari^ 
jier who walked the deck^ but haying miffed 
his aim, he knocked him down with the. but-r 
end of the piftol. At the fame time he hollowed 
to his companions below, who attacked th^ 
enemy with their broad fwords^ and-foon 
compelled them to fubmit : they then cam^ 
on deck, and clofed the hatches. Brien and 
his affociates being now in pofieflion of the 
quarter deck, thofe that were aloft called 
for quarters, and furrendered without oppo-» 
lition. The Iriih men having obtained a com* 
plete vidory, almoft without bloodfhedr and 
having fecured the prifoners, a new difficulty 
occurred. Nether Brien nor his friend could 
read or write, nor knew any thing of naviga- 
tion ; but fuppofing his courfe to be North, he 
fleered at venture, and the firfl land he made 
was contiguous tQ YoughaL where he happily 
arrived with his prifoners. 

As no fubjedl engrofled fo much the cout 
verfation and paffions of the public, at this 
time, as the cafe of Lord George Sackville^ 
^e ihall b^ leave tp convey the reader to 
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.Great ^Britain, fop th<e purpofe of giving hiii^ 
a iketch of his lordfhip'^ cafe. Lord Georg^ 
Sackyille, had by this time refigned his com- 
mand in Germany, and returned tp England;^ 
the country of all others, it would be h^ in- 
tipreft tp ftiun, if he were jreally gu|ky of the 
Imputation now alledged againft his charac^ 
%tx. With the news of the battle of Min- 
den, the defamation of this officer arrived. 
He wai accufed of having difobeyed Prince 
Ferdinand^^ orders, relative to the battle of 
Minden, and his conduA was ftigmatlzedi 
in many paniculars. 

This Vague charge, kindled up a blazer 
of inAgnation againfl Lord George Sackville, 
amongft the people of England, Lord 
peoKge, impatient of the; imputation attached 
to liis charajSei", folicited to be tried by a 
court-marlhal, which was granted. Oil the 
trial it appeared, tjiat fo many contradic- 
tory orders had Ifeen iffued by Princfs Fer- 
dinand, that Lord George could nof with 
any certainty ^xeci|t^ Ji^ny of th^m, until he 
reforted in perfon to the p|:ince, to receive 
commands from his own lips! — Thefe orders 
he immediately executM with a$ much ex- 

ertion 
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etefdon as was pofllble oa fuch an occa- 
fion, Tb^ court-mattial after bearing of 
evidence, gave judgment in thefe words. 
*' TTi^ court, upon due confideration of the 
whole platter before them, is of opinion, 
that Lord George Sackville is guilty of bay- 
ing difobeyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunfwick, whom he was by his com- 
miffion and inftruftions dire&ed to obey as 
commander in chief, according to the rules 
of war, and it is the farther opinion of this 
court, that the faid Lord George Sackville 
is, and he is hereby adjudged, unfit to ferve 
his majcfty in any military capacity what- 
foever." 

This fentpnce was confirnied by the king, 
who to complete the difgrace of this un- 
fortunate general, iu council, called for the 
council book and ftruck the name of Lord 
George Sackville put of the lift of privy conn- 
frflors. 

m 
\ 

The people of Great Britain, naturally im- 
patient and clamorous have been too much 
indulged with court martials and difmiflioHs 
which tend only to render their military 

commandeers 
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commairders ra(h and precipitate ; tb^ popu- 
lace more licentious and intra^able, and to 
difgrace the national character. The impu- ^ 
tations levelled at Lord George Sackville by 
tire multitude, and circulated with fo much 
induftry and clamour, ought to be confi- 
dered as a mob accufation which the bravcft 
meti, even the great Duke of Marlborough, 
could not efcape ; it ought to be received 
as a dangerous fufpicion, which ftrikes at the 
root of charafter, and may blaft that honour 
in a moment, which the foldier had acquijced • 
in a long courfe of painful fervice, at the - 
continual hazard of his life. We ought tp 
diftruft it as a malignant charge altogether 
inconfiftent with the former conduA of the 
perfon accufed, as well af withl^is fubfe-r 
quent impatience and p^rfeverance in de- 
manding atrial to which he never would 
have been otberwife called ; ^ trial although 
his life was at ftake, and his caufe crie4 
down , he fuftained with fuch ^ourage, forti- 
tude and prefence of mind, as even hU ^ne- 
ipies th^mfelves could not help admiring* 

TH|f 
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This fummer was diftinguiflicd by another 
trial ftill more remarkable.; Laurence, Earl 
Ferrers, a noblqnan of a violeni fpirit, who 
tiad commuted many outrages, and in the 
^opinion of all who l^new him, had given 
qitnifold prpofs of infanity, at length per* 
petratedthe murder of his own agent a Mr. 
Johnfon, for which he wa^ tried ^coQdemned 
^nd executed at Tyburn as a common male- 
{a£lor. Homicide is the reproach of Great 
Britain ; it is probable there is fomething in 
Xhe climate that difpofes the natives to this 
inhuman crimes. Certain it is, high paf- 
fions will break out into the moft enormous 
violence^ jn th^t country where they are 
Jeall coptToU^d by th^ reftraint of regula- 
tion aixd order ; and it is equally certain 
that in no civilised country under heaven is 
there fuch a relaxation of difcipline, either 
religioi4% or civil a§ in England* 

Whiw the Britifti arms triumphed in 
f very effort tending to the intereft and prof- 
perity of the nation, an event occurred, whic3i 
for a moment obfcured the fplendor of Great 
Britain's glory and triumphs ; and could not 
but be very alarming to thofe German allies, 

whom 
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whom her liberality bad cabled to ft^pport 
aaexpenfive and bloody war, of caprice and 
aoibitioix. On the twenty fifth day of Oc* 
lober^ George IL without any previous difor- 
der, was in the morning fuddenly feized with 
the agony of death, at the palace of Ken- 
fington. 

Hk had rifen at the ufual hour, drank his 
Chocolate, and enquired about the wind, as 
he was anxious for the arrival of the foreign 
mails; he then opened the winddw of his 
apartment and finding the weather was ferene, 
and calm, declared he would walk in the 
garden. In a few minutes after this declara- 
tion, while he remained alone in his chamber, 
he fell down upon the floor ; the noife pf the 
fall brought his attendants into the room, who 
lifted him on the bed, where he defired in a 
faint voice, that the Princefs Amelia might be 
called ; but before (he had reached the apart- 
ment, he had expired. An attempt was made 
to bleed him, but without eflFeft ; for his ma- 
lady was beyond the power of art. When 
the furgeons opened the cavity of the chefl, 
they found the right ventricle pf the heart 
actually ruptured, and ^ gres^t quantity of 

blood 
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blood, difcharged through the aperture, int^ 
the furroundiDg pericordium. So that he muft 
have died inftantaneoufly, in confequeiice of 
th^ efiuiiou of blood. A rupture of this na-^ 
ture appears the more remarkable, as it hap- 
pened to a prince of a found conftitmion, un- 
aecuftomed to excef$, and far advanced be- 
yond that period of life, when the blood 
m^ht be fiippofed to flow with 4 dangercJut 
iaipetuoiity. 

Thus died George II. at the ageof feventy- 
feven, after a reign of thirty-four years, re- 
markable by a variety of important events, 
and diverfified with a viciflitude of chara^er. 
He is faid to have been extremely addi&ed to 
paflion, yet foon appeafed ; in domeftic teeo- 
nomy he was frugal, temppr^e, regUkr, anU 
fo methodical in every department of it, ' that 
he attended to obje&s which perhaps a great 
and magnanimous prince had better over- 
look. He was fond of military parade ; and 
perfonally brave. He loved war «s a foldier, 
and ftudied it as a fcience. 

We Ihall not attempt to difplay the extent 
of his abilities, nor the fplendor of his 

virtues ; 
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would we had grounds to enlarge on \l\% rntir 
nificence and liberality, his generous regard 
tt> genius and learning ! His government fel-^ 
dom deviated from the inftitutions of law ; 
or interfered with the ordinary adminiftra- 
tion of juftice« His public charadler was 
chiefly diflinguiihed by a prediledton for hii< 
native country, and a fleady attention to thd 
jpolitical interefts of the Germanic body. To 
thefe principles he mqil rigidly adhered, 
during the whole courfe of his life; and 
when the blood and treafure of the Britifll 
Empire were facrificed to thefe confiderati- 
ons, perhaps w^ oikght not to cenfure thd 
prince fo much, who no doubt. Was afluatect 
by the impulfb of naiural &ffeAi6n, as w^ 
ihould deteft a futceffion of venal miniiiers ; 
all of whom in their turn devoted themfelve^ 
totally to the gratification of thlst {>affion 6t 
partiality, which proved, prejudicial in thetx^ 
treme to the real intereft of this nation, as well 
as to that of the Britiih dominion^. During 
this reign, a ftanding army was, by force of 
tninifierial influence, engrafted on the con« 
flitution. 

Venaiitt 
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Vknalitt and corruption, made profefled 
patriots rcfign the principles they had long en- 
deavoured to^ cftablifti. The management of 
the nation was configned to minifters in 
general, as deficient in knowledge as they wercj 
in integrity, and who by their ignorance and 
prefumption, reduced the country to the verge 
of ruin. However, we may venture to aflert 
that George II. was as popular as any other 
prince at the time of his deceafe. TheEnglilh, 
as well as Irifti are naturally warm and impe- 
tuous, and in generous natures, affe£iion is 
as apt as any other paflions to run riot. 

The fudden death of the king was de- 
plored by many, as a national misfortune ; 
for no other caufe probably, but that the king- 
dom was deprived of him at a critical junc- 
ture, while implicated in an expenfive and 
dangerous war, of which he had been per- 
fonally the chief mover and fupport. They 
knew the burthen of royalty devolved on a 
young prince, who, although, . he had at- 
tained the age of maturity, had never been 
admitted to any Ihare of the adminiftration,. 
nor made acquainted with any of the views or 
fchemes of the cabinet. Thus the real charac- 
ter 
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of the young king was vjcry little knawn to 
ihc generality of the people. Wherefore great 
doubts and apprehenfions were entertaineil 
by thenation, on this account ; but all thefe 
.gloomy feajps were ihortly difpdled^ and va'*^ 
niihed like mifts before the morning fun ; while 
the people enjoyed the heartfelt pleafure of Ibc-* 
ing their lofs repaired in fuch a manDer ad 
fully faiisfied the moft {anguine wiih of everjr 
friend of his country. 

The commerce of this kingdom encreafcd 
little during this reign, the ncceffitics of 
gov€irnment, the monopolizing fpirit of Great 
Britain, together with tWe contimial ang- 
mentation of the public debt, obliged the 
legiHature to bamper trade with manifold 
and grievous impofitions. 

Thk powers of the human mind were fully 
and freely exercifed during this reign. Con- 
fiderable progrefs was made in mathematics 
and aftronomy. Natural philofophy became 
a g€fn^ral ftudy, and the new do6lrine of 
cledlricity grew into fafliion, The clergy 
were in general learned,^ pious and exem- 
plary, 
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plaiy, ^cclefiaftical merit trat fiot altc^ethef 
confined to the dlablifhed cletg/^ hiany in« 
ftaiices of extraordinary geniua, and unaf- 
fedied piety aiid modeiration having appeared 
among the diflenting and cttholic clergy of 
Ireland- 

1^ this reign, literary genius arofe almoft 
fpontaneoufly, for though negleAed hy xixt 
greslt, it flourifhed under the protedion of 
a public, who had pfetenfions to tafte, and 
piqued themfelves on encouraging merit; 
Candidate^ for literary fatme appeared even in 
the higher I|>here 6f life, embellifiield by 
tlie nervous ilile, fupefior fenfe and exten* 
five erudition of a Corke, by the delicate 
tafte, the polifhed mufc, and tender feelings 
bf i Lyttleton, 

Thi genitis of t!efvantes ivai .tranafufed 
into the novels of Fielding, vrho painted 
the chattaders and ridiculed the follies of 
life, with equal flren^h, humour and propria 
ety; Hiftory and geography were cultivated 
1^ many writer* of profound abilides; 
among thefe we diftiiiguifii the learned and 
elegant Robertfon, and aboH/e alt, the pene- 

Vot. L if tiating. 
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tratiag, ingenious, and compreheafive Hum^ 
a firft rate writer, whether we confider him 
as ah hiftorian or a philoTopher, nor let us 
forget the merit fo confpicuous in the works 
' of Campbell, diftinguifhed for candour, 
intelligence,, and precifion, and Johnfon, who 
was inferior to none, in philofophy and 
claflical learning. 

Never was the thirft after knowledge fq 
great, or literary ment more efteemed thaa 
at this period, by the bulk of the people j 
but it was neither countenanced nor attended 
to by the throne, nor indulged by the libe- 
rality of particular patrons. The reign, of 
pueen Anne, was propitious to the fortunes 
of men of genius, who lived in all the hap- 
py pride of independence, while in the fu- 
ceeding reigns ; many whofe merit was uni- 
Verfally acknowledged, remained during their 
lives, expofed to all the ftorms of indigence, 
and all the ftings of mortification. 


Queen Anne, countenanced learning. 

She converfed with Newton, and correfpon- 

' » .' ' « 

dcd with Leibiiitz. She took pains to acquire 
popularity, and the court was animated with 
' ' ' ' a freedom 
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a freedom of fpirk and vivacity, which ren- 
dered it at once brilliant and agreeable. At 
her death, that fpirit langi^ifhed, and an 
entire ceflation of gaiety and good humour 
enfued. It was fucceeded by a fullen calm, 
an ungracious and infipid refer ve. 

To the honour of Ireland, the virtues of 
benevolence and charity, are as confpicuous 
as in any part of the globe ; witnefs, the nu« 
merous hofpitals and infirmaries throughout 
the kingdom in general, but in Dublin in 
particular; often eftablifhed by the huma-f 
inity of individuals, and fupported by volun- 
tary contributions and parliamentary grants. 
Of equal> and perhaps fuperior merit, is 
another charitable infiitution, -which recently 
took effe^ in the metropolis — ^We allude ' to 
the Magdalen Aflfylum. We fcarce know 
whether moft to admire the plan, or commend 
the humanity of this excellent inflitution. 
A fmall number of humane individuals, 
deeply afie£led with the fituation of commoi^ 
proftitutes, who are certainly the moft for- 
lorn of all human crps^tures, formed a ge- 
nerous and humane refolmion in their favour, 
"fhey juftly confidered that many of thofi) 

Y % unhappy 
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unhappy creatures, fo wretched in themfelves, 
aqd fo produftive of mifchief to focicty ; had 
been feduced to vice in their tender years, 
by the perfidious artifice of the other fex, or 
the violefice of unruly paffion, before they had 
acquired experience to guard againft the one, 
or forefight to perceive the fatal confequences 
of the other* That the jewel, reputation, being 
thus loft, perhaps in one unguarded mo- 
|9ent^ they were covered with fliame and 
difgrace, abandoned by their families, exclu* 
ded from all pity, regard and afiiftance | 
thatj Hung by felf convidion, infulted with 
teproach, denied the opportunity of peni- 
tence and eontrition,^ cut off from all hope, 
impelled by indigence and maddened with* 
defpsdr, they bad plunged imo a life of in- 
famy, in which they were expofed to the 
dreadful viciflitudes of mifery and the mofl: 
torturing pangs ofrefleftion ; that whatever 
remorfe they might feel, or however they 
might -abominate their own vice, or wilh for 
an opportunity of amendment, they were al- 
together deftitute of the means of reforma- 
tion, they were not only deprived of all poC- 
fibility of benefiting by thofe precious mo- 
ments 
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pf repentance, and becoming once more ufe- 
ful members of focieiy, but obliged, in or- 
der to procure a wretched fubfiftence, to per- 
fevere in the habits of proftitution,. and 
a6l as the inftruments of heaven's vengeance 
in propagating difeafe and profligacy, in de- 
ftroyiag the bodies, corrupti^ig the minds, 
and poifoning the morals of their fellow crea- 
tures. 

Moved by iympathy and commiCcration 
this truly virtuous and humane band of in? 
divi duals, provided a comfortable afylum for 
female penitents, to which they might fly foF 
flielter from the haunts of vice, the ^mife- 
ries of life, and the contempt of mankind ; 
where they might enjoy the falutary fentiments 
of remorfe, make their peace with heaven, 
habituate tl^emfelves to induftry and tempe- 
lance, and be profitably re-united to fociety, 
from which they had beea fo unhappily dif- 
fevered. 

At this period the ftate of our finan* 

ces Mras rather profperous. The entirot 

charge an4 debt of Ireland amounted to 

1,318,263!. Tb? total credit of the tiatiof^ 

T3 
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« 

nation, was then 1,567,6861. confequently 
the nation was then in credit 245^ 
4'Z3l. 

From the Revolution to the prefcnt period, . 
many laws have paffed, as the bill of riglits'^ 
the toleration aft, the aft of fettleinent with 
its conditions, which afierted our liberties in 
more clear and eraphaiical terms ; and re- 
gulated the fuccelGon of the crown by parli- 
ament, as the exigences of religious, and ci- 
vil freedom required, and alfo confirmed and 
exemplified the doftrine of refiftance, when 
the executive power attempts to fubvert the 
conftitution ; and likewife maintained the 
fuperiority of the laws above the king^ by pro- 
nouncing this difpenfing power to be illegal 
and unconftitutional ; with many other ufeful 
and ncceffary laws and regulations. Yet, 
though thefe proviiions have, in appear- 
ance, nominally reduced the ftrengthof the. 
executive magiftrate to a much lower ebb than 
in the preceding period ; if on the other 
hand, we throw into the oppofite fcale, the 
vaft acquifition of force arifing from the riot 
iail, the annual expedience of a ftanding 
army, and the great encreafe of perlbnal at- 
tachment 
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tachmcnt arifing from the magnittide of the 
national debt and of patronage ; we fhall find, 
that the crown has gradually and impercep- 
tibly, acquired perhaps more in influence, 
than it has apparently loft in prerogative, 

DtJRi^NG this period many efforts were 

made to unite Ireland with Great Britain, as 

England and Scotland are united, but fuch 

fchemes proved abortive as it is to be hoped 

they ever will, if ever they Ibould be jtttempt- 

ed* In many inftances the crown wifhed 

to be totally independent of the parliament 

and to render the meeting of it lefs frequent. 

When the Ehike ofDevonihire was lord lieu- 

tenant in 17^9, an attempt was made to pro* 

cure the fupplies for twenty one years, and, 

ftrange to mention, this infamous attempt, was 

defeated only by a majority of one voice. 

Such meafures were calculated to fupercede 

the neceffity of convoking parliaments. But 

at this time parliaments were continued from 

the commencement of each reign to the de- 

mife of the king, wherefore Ireland might 

juftly be faid to have legiflators, but not 

reprefcntatives ; and the effeds of bribery and 

corruption y^ere vifible and notorious. The 

fyftcm 
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fyfiem of bribing the legiflature was inrrodu- 
ced by Sir Robert Walpolc, in Great Britain, 
and it8 baneful confequences to the real inter-' 
eft of England and Ireland, are not completely 
eradicated at this day. 

The fa6\«3ns of Whig and Tory, were the 
caufe of much ferment and uneafinefs in the 
ilate, and religion was often made the pretext 
for cruelty, oppreffion, and intolerance ; yet, 
notwithftanding all thefe confiderations, the 
Jriih were peaceable, loyal, and ftridly amena- 
ble, to the laws. During all the PretenderV 
attempts upon Great Britain, no diftnrbance, 
took place in Ireland ; on the contrary, the Irilh' 
manifefted a fpirit of loyalty and attachment 
to their fovereign fcarcely to be paralleled un- 
der fimilar circnmftances ; at'a time when their 
affedions were only weaned from the caufe of 
James, and when they laboured under reftric- 
tions and penalties diftreffing to humanity, and 
difgraceful to the legiflators. Thofe a£ls of 
fe verity were however in fome meafure jufti- 
fied, by the policy of tlie times, and the nature 
of the government, but their total abolition is a 
iconfummation devoutly to be wilhed for, by 

every 


i 


Since the Revofuiion. 329 

every liberal mind, and real wcll-wiftier 
to the happinefs an^ profperity of Ireland. 

In the fecond year of C^cen Anne's reign, 
the intereft of moBey was reduced from 10, to 
8 per cent, and in the eighth year of George 
I. it was lowered from eight, to feven per cent. 
and in the fifth year of the reign of George II. 
it was ftill farther reduced, to fix per cent. 
per annum. 

The convocation in their proceedings be- 
came fo troublefome to government, that king 
George I. thought proper to put a flop to their 
fitting, by a prorogation ; and fince that pe- 
riod, the convocation, were not permitted 
either to fit or to tranfa£l bufinefs* But by 
way of compenfation, the clergy were allowed 
to vote on general eledions, a right which 
they did not before enjoy. For the fake of 
many of our readers, we beg leave to inforqi 
them, that the convocation we are fpeaking 
of, difiered confiderably from the ecclc* 
fiailicai fynods of other chriftian kingdoms ; 
thofe confiding entirely of bifliops, whereas 
with us the cotivocation was the miniature 
of a parliament, wherein the arch-biftiop 
; prefided 
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prefidcd with regal ft ate ; the upper houfe 
i>i cou vocation reprefented the boufe of 
lords as compofed of bifhops ; and the 
lower houfe compofed of reprefentatives of 
the feveral diocefes at large, and of each 
particular chapter therein, refembled the 
lioufe of commons^ with its knights of the 
fhire and burgefles. 

This conftitution is afcribed to the policy 
of Edward the I. of England, who thereby 
St one and the fame time, let in the inferior 
clergy, to the privilege of framing ecclefi- 
aftxcal canons, (which before they had 
ncK) and alfo, introduced a method of tax- 
ing eccleiiaftical benefices, by confent of 
convocation. It would be a talk worthy of a 
man of abilities, to trace the fucceffive alte^ 
rations that took place in our fyftem of go- 
vernment, and alfo to point out the eftab- 
llfiied pradice of the age, and the maxims 
cf adminiftration, which at each particular 
period were prevalent and univerfally afient- 
ed tov as being the only rule of govern- 
ment, which is intelligible, Qr carries any 
4egree of authority with it. 
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